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Shall We Have an Ingathering ?

(THE CANADIAN BAPTISI.)

The record of the lsst few years in
the churches of America has filled the
hearts of the most earnest Christians
with the greatest comzern. The per-
centage of increare through conver-
sions has beea steadily declinin_

This has led many t> search their own
hearts, and vo seek in patience and
reconsecra'ion to prepare for a more
fruitful service. The meetings held
by J. Campbell Morgaa in the great
centres have profoundly impressed
many. Manifestations of quickening
have been seen among the Presbyter

i-n8, whose decline in membership in
the United States last gear has srirred
them deeply. Mary have prayed and
hoped that, haviag served His purpose
thrcugh withholding His blessing, God
was about to pour it out richly, and
that a wave of revival was scon to
sweep over this continent. Some who
are on the watch towers, observing
the signs of the times, such as Mocdy
and Jacobs, say that it is near at hand,

snd have sent forth the cheering ' word
to prepare for abundance of rain.

We are glad to note in some of our
exchanges, and also to record in cur
columns, large blessing whichis comlng
upon some churches. In some of tte
cities. of the United States' a great
work is io progress. Just- a little
away, in Buffalo, the reaping time has
come, in conmection’ with a genera]
and organized effort, and one wsec unt
significantly says, ‘‘there were never

so many people doing personal work
as now.”

But while showers are falling here
and there, the general rain has not
yet set in. The precious weeks of the
time most favora*le. for religious work
are gliding swiftly by, and we do not
see the general signs of deep concern,
heart searching, self-abasement and
reconsecration which are the truest
indices of the coming of a great wave
of saving power, We are anxious
lest, through our carelessness and
failare to fulfil the conditions, this

great blessing wmay pass by the most
of our churches.

No one has a poorer opinion of man-
made revivals than have we. Attla
same time, the salvation of souls de-
pends upon human conditions, by the
ordering of God Himself. We do not
hear of great works of grace where
church members are worldly and care-
less about the condition of lost men.
They are always associated with earn-
est concern, importunate prayer, se f
denyiong service. God usually honors
direct, pungent preaching, wherein
men are made to see their guilt and
danger before God, aud in which the
way of sslvation, with the motives to

seek it, are simply, plainly and strong-
ly declared.
Should this not'be a time of great

heart searching ? For the most of us,
perhaps, we meed to get down in
humiliaticn before God, and coufess
our sin, and seek new eonsecration and
power. Ought wenot sll to be ashamed
of the small concern we have, and the
way we so often shrink from bard
service, in view of what our Lord has
done to save us, and of his desire to
save, measured only by the stoop of
his self-sacrifice ‘and the dept1 of His
agony on the cross? Tne rush of life
and business—sometimes even of ser-
vice—leaves us little time for the calm
thought which impresses the soul
deeply. In the clamors of earth the
vcice of our Lord and the wail of the
perishiog are often almost driwaed.
The temporal crowds out the eternal,
although so transcendent with glory or
doom. Woe cu often look upon un-
saved dear ones and give but one
thought to their soul interests to very
many to their earth!y welfare. While
we do not think of leaving the latter
to any other than oarselves, we entrust
the former to preachers and Sabbath

School teachers, and feel no deep and
barning concern ourselves.
If our churches are. to bp blessed

with large ingatherings, our .peaple
must take time to think, so as to get
God's view poiat of the condition of
lcst men, and His claims on them-
selves. They must seek from God the
help which would fit them to be used
of Him, and then do what He directs.
Above all, they must pray that lost
mn may be saved. It is the preach-
ing and the praying and the do ng
which are bern of 4 :mighty ecncera
‘tor the glory of Gogl avd the sglvation
of men that are weed most largaly.
“Q that thou  mightest, rand (he

thy besatiful garments, O J.russlom

heaveas and ¢ me down ' - ' Pas.on|
y

This Wonderful Century,

John Bach M :Master, the historian,
writes to a New York newspaper the
following interesting art'c'e under the
title, ‘‘Coatrasc in History " —

A century agon, not even in the
homes of the richest was there a fur-
nace, or an open grate, or a bath-room,
or a gas jet. The warming pan, the
foot-stove, the four post bed, with its
curtains to be drawn when the night
was cold, were still essential.

Every merchant kept his own books
with his own hand, wrote h's own let-
ters with a quill pen, and when they
were written let them dry or sp inkled
them with eand.

Not a flagged sidewalk, nor a Bel-
gian pavement, not a foot of asphalt,
then existed in any part of New York.
Lying on the sidewalk at your feet is
an envelope ; but envelopes were un-
known. In the corner of the «nvelope
is a stamp : butstamps were unknownp
A letter was then a single sheet of
paper, no matter how large or small,
was folded and eealed with wax, and
to send it to Boston or Philadelphia
cost eighteen and a balf ceats. To
send it to Pittsburg cost twenty-five
cents. To ciurry it to Pittsburg and
bring back an answer wou'd have re-
quired eighteen days, even in sum-
mer. !

At the lamp post, which weuld then
have been a wooden post surmounted
by an oil lamp, i8 & postman emppyir g
a letter box ; but neither a letter-
carrier nor a letter-box then existed in
the United States. There was then
bat one mail a day from New York to
Boston or Philadelphia, thea the capi-
tal of the country, and but. three a
week to Albauny.

In 1799 there were but seventeen
daily papers in all the United States,
nov one illustrated paper of any sorr,
not one scientific paper, not a trace
jouraal, not an illostrated magszine.
All the printing done in the city was
on hand pres:es. To-day the Hoe
octupie preass can run off 96 000 cop-
ies of an eight page newapaper each
hoar. To print this number on the
hand-press of 1799 would have taken
eo long that when the last copy was
printed the first would have baen three
months old.

Note the vehicles that pass by you
today —the omnibus, the horse car,
the trolly car, the ambulance, the
police patrol, the express wagon, the
furniture van, the delivery wagon of
the departmental store, the newspaper
wagon delivering paper to a crowd of
drays, the small cart, the notion ven-
der, the steam fire engine, the hose
cart, the automobile, hansom—all
created since 1799,

Nobody one hundred years ago had
ever seen a vuall building, a metal
water pipe, an iron rail, a gis jet, an
elevator, or sent a telegram, or touched
an electric button, or heard the steam
whistle of a factory, or spoken through
a telephone, or looked through a pame
of glass six feet square. Look into the
{shop windows. Hardly an objzet in
( any of them could be even named by
aci-zen of New York who died in
1799, could he ¢ me back and behold
them.

Such a man never in his life saw a
sewing-machine nor a liwa mover,
nor a typewriter, nor a copying press,
nor a s*eel pen, nor a piece offblot-
ting-paper, nor a revolver, nor a

breech-loading gua, wor, a friction
match nor an eavelope, mnor a
rabber shoe, mnor any arsicle
made from the gum of the rabber
tree. He never beheld a photegraph
nor a lithogeaph, nor a chromo, nor an
electric light. But why call the long
roll?
——— e ———
The Germ of a Revival.

““When Rav. A. C. D xon (Baptist)
was a raw young preacher,” says the
Christian Badeavor World, “‘he became
paator of & church at Chapel Hill, the
geatofthe Uaiversity of North Carolins.
He tells how the tirst revival among the
college boys had its beginning :

‘ For some reason the students
attended in large numbers, and |
became greatly concerned for rtheir
salvation. Mothers were writing to
me and asking that [ pay special attan.
tioa to'their saons. I seemed to 8100« 01
in estertainlug them ; but toere was
n) to *ave.

_*“Finally [ begin to fear thab the

battle was going agsites me, for the
vilder be b.‘m toeeoff and mck.
Al -z' threugh vhe o:;pnp,..‘l
gevbehind &

 with his hands, he exclaimed,

my voic: and style to porfection, and

as he tpoke loud enough for a'l the!
stuadents within range to hear, they

would grest his performance with peals

of laughter As I walked in front of

the windows, I could hear some one

hidden from view imitating my tones

in prayer.

*“Ons morning I arose after a

restless night determined to spend the

day in fasting and prayer. I took my

Bible and went into the grove, and

sitting on an old gray rock, read the

promiges and poured out my soul be-

fore God. When I returned to my

room I had a quiet assurance that the

prayer was anawered, and that at the

mesting that night some of the hoys

would be saved.

‘T want to church without elaborate

preparation, read a chapter, and urged

apon all the importance of immediate

decision. When the invitation was

given the staudents came forward and

filled the front pews, earnestly but

calmly requesting Christians to pray for
them.

That was the beginning of a revival
which resulted in the conversion of
about one hundred students in the
university, some of whom are to-day

eminent liwyers, physicians, and
teachers in the State of North
Carolina.”

Woman's Soreign Missionary
«  Society.

’

«"*Rase up ye ‘women that are at ease.’
Jeaiah 32: 9. .

[Al} contributionsfor this column
should be' addressed to Mgzs. Jos.
MoLzop, Fg;nnmcrow.]

4-' e
St ,.Iohr:\'We;t Society.

At the monthly meeting of the
Woman's Mssion Aid Soclety held in
October, the question, how to make
the mestings mere intetresting and in-
structive was discussed. It was felt
by the sis'ers to be greatly desired
that more of the women of the church
should be brought in tcuch with the
society, acd led to take an active part
in Missionary work.

With this object in view the Presi-
den( and secretiry were appointed to
prefjore & programins, and a special
invittion was read from the pulpit,
the Sabba:zh bafora the next meeting.

As a result a much larger attendance
than usual sssembled in the vestry
for the N yvember meeting for which
the following programme had been
prepared ;

1. Sioging 51.

2. Reading Psalm 103 : 8—15

3. Prayer for a deeper ineight iato
God’s word, and a more beautiful ex-
pression of it in our lives.

4. Bible readiog
Word. Mrs. Smith,

5. Singing 289

6. Missionary literature —Its value
to the Auxiliary society.

7. Discussion—How can we inter-
est others in this literature ?

8 Singing 165,

9. Br.ght bits and missionary facts
gleaned from many sources.

10. Prayer for all missionaries in
tha field, and those on their way.

11 Collection. Doxology.

Gertie Hartloy, Organiet.

Amng the “Bright Bits” was one
from the Helper (read by Mrs. Hart-
l.y) tel'ing how Miss Cormbes, cele-
brated the Queen’s Birthday. The
fac: that she had no Uanion Jack was
reg-etted, and it was decided by the
soc ety to procure asmall s:lk flag, and
send it to her.

The society has welcomed three
new members since Conference, and
extends an earnest invitation to others
to attend the monthly meetings and
help in the work for Foreign Missions.

L. J. F.

topic—God’s

The Mothers of Missionaries.

o —

A mother in Deamark, while dying,
bequesthed to her children at her
bedside a great treasure which she
arged them to seek in the Bible.
«You will find it there, she said, ‘‘and
there is mos a psge [ have not wet
with my tears.” One of those children
was Bartholomew ¥ egeunbalg, who be-
came the pioneer missi)nary in India,
In spite of al most insurmountable ob-
stacles he mastered the Tamil langua.
ges, made a grammar and lexicon, and
translated the Bible into that tongue.
While dying he eaught a vision of the
glory beyond, #nd, shading his eyee
“How
is it so brighr, a8 if the sun shone full
in my face!’ He &hen requested

hyma, snd he went iato the 'preser ce
\f\}d“mm. '.d mi'

In Gerwmany another mother lay
dying, and, turning to her husband,
she said : *‘For this child I prayed,
and the Lord hath given me my pet-
ition which I asked of him. So long
as he liveth he shall be lent to the
Lord ; take him and foster him in any
aptitude which he may show for the
Christian ministry. This is my last
legacy.” We are not surprised that
Christian Swartz, with such a mother
breathing during her last hours such a
prayer, should follow Ziengenbalg
into India as a herald of the cross. He
lived Christ among the na‘'ives, and
won the confidence of all.

When Hyder Ali, the great warrior
who opposed the British conquerors
Of his native India, was told that the
Enoglish would send an amhassador to
treat with him, he replied, ‘‘Send to
me nove of your agents, for I trust
neither their words nor pledges ; but
send me the Christian missionary, and
I will receive him."”

—— el 8 e

Moncton.

No. III.

In two former letters the situation,
industrial importance, climate, etc. of
Moncton have been described. In this
we shall refer to the gocial and religious

| condition of the people.

.4 shall yse the homogeneous term to
describg Moncton’s population which is
said to number about 12000, There are
yRO agistocrats, there are no plebians in
he comparatively new city. That is
natursl since it is entirely an industrial
centre. All work. The stranger,
morever, is struck with the great num-
ber of houses that at orce indicate that
the great bulk of the people own their
own dwellings. The *‘Qaeen Anns”
a d **Old Culonials”’ are not common,
though of late years these picturesque
buildings showa proportionate increase
over the plain cottages. We may judge
on the whole, the prosperity and pro-
gressiveness of a people by the struct-
ures they rear and the manner in which
these are kepv in repsir and looking
attractive.. The appearance of homes
and churches appeals even tothe appre-
ciative instincts of children. You may
not think, at first thought, thac delspi-
tstion of a charch’s exterior or interior
makes the work of winning men to
Ohrist more difficult, but that fact is
becoming more and more apparent to
christian wockers.

Moncton has an ‘‘east end” and a
‘‘west end,” but that aoes not imply
two classes. There areplenty of officials
in this great ra‘lway centre, where the
I. C. R. Gencral offices are situated:
plenty of mechanics who work where
steel bridges are built and | .comotives
and care, and from those great creations
dowa to horse-shoeing ; plenty of mer-
chants from the wholesaler to the re
tasiler : plenty of laoorers from the
artisan to the ‘‘day’s man ;" but the
mass miraculouely mix in private inter-
course, on Sundays, and holidays, and
on prayer and lodge meeting nights,
Society is 8o much a uoit it wmakes one
th'nk of the Unit-d S'a‘es constitation
which (48 Geveral Merritt of the U. S.
says) that nation has ‘‘outgrowa,’” add-
ing that *‘it ie not worth while to dis-
cuss it.” I believe that constitution
declares that all men are created equal,
that is a" least the force of one proposi-
tion. One could more easily bel eve
that to be true if Moncton were the
source of proof rather than any similar
city pro-ected by said coastitution.

The moral tone of the citizens may
be uaderstood by the stand they take
on the temperance queation. Within
a score of years, and when the liquor
bus.ness was generally carried on with-
oat much restriction, and when the
place was just taking on form, rum
shops were kept open with rhe same
pretentious display as dry goods and
grocery a'ores. But the town kept
€ "a *imes, ani up-to date-
like has intro uced 'he Canada Tem-
perance Act, a 11 for years successively
has successfully fough: t, keep th.t
Act upon the statut:s Jf ita county. It
is a temperate place, ard “‘the way of
the transgress r is hara” in Moncton.
He lives the life of an out law wko
deals in the ruinous traflic, ard musb
resort to the eaves of a “‘bl nd tiger”
in order to carry on the bad cusiness,
and then does not escape the vig lance
of a temperance police force. When
the question of 8 Duminion Prohibi-
rory law is finally anawered the voice

‘kpaggr ~

those about him S0 sing: his- hvo'ih?of this ambitiona little sty will join in

the great afirmation that will thunder
rom the Asleatio to the Pacifio—from

A

Cape Breton §island to Vancouver
isl and.

Its Y.
to a oity
A large granite corner

Mo: cton is a religious city.
M.C. A. would
twice the size.

do credit

block of three stories, owned by the
Association, is occupied by the Bank of
Montreal on the ground floor. The
Association occupies the rear of ,ground
the second
story for reading room, office, game
room and parlor, and the third story
for public hall and class rooms. l*]ve?y-
thing is the most complete and mod-
ern.

floor for a gymnasium,

Added to a very large selection
are the Montreal
Star and Torcnto Globe. The InTeL]
LIGENCER 18 also to be found there.
The spiritual condicion of the Y. M.
C. A.is excellent. Men's meetings
Sabbatb afternoons are attended by
large numbers of earnest christian
workers, among whom are many train-

of eastern papers

meu.

In Moncton is to be found the larg-
est Baptist chuach, it is said, in Can-
ada, it has over a thonsand members ;
a Presbyterian church, with a mem-
bership of nearly 800 ; two Methodist
churches, one of which has a member-
ship of about 700 members’; a Free
Baptist church, with about (12000)
twelve thousand Free Baptists in New
Brunseick back of it and who make it
possible forthe H. M. Executive togrant
it 8150 00 only, when it should have
at least $300 00. The other churches
ara Catholics, the Episcopal and Re-
formed Episcopal, Reformed Baptist,
Advent, Christadelphian aud the Sal-
vation Army. It is permissible to say
that everybody goes to charch, tho all
are not members. The man, or woman
who does mnot go to church has no
standiug in society. It is often said
that Mcncton is truly Canadian since
its loyalty isso demonstrative ; butit as
troly representsanother Canadian char-
acteristic in that it is devoutedly relig-
ious. Seonday is well kept. S:reet
cars do not 1un on Sunday nor on any
other cay. The great I. O. R. car
works and machine shops are as silent
on Sunday as a cemetery. A stray and
courageous bicyclist isonly occasionally
seen. Everybody seems to have
waked up, and dressed up, and brushed
up for morning service. Taere' are
literal parades of church goers, both
morning and evening. Oar people
had learned the bad habit of staying
in Sanday morning, but it was due to
the fact that the preacher was in
Dover, or Taylor Village, or Lutes
M unt in, or Vietcria Road. How
wrong to think that we can expect to
hc1d cur people iu the city of Moncton
when a tired out minister must go

into the pulpit at night, after having
already preached twice and driven 18
wiles, or more, or less, and give to a
most needy congregation a remaant of
physical and mental and spiritual
energy ! During the last pasturate, or
the three years Moncton was inde-
pendent, the morning congregations
gradoally grew im importance and
numerically. It was a surprise and
somewhat of a shock to me to learn
that the H. M. Ex.(?)(4s 1 understand)
hao recommended a return to tne old
system. Better close the church up
than have it die a siow death.

The capacity of the churches of
Moncton 18 well taxed. In no less
rhan two churches have the seats been
about all taken (if not all), so I was
told by church officers. An overflow
must soon result, and new buildinge
be erected. Already in the west end
the Pr-sbyterians and Baptists have
each a mission. The Methodists hava
built their second church in the west
ead. O.r sharch is situated in the
west end, in a gnod position. - Daring
bro. Nobles’ evangelistic services, the
charch was filled with acxious and
interested people, especially durlng
the aecond week. But two weeks is
only suffl cient time to get the army of
God to the front ! Moncton needs the
Free Baptist chuech building. Let us
make up our minde, as soonas possible,
whether we intend to do the business-
like taing for Moncton. The plan we
are working on now will, 1 fear, only
keep the cause hanging in the balance.
The other plan of supplementing what
Moncton can raise for a pastor so as te
ensure him a salary of at least $500.00
is the only effective plan. And we are
religiously illogical, and the questioa
is a reflcction on the infallability of
Christ’s promises, when we ask : Shall
we then succeed? The principle of
faith, of trust, of hope involves no
sush question. Christ's kingdom is
not founded upon such reasoning.
That question, if it ever could be eon-
sistently asked, should have 'been
asked, and likely was asked
wbout twenty  years agzo when
the church. waa organized. To main-
tain what the fognders prayerfully
did, and were blessed in, is more than
to do honor to their memory, it is t)
maintain the integr t; of Chriits (w2
cause. " -

it £ 0

I

_gle

oy e '(" e

=Y R L

¥

S SR T RPN B m’i’wuduéfayk.u&im'm R R IR

e i

TR SIS AT

R



