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September 23, 1903. 

A 

DAVID BRINGS UP THE ARK. 

Ld Sa 
v2 SAMUEL 6: 1-12. 

GoLpEN TExT.— Blessed are they who 

dwell in thy house.—Psa. 84: 4. 

The lesson includes 2 Sam. 5:17— 

6:19, and the corresponding accoun
t in 

1 Chron. 13-15. 

HiSTORICAL SETTING. — Time. — B. nd 
— : 

1042 (Ussher) or 1004. Six or seven 

years after David became king over 
ll 

Israel It was quite probable, however, 

that it was several years later after 

the completion of David's wars. 

Place.—The ark had been for a long 

time at Kirjath-jearim, about eleven 

miles west of Jerusalem, in the valley 

of Sorek (where Delilah lived), a valley 

which leads up from the Philistine 

country toward ‘Jerusalem. It was on 

the western border of Benjamin. 

David, now about 44 years old, hav- 

ing been king fourteen years. 

David’s Counsellors. ~~ Ahithophel, a 

very shrewd man; Nathan, the prophet; 

and Joab, his chief general. 

Place in the History. After the con- 

quests of David. The epoch of religious 

revival and organization. Jerusalem 

made the religious as well as the politi- 

cal capital. ; 

ReLigioN NEGLECTED. THE ARK OF 

cae CovENANT LAID AsmE— The 
ark 

was a chest of acacia wood, two an
d one- 

half cubits (three feet nine inches) in 

length, and one and one-half cubits 

(two feet three inches) in height as 

well as width, plated within and wi
thout 

with’ gold. The lid was of solid gold, 

and was called the mercy seat. Upon 

it were two golden figures of winged 

cherubim, with their wings stretched 
out 

over the ark and their faces turned
 to- 

ward one another. Within the ark 

were deposited the two tables of 
stone 

engraved with the Ten Commandm
ents. 

The ark also contained Aaron’s rod that 

budded and a golden pot of mann
a. 1t 

belonged in the innermost room of the 

tabernacle, and was to be visite
d only 

by the high priest, and by him only 
once 

a year, the day of atonement. 

The ark was the most ancient and 

sacred of the religious symbols of 
the 

Hebrew nation. (1) It was the sign 

and expression of the divine presen
ce in 

+ Israel. (2) ‘the ark was the place where 

God revealed his will. (3) The tables 

of the law within the ark were the 
cov- 

enant of God with the people. They 

were to keep his law, and then they 

should be his people. (4) The mercy- 

seat over the law revealed God as ready
 

to forgive transgressors whenever ther
e 

was repentance. 

Soon after the settlement of the Israel- 

ites in Palestine Joshua deposited the 

at Shiloh, twenty miles north of 

Jerusalem. The sons of Eli carried the 

ark from Shiloh into a battle against 

the Philistines, hoping that God would 

give them the victory for the sake of 

this symbol of his worship. But God 

did not reward wickedness in that way
. 

The Philistines captured the ark. But 

the Lord would not permit them 
to retain 

it. The people were smitten with sever
e 

sickness wherever the ark was sent. 
Fin- 

ally ifglvas restored to Israel, and sent 

up as far Kirjath-jearim, in the house 

of Abinadab. Here it remained about 

seventy years. 
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THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGEN
CER. 

FOURTH QUARTER, 

LESSON 1.—Oct 4. 

When David became king of all Is- 

rael, the Philistines made an attack upon 

him and his kingdom in great force. 

His first work therefore was to organ- 

ize his army. He then came down upon 

them and swept them once and again
 

out of the country. 

Again, after the great assembly of his 

coronation. .David .gathered .together, 

after consultation with the leaders. 

Thirty thousand, representatvies of the 

whole people. And David arose, and 

went . . . from Baale of Judah. Baale 

is an ancient name for Kirjath-jearim 

(forest city) . Whose name is called. 

Bettér, as in R. V., “which is called by 

the Name.” Lord of Hosts.. The Lord 

of all the forces in the universe. That 

welleth between the cherubims. This 

was the center of religion to the Jew
s. 

And they set the ark of God upon a 

new cart. Probably to keep the ark sa- 

cred from anything that had been u
sed 

for common purposes. Brought it out 

of the house of Abinadab. In whose 

son’s care the ark had been placed
 sev- 

enty years before. That was in Gibeah. 

An eminence near Kirjath-jearim, the 

remains of which can yet been 
seen. 

And David and all the house o
f Israel 

played on all manner of instruments 

made of fir wood. There was mus
ic, VO- 

cal as well as instrumental. ‘The affair 

was magnificent and imposing. 

PrAcTICAL— I. David enlisted great 

numbers in this religious work. This 

gave ewery one a deeper persona
l inter- 

est. 

2. lhis great work was the result 
of 

“long preparation and organizat
ion. 

3. David wisely used all the pow
ers of 

music and song, uplifting the pe
ople and 

binding them together in harmo
ny. 

4. Note the different classes interest- 

ed. There was something for all. 

Came to Nachon's threshing-floor. 

The place is unknown, but probably it 

was not far from Jerusalem. 
Uzzah put 

forth his hand to the ark of God.. To 

steady the ark and keep it from falling. 

For the oxen shook it. By stumbling. 

The ark was on the point of being 

thrown off the cart. And the anger of 

the Lord was kindled. Not passion, but 

indignation. And God smote him there. 

On the spot, as with a flash of
 lightning. 

for his error. because he put his hand 

to the ark. 

The whole transaction was contrary 

to the provisions of the law, whic
h gives 

specific instructions for the tr
ansport of 

the ark. (Num. 4). Uzzah’s act was a 

part of the whole careless b
usiness. 

The reasons fof this severity were : 

(1) That it grew out of a procedure 

which was in direct violation
 of an ex- 

press statute (Num. 4:15; 7:9) which 

required that the ark should 
be carried 

by Leévites. David and those in care of
 

the ark should have known 
this law. (2) 

Uzzah, who had long had 
charge of the 

ark, should have been famil
iar with the 

law forbidding him to touc
h it. (3) It 

was a flagrant violation of Go
d's com- 

mand. It was needful at the outset to 

prove to the people the nec
essity of ex- 

act obedience. A neglect now would 

lead to greater neglect. 

And David was displeased. 
His con- 

science began to smite him.
 And David 

was afraid of the Lord. He had re- 

joiced but had not been rever
ent enough. 

It was well for him to be afraid for a 

time 

PracTicAL— I. It is mot uncommon, 

even in our day, to do good things
 in 

‘self. 

a bad way, and right things in a wro
ng 

‘way. We seek to right our wrongs b
y 

doing other wrongs, We reprove othe
rs 

in a wrong spirit; build churches, but 

not with pure devotion to the interes
ts 

of the gospel. 

2. We need to be taught the value 

and necessity of reverence. Irreverence 

tends to the destruction of religion 1t- 

There is such a thing as godly 

fear. 

3. Christianity 1s to save us.’ Our 

business is to intrust ourselves to its 

preserving power. 

. 4. Neglecting God's word leads to dis- 

obedience to God's commands. 

5. All the people were in a measure 
to 

blame for the disaster. The neglect of 

God’s law and of his worship for many 

years was now bearing its bitter fruit. 

So David would not remove the ar
k. 

He feared lest he might make some 

other mistake. Carried it aside into the 

house of Obed-edom. A Levite belong- 

ing to the family of Kohath, who wa
s 

appointed to have charge of the tabe
r- 

nacle and ark. It was not more than 

three or four miles from Jerusalem. 
The 

Gittite. ‘That is, Gathite, so called be- 

cause he was a native of the Levitical
 

city Gath-rim-mon. Continued . 

three months. Long enough for the 

Israelites to learn their lesson. And the 

Lord blessed Obed-edom, and all hs 

household. This would show to Israel 

that the ark itself brought blessing,
 not 

death. The death came from disobed- 

jience, not from the ark. 

True religion in the home, cherishe
d 

and kept alive by family religious ser- 

vices, is always a great blessing, both 

for this life and for that which is to 

come. (1) It binds the family together 

in unity of spirit. (2) It cultivates a 

loving, unselfish spirit, which brings j
oy 

to the home. (3) It sanctifies and makes 

pure all home labors and joys. (4) It 

destroys all those bad passions which 

mar the happiness of home. (5) It 

~ brings God’s blessing upon all we do.
 

And it was told King David, etc. The 

fact that God blessed the place where 

the ark was impressed David. So Da- 

vid went and brought up the ark of G
od. 

Assembling the tribes once more. 
Into 

the city of David with gladness. Tt was’ 

felt to be a turning point in the histor
y 

of the nation. The ark was born on 

the shoulders of the Levites amid great
 

enthusiasm. 5 

PracTicAL— I. Religion is the essen- 

tial element of a prosperous and success-
 

ful nation. 2. Religious enthusiasm is a 

great power for good. It is never to 

be repressed, but only guided. 

Pl 

Consumption is Infectious. 

Every pryosneon should be taken to prevent i
ts 

spread of the ‘ White Plague.” Persons coming 

in contact with consumptives should inale 
Ca- 

tarrhozone several times each day as it is 
a pow- 

erful destroyer of disease germs, and reuders 

‘them inocuous. Catarrhozore is a most efficient 

preventive and may be thoroughly relied
 upon to 

romote expectoration, soothe the coug and 

enefit in many ways too numerous to mention
, 

Both from a medical and scientific point of v
iew 

Catarrhozone is the most valuable additio
n to the 

armanant st consumption. Its merit. can 

not be too warmly applauded. Sold at all drug- 

gists ; two months’ treatment. Price $1, small 

size 25¢, or by mail from N.C. Polson & Co
., 

Kingston, Ont. 

Thy word have I hid in my heart that 

I might not sin against thee.—Psalmist. 

It Has Many Offices.— Before the 

German soldier starts on a long march 

he rubs his feet with tallow, for his first 

care is to keep his feet in good con- 

dition. If he knew that Dr. Thomas’ 

Eclectric Oil would be of much better 

service, he would throw away his tallow 

and pack a few bottles of the Oil in his 

knapsack. There is nothing like it. 

always shows 

somewhere. If the skin, then 

boils, pimples, rashes. f the 

nerves, then neuraigia, 2Srv- 

ousness, depression. f the 

Sarsaparilla 
stomach, then dyspepsia, 

biliousness, loss of appetite. 

Your doctor knows the 

remedy, used for 60 years. 

“ Returni from the Cuban war, I was 
a 

oh wreck. a 4 blood was bad, and m 

pmrn was gone. a a few pt of Ayer’s 

rsaparilla completely cure me. 

H.C. DOEHLER, Scranton, Pa
. 

J.C. AYER CO., 

Lowell, Mass. 

Impure blood 

Ald the Sarsaparilla by kee ng 
tre 

s Pills. bowels regular with Ayer" 

WANTED! 
A man to represent “CANADA'S 

GREATEST NURSERIES” in the Town of 

Fredericton and surrounding country, 

and take orders for 

OUR HARDY SPECIALTIES 
in Fruit Trees, Small Fruits, 

Ornamentals, Shrubs, Roses, 

Vines, Seed Potatoes, &ec. 

Stock true to name and free from San 

Jose Scale. A permanent position for 

the right man on either salary or com- 

mission. 

Stone & Wellington, 
FONTHILL NURSERIES, 

Over 800 Acres. 

TORONTO, - = = ONTARIO. 

As snow is itself cold, yet warms and 

refreshes the earth, so afflictions, though 

in themselves grievous, yet keep the soul 

of the Christian warm and make it fruit- 

ful.—John Mason. 

Always a Good Friend.— In health 

“and happiness we need no friend, but 

when pain and prostration come we look 

for friendly ai from sympathetic hands. 

Those hands can serve us no better than 

in rubbing in Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil, 

for when the Oil is in the pain is out. 

It has brought relief to thousands who 

without it would be indeed friendless. 

Heaven often seems distant and un- 

known, but if he who made the road 

thither is our guide, we need not fear 

to lose the way. We (do not want to 

see far ahead—only far enough to dis- 

cern him and trace his footsteps. They 

who follow Christ, even through dark- 

ness, will surely reach the Father. — 

Van Dyke. 

A Small Pill, But Powerful. — They 

that judge of the powers of a pill by its 

size, would consider Parmelee’s Vege- 

table Pills to be lacking. It is a little 

wonder among pills. What it lacks in 

size it makes up in potency. The reme- 

dies which it carriés are put up in these 

small doses, because they are so pow- 

erful that only small doses are required. 

The full strength of the extracts is 

secured in this form and do their work 

thoroughly.


