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THE TIDE OF LIFE.

The tide rolls on, the tide rolls on—
The never ceasing tide,

That sweeps the pleasurcs from our hearts,
The lov’d ones from our side ;

That brings afflictions to our lot,
And anguish and despair,

And bears from youth’s unruffled brow,
The charms that linger thore.

The tide rolls on—warve after wave,
Tts swelling waters flow ;

Before it all is bright and fair,
Behind it all is woe !

‘The infant from its mother’s breast,
The gay and blooming bride,

Are borne along and swept away
By that resistless tide.

“"The tide rolls on—the soldier’s eye
Grows dim beneath its swell ;
The scholar shuns the mystic lore,
That he hath loved so well ;
The Monarch puts his crown aside,

And labor’s weary.slave
~Rejeices that his limbs will know
The quiet of the grave.

.The tide rolls on—like summer brook
“It:glideth to the sad;
“Butilike'dark winter’s angry tide,
It rughes to the glad ;
‘Fromilgingly hall and lowly cot,
‘From batiiefigld and hearth,
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A fow days later it was announced in the
. public print that Lord Alfred Vere wamabout
to lead the lovely and accomplished Miss

Mortimer to the hymeneal altar.

CHAPTER IIT.

When Mr. Edmund Mortimer was informed
of the distinguished offer made his daughter,
he was at first dazzled, but a little inquiry
into the young man’s habits caused him to
ponder whether it were worth while to sacri-
fice happiness for the rank. But Adecline was
obstinate ; she resolutely resisted any opposi-
tion which he brought forward, ably seconded
by Lady Christina and Mrs. Mortimer, who
assured him Lord Alfred would make a stea-
dier husband by having been a little wild be-
forehand. A few blandishments on the part
of the young lord, who had never given“way
to a feminine puppyism, which military men
often assume under the erroneous idea it ren_
ders them agreeable to the other sex, entirely
put to flight Mr. Mortimer's better judgment,

{and he began also to believe that his daughter

would effect what many women have vainly
tried to achieve, the reformation of arake.

The Duke of Desmond, satisfied to hecar his
son was 'about to form a connection that
would relieve him of the burden of his sup-
port, and not disgrace the family, was easily

It sweepainto ahlivion’s sea
‘The dwellers tn the carth.

|
“Roll on, then dark and turbid wave!
Theu -eanst nct bear away
“The record of tke good and brave,
That knoweth not decay :
hough fierce may rush thy billow s strife,

%

th s4a Lif thy boacon bigl”
' uzh the sex.

—;:Hoyl. ﬁobert M. Charlton.

ADELINE MORTIMER;
OR TIIE
VICTIM OF AMBITION.

fm————

BY M. RITCHIE.

-

: Continued.
««QOghorn,’’ said Lord Alfred to his adviser,
as he sought his room before retiring to rest,
¢do you know a Captain Norris, who lives
near Mr, BEdmund Mortimer,in the country ?’:

«Faith I do, old fellow ; what of him
«“He encountered the fair Adeline this eve-
ning, and threw her into quite a pretty em-

§ B raldzanve Se——

prevailed to come down handsomely on the
occasion, with the understanding that he was
to expect nothing more at his decease. A
happy woman, too, was Mrs. Lancelot Morti- -
mer, immersed in the mysteries of satin, lace,
Jewels, and private consultations with milli-
ners ; her whole soul was devoted to dress,and
she resolved Adeline's trousseau should excel
b ot the season. |
Numerous valuable presents poured in, and i

{amid the flutter of excitement, and bustle of
i preparation, no time was allowed to the

young girl, if indeed she desired it, to dwell
on the momentous step she was about to take;
to exchange the affectionate protection of the
guardian of her infancy, for that of an almost
stranger, whose worth was yct to be tried.
But Adeline, like most others, considered
marriage the chief object in life, a lottery in
which every one has a share, although it is.a
matter of good management whether the ven-
turc be a high one or not, and that in plung-
ing into the uniried sea she ran no greater
risks than her companions. Strange infatua-
tion it is, yet one on which the world will ne-
ver grow wiser, that females confide them-
selves, and parents the welfare of their chil-

barrassment, I could not understand, unless
you enlighten me.”’

“That T can, as far as report goes, which !
says heis an aspirant to the hand of Adeline, |
sanctioned by her father ; only Miss does not
liks him, and begged for a respite of one yecar
to try her luck elsewhere."’

“Humph ! very pleasant ; but do you mean
to say they are engaged. I do not wonder
she is averse to an old fellow like him.”’

‘“He has a large fortune, though ; and let
me tell you, Alfred, unless you are smart,
may prove & serious rival. How is it you
have not proposed before **

“Because=l do not wish to appear prema-
ture.
tured folks ready to proclaim one’s faults,and
speak of interested motives, which I hope by
a little manoouvring to avoid. For if a man
can only make a favorable impression on a
itd;.she will Tisten to no ramors inimical to
his-eredit”’

“Right again ; however, I recommend you
to make a bold stroke at once, ‘while the iron
is hot,’ as the saying is-”’

|

It shall be done forthwith, Master Lionel !

Oshorn ; and wishing you pleasant dreams, I
will leave you to yopr repose.’’

# During a m&ning visit; and at a dinner-
party to which Captain Norris was invited in
Grosveaor Square, the easy dignity and per-
fect command in Adeline’s manner towards
him, convinced him effectually he would do
well to forget the past. * Yet whilst he could
not ayoid admiring the finish society had put
to her deportment, he thought how much ra-
ther he would meet the bright glance of the
country girl’s eye, than the cold, steady gaze
specified by fashion. ¥

they would procure her a brilliant alliance,

knowledge of his wishes.
ings were much pained by her recital, and he

for this heartlessness, and rejoiced more tlaz
¢ver that his res#lution was taken.

There are always plenty of good-na- |

Moreover, in a brief
conversation he held with Mrs. Mortimer, she
expatiated largely on the effect Adeline’s
charms produced, and her expectation that

with a sang froid that obliged him to acquit
her of any co-operation in the matter, or even
Although his feel.

listened with an ill-disguised effort, it con-
vinced him that Adeline was only to l)la,me

dren, to men whose characters they take less
trouble to investigate than that of the hire-
lings they entrusyawith their worldly goods.
Were this more attended to, we should have
less misery, less crime, and few violations of
the marriage vow.

The morning of the bridal day dawned
auspiciously, and the sun shone brightly on
the fair girl, in her rich dress of costly lace
over a white satin skirt ; a veil of the same
material thrown over her head was confined
by a wreath of orange blossoms, and one jewel
alone, a sparkling diamond, the gift of royal-
ty, glittered on her bosown. Firmly, nay, al-
| most proudly, she stood in that sacred edifice,

!amid a bevy of bridesmaids, picturing glow-
} ing anticipations of the future, and united:
{her fate until death with one who received
'her vows with an ill-concealed indifference.
{ The restraint lie was per\forcc compelled to
put on himself during their short engagement
had nearly alienated what little love he tried
to profess; (for to couple that spontancous
effusion” of a pure heart with the sclfish
promptings of a reprobate, is a libel on one of
the holiest traits in human nature,) and had
not his probation happily ended, his specula-
tions of whether the ultimate benefit was
worth the present restriction, might have
broken off the alliance.. Whilst he inwardly
rejoiced his thraldom was over, he resolved
the honeymoon should be” abridged as much
as possible, to enable him to burst forth with
renewed vigor and the prestige of his wife’s
dower into the delights of dissipated life.

~ The ccremony concluded that hound these
two unthinking beings by an indissoluble tie,
a merry peal rang out, as the carriages rolled
away to the mansion of Mrs. Lancelot Morti-
mer, whose gratified vanity revelled in the
gratification of beholding the square filled
with coronated equipages, whose owners con-
descended to patronise the splendid dejeunier
she had provided with prodigal magnificence.
The happy couple shortly after, in the lan-
guage of such oceasions, doparted in a car-
riage and four, for the seat of Tord Neweot,
the bridegroom’s uncle, and this eventful
phase in their career was soon, to the many

terest.
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who witnessed it, as an “old story of little in-
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‘‘Have you not nearly had enough of"the
country, Adeline?’ said Lord Alfred, aboura

!

novel he had been yawning over whilst stretch-
ed on a lounge in the tasteful moupning Toom
of Eversham Parlk. ‘3[1 i

¢“Indeed, I am tired enough, and long for a
change. Your sister, Theodosia, says in this
letter, they are going to the last drawing-
room —and if I am not presented then, I shall
not be invited to the ball which follows, to
conclude the scason,"” replied his wife.

“Let us by all means attend it, and start
for town at once, as I suppose you will re-
uir@ome preparation.®’ —

“I musc have a dress. Annctteisso ac-
tive 1 am sure she can pack up in a couple of
hours. T will go and tell her whilst youw or-
der the carriage.” 4

=

|

Away flew Lady Alfred Vere, to desire her
waiting-maid to prepare for their departure ;
for the truth was, she began to find the com-
pany of her hushand, who was gradually lay-
ibg aside the assiduifies of the lover, vapid
and supercilious, and she longed for some
third person to vary the monotony of conjugal
bliss.

To London they accordingly returned ;
Lord Alfred to revel at his club, behind the
scenes at the opera house, sport a new turn
out in the park, or any scheme he <chose. to
term pleasure, as his wifo was too much em_
ployed by the novelty of her altered position
to heed him, But the London season wyill
not last forever; the court had taken its de-
parture for Oshorn, Persiani sung her lnst
straini and theoltoeion L2000 g mp el gly
taking flight, as the closed windows'.and de-
serted streets in,the west end began to testify.
Gay equipages, emblazoned with™ herifidie
bearings, and liveried menials, in all the im-
portance of powder and lace,no longer dashed
along Rotten Row ; in their stead might be
seen the honest tradesman, indulging his
portly better half and some half dozen olive
branches with a view of the scenes whence he
had reaped a harvest: whose little douhle-
bodied chaise, slowly creeping along under
the exertion of one miserable horse, formed a
striking contrast to its predecessors. ——~._
‘When the continual whirl of excitement,
into which Lady Vers was necessarily plunged,
and the admiration and attention she met
with suddenly ceased, she began £ note what
had escaped her hefore—the absence of Hha,
hushand, and his indifference when they did
meet. ™

Reared in principles of virtue, she had ma-
ny good characteristics which the fostering
eye of a mother would have noticed and cpllod
forh, whilst she brought under subjection an
encrgetic ambition that in the care of lire-
lings, and by the example of the intriguing
Mrs. Mortimer, had mnearly prostrated) her-
better feelings. Ixulting in youth and hepléh-
she did not miss those nameless tokens Of‘llov-
ing hearts, rendered by her attached relafives
to her early home ; but as friend after friend
left town, where duty compelled Lord Alfrcd
reluctantly to remain, his apathy sent a ¢hill
to her soul. The reaction that genor’ally su-
pervences after strong stimulus, leaves 'a list-
lessness and depression of spirits thatrenders

of those around us ; and this void Adeline had
no means of filling. 1

mind began to prey on itself, and she sished
in the weary hours she was left to pass alone,
for associations she had lightly valued when
in her rcach. Yet she could not lie @ulled
unhappy. She had all that money @n pro-
cure, and hundreds in the same circupsiances
would have foiled Lord Alfred’s neglet™ with
his own weapons ; but his" young x\ife was
not already so case-hardened ; she scomed the
liberty the usages of the world accoded her,
and chose rather to -pine in solitux, than
acek a solace at variance with striet rectitude.

Her faded looks and lassitude of minner
 finally attracted her husband’s notice : and as
every plan of recreation was entirely desirted,
he proposed to commenee the topr of visits
they intended to pass the a.utumni and winter
| in paying to their relatives. { :
“The change of air and socity will soon
bring the bloom to your checks,Adeline ; this
. season has been rather severe o¥ you ; mean-
i while T would recommend a glizht touch of
' Touge, for that pale fice of yofrs reminds mo
of a worn out dowager,  speies of animal
that is my utter aversion:”’ sﬂid the thought.
. less young man. [
| ¢ shall certainly not ulzc paint to please
~any one, and ruin my complesion ; but if we
":u‘e to pay visits, let my father’s house be the

« first, for I require the repoge and case I can
-

/7

week after their marriage, throwing doérn a -

-

one peculiarly denendent on the considerations

So that gradually “’341-3«3 rest satisfied for a time, although it gave

command there hefore I can exert myself
‘waniung strangers.’’

‘‘As you please, although I expect to find
it dull enough shut up in a country house
with a philesopher and antiquary like your
noble sire.”

““My father is a man of sense and cultiva-
tion, who is not dependent on others for the
means of passing his time ; and it would he

wwell if some T know hadia few of his re-

sources,’” retorted Adeline.

An angry altercation would have ensued
had a guest not fortunately been introduced’;,
and smoothing her ruffled feelings, LadyAl-
fred sat down to pen a letter to Mr. Mortimer

announcing their approaching advent. ~She+

hiad often anticipated this visit with exulta-
tion, and pictured to hersclf the pleasure she
should derive in witnessing Captain Norris’s
mortification to gee her take precedence of his
wife, a sensible person whose congenial tastes
rendered his existence as pleasant as it would
eiherwise have been with her. But now,
gas! when she was about tq enjoy her tri-
umph, the germs of ineipient disease, inherit.

@! from her mother, and rapidly developed

uader the influence of late hours, feetid at-
1‘$osphere, and a mind ill at ease, made her
ifel oblivious to all save the desire to be with
=20se made doubly dear when contrasted with
the selfish object of her choice.

A few days afterwards, the carriage con-
taining Lord and Lady Vere drove up to the
portal of Mr. Edmund Mortimer’s mansion ;
It traly shocked was he and his younger
{grls, who rushed out to receive their sister,

e ge-2et, instoad of omlysllm,4>km§a;nﬁ 1‘}_‘1!&;,
aq ple, attenuated form, which <ould oniy

tofter with support to the drawing-room.

. 1g-‘,-‘:-ldeline is rather out of health, the effects

of the gay life we led, and the journey has
tired her; a little rest and she will soon be
all right again,” observed Lord Alfred, as he
viewed himself in a mirror, and felt, by the
silence of Mr. Mortimer, that he was expected
to say something.

The look of disgust cast on him for this un-
feeling speech by the anxious group that sur-
rounded his wife, escaped him ; not so Ade-
line, who, whilst she tenderly pressed her fa-
thet's hand, murmured—

I have only overtaxed my strength, and the

ders for me.”’
The medical man who was called in on the
morrow sighed as he gazed on the blighted

his care, but he did not apprehend a speedy
termination to his patient’s. brief state of
health ; forche could not penetrate the secrets
of her heart and discover the canker that was
withering the core. Like many of his frater-
nity, too, he wished to spare the feelings of
an anxious parent, leaving him to be harrow-
ed and lacerated to the quick when the final
crisis should burst with an electrical shock on
his unprepared mind. Such forbearance may
be soothing to” the solicitude of sorrowing
friends, but is a poor compliment to their
i strength of mind, or the physicians notions of
! strict veracity, and a prozedure to which it is
strange a man of cultivation can lead his
lowers. .

Beoyed up with his answer that here wash
no cause for alarm, My. Mortimer was feign

him more disquiet than he liked to allow, to
observe the cool civility with which Lord Al-
fred treated his wife, and the vacuity of the
young man’s capacity for aught beyond the
petty badinage of an empty brain. e mar-
! velled not that Adeline’s drcam of bliss was
[ passed, and he seridusly blamed himself for
not haying exercised more discrimination ere
"he consented to her union with one whom
i none of them had seen, except in the distrac-
tion of a wningled party. IIis presence seemed
irksome, and a restraint, especially when
' contrasted with ler” father, whose elevated
l'endowments threw Lord Alfred’s small talk
gadly in the shade. The mist fell completely
from her eyes, and bitterly did she regret her
inexperience, and the flattering allurements of
the dazzling scenes into which she was thrown
. had led her into the mistake of choosing so
unsuitable a companion ; and still more did
“ghe regret haying allowed the negleet of such
Can individual to injure her health. In her
conversations with ‘her sisters she em-ne_astly
hesought them to take warning by her fate;
to be guided by their parent, not to trust to
their own judgment, and she thought with a
sigh, should she recover, what a dreary I_lfo
hers would be, tied to a being she heartily
despised. ; ]
Time passed on without any return of vigor
to the invalid’s debilitated frame, though con-
sumption with insidious strides was making
sure of his victim, tinging her cheeks with a
delicate tint of pink, and imparting a lastre
to the oye, that veils his operations from the

“Yes, dear papa, I shall be stronger soon ; |

Jjoy of being once more with you will do won- |

flower, that had grown and bloomed beneath J

treatmont of Adeline ; therc ought by this
time to be an improvement ; I will tomorrow
rido over and ask Sir Charles Jones’ of her
case,’_' said the neryous and sensitive Mr.
Mortimer to Lord Alfred, as they separated
for the night.

“I dare say it would be as well,’
the young lord.
look o ill as she
soon he stronger.’’
_ “‘I'shall start early, and be back to break-
fast ; you can tell her, if she inquires for me,
that I have gone out for a walk,” replied Mr.
Mortimer.

He returned in good spirits, bearing thg
-assuramce of the fashionable court physician
that, from his' report, Lady Allred’s sickness
was merely the result of the irregular life she
phad led, and care would re-cstablish her
health,  Animated with the welcoma intelli-
gence he had to impaxrt, he was about to pro-
ceed to the breakfast-room, when he encoun-
tered Annette, pale and agitated, who, in
convulsive accents, besought him to accom-
pany her to her lady’s room.

I'hat morning, when the waiting-maid en-
tered the apartment, and proceeded as usual
to open the shutters, to admit the September
sun, Adellne, who heard the movement, asked
her in feeble tones—

*Why do you not open the shutters, An-
nefte ¥’

‘I have, my lady.”

““How 1is it the room is dark, and where i3
Lord Alfred? I do not see him !’ she mur-
mured.

““What is the matter 1 lazily inquired the
young man, awaking from his deep slumber.

*“1 do not know ; I feel very faint,”” said his
wife, almost inaudibly.

< AR, mon diew P’ cried the terror-siruck
Abigail, as she pushed back the eurtain, and
mark_ed the icy hand of dezth impriuted on
Adeline’s young face ; an exclamation which
caused Lord Alfred to turn his ewes in the
FEAED  _Cinhakic 4o demd SU T 2305 3 fom ha
wished to believe would avoid his vicinity for
many a long day to come, IHo spraniz to his
feet, and desiring Annette to seek assistance,
bathed her now clammy features with eau de
cologne : but the fluttering spiritwas winging
its flight to realms ahove ; and as Mr. Morti-
wer, followed by the family physician, enter-
ed the room, the heart gave its last pulsation.
All that was left of the admired and courted
Lady Alfred Vere, was a beautifal peice of in.
animate clay, amenable, like all things mor-
.tal, to the curse pronounced on Adam.

A long funeral train bore the titled corpse

to 1 s final resting-place, the tomb. ~Prancing
horses tossed their plumed heads, and a velyet
covered coffin glittering with silver ornaments,
recording the name and age of the frail dust
beneath, seemed to mock the grim King be-
fore whom high and low, rich and poor, are
alike. There, at the brink of the grave, the
imposirg pageant must leaye her, her soul to
| appear alone before its judge, and the body to
| repose in the damp earth, looked down upon
| by the palo moon’s cold rays, and sighed over
by the wailing night blast.
{ Yet she slept on in the dreamless sleep of
| death, oblivious alike to the grief of relatives
| or the sympathy of friends, one of the nume-
| rous sacrifices to the insatiate demon, Ambi-
2tion, and the equally inexorable harpy, the
| affections of a vicious man. An enigma that
mystifies the many, because the seerctand the
moral, is considerately allowed to moulder
with the victim, in the sllence of the grave.

> yawned
‘‘She does not, however,
did, and I think she shall

A ReyarkABLE DIspase.— A very extraor-
dinary disease has lately made its appearance
in this City—some of them eminent in wealth
and position—which has confounded our phy-
sicians, because of its novelty. At first they
classed it under the head of erysipelas, but
as it wnuld not bear that classification, some
of them haye given it the namec of ‘‘the
plague.”” It appears at first in some discolor-
ed spot, say on the face, and extending, with-
out suppuratign, it soon destroge, as.if by
a general mortifieation. If suppuration takes
plice, it passes off, but if not death is sure to
follow. ™There is no contagion about it, and
it is not epidemic in any form. One or two
physicians have resorted to the knife, and cut
out the plague-spot on its first appearance,and
50 haye saved life. Fever and delirium at-
tend the progress of the disease, if ‘‘che spot”
is left to spread. Such is ouxr information ¢
but as we have seen no case with our own
eyes—and if we had, should not be able to
describe it scientifically—wbat we say must
be taken with this understanding®

It is not the plague, for it is not contagious
or epidemic! But what is it? The plague
may be imported, nay has been imported, 1uto
the south of France, from Turkey; but it
may be some new disease, which, like the
cholera, is to destroy the human race. We
should be olliged to some medical man for
sorae scientific or more specific account of the
disease.—New York Express.

Crors 1y Omro.—A correspondent of the
SmithsonianInssitution writes fromM¢.Vernon,
Ohio, that the weather for the first week in
June has been very wet, and the streams are
high with the heavy rains. Dams and bridges
have been injured. The storms has been a cold
one, but it is thought will be advantageous to
the wheat crop in killing the fly, which has
commenced_its ravages already to such an ex-
tent that it was feared the crop would be ruin-
ed. It has been destroyed in that section for
two successive years preceding in this manner.

o e et o e
7 At the great ¢ Kmow-Nothing Conven-
tion, held two or three weeks ago, in Phila-

inexperienced and anxious. ’
] am not satistied with Doctor Tompson's

delphia, resolved, that, owing to Slavery,
North and South should peacefully s2parate

Lrverroor, J 8 7.}-’/'_ ‘T‘Tnbh .

o y June 8.—Pipe —~

have been few transactions to ;epoe;t d?xlr]iey:e
the last fortnight.. One careo of 80 ft, s.vergE
age and good quality sold” at 16d. per foot
from the yard; and” 70 feet is wort 15d. to
15 1.24. per foot, as in quality. Of St. John
there are no sales-to report.. Of Lower Port

a cargo of :Mil'amichi Hoalle
from ?he Yard. ized 13d. per foot

“ Birch.—Good St..John i worth 184. to.
20d. per foot. Lower Port has been.sold frotn(;
the Yard at 12d. A good fresh lot of Pars-
boro’ will bring 184.
N. B. and N. $
During the fortni®
rivals of this al¥
follows :

e and Spmcc Deals,—
e haye been no ar-
sales have been as

8 23. 6d. to £8 Ts.
) uring the week a caxr-
Justl@nded from:St. John,
N.B., sold by auction, in 33 lots, at £7a%
10s., and at an average of £8 4g. 4d.. per
standard, all round for Pine and Spruce.—
Part of another cargo was sold, to arrive, at
rather more money, according to-lengths.—
We feel bound to repeat whatwe asserted in
our last Impression, of the 25th ultimo—viz. ,
that we are at the present time without arri-
vals from any quarter with Deals, and are not
disappointed” at the indisposition evinced by
purchasers to lay in-supplies at present prices,
until it will be seen: how a considerable por-
tion of the early cargoes, daily expected, will
be taken by the Trade. The demand from
consumers is much below the ayeragé for the
season, and, with a moderate supply, prices
may be kept pretty steady for some time to
come ; but with anything like the imports of
1853, and pressed on this market for sale, it
;nllbbe oubtof the power of the trade or coun-
Ty buyers to support the present rates.—A.
98 29D Maclra;).;J -

6d. per standard ; and"g
£0, ex Sunderland,

v # 5 s
R T 1 )

May 28.—We arrived hore (some 18 miles
from Cronstadt) with thirteen sail of the line,
two frigates, eight gunboats, and two or thres
steamers. We are anchored in the very cen-
tre of the gulf, with the island of Biorko on
the north side, and Jeskar on the south—the
nearest land about eight miles from us. Tae
steamers are all out foraging and have taken
a great many coasting vessels of litile value,
excepting the Magicienne and Morlin, which,
In company, captured four vessels, having on
board provisions of all sorts, such as flour,
sugar, &c., which they value em masse ab
£5,000. ‘Whenever our vessels appeared in
the neighborhood of any part of this long
range of coast, the indefatigable enemy is al-
ways on the qui vive, and down comes artil-
lery, and riflemen, who open fire the moment
they see the slightest chance of damaging us.
The Dragon’s boats got rather too near this
moraing ; fortunately no one was hart, tho’
they opened a pretty warm fire on them.—
We have frequent communication with Faro,
and you will he glad to hear that the patients
in the hospital there are convalescent ; four
only have died, and the disease now takes a
decidedly milder form than when it appeared.
I believe we ghall move, as soon as the mail is
gone near (0 Uronstadt. The Orion has heen
1n to reconnoitre, and reports: that the Rus-
sian fleet in Oronstadt consists:of six line of
battle ships, ready for sea ; six nearly so, thir-
teen apparently fitted as floating batteries,and
eight stcamers of a large size, besides gun-
boats which could not be counted. Our
scout steamers keep arriving with eoasting
vessels in tow. We are going to use the
wood for the purpose of keeping our fireg
banked, and in all probability make targets
of the vessels. We daily expect the French
gquadron, which has left Kiel for some days.
The fast Russian steamer, which was so saucy
last year, has not shown herself as yet.
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A letter from a.Russian in the besieged city,
published in an Austrian paper, gives an in-
teresting account of the state of affairs in Se-
bastopol. The letter is dated May 13th :—
¢In spite of all the efforts which the enemy
have made, our bulwark stands as fast as ey~
er. Long hefore the bombardment began,the
journals from the West informed us that our
walls and forts were speadily to be put to a
new proof. This made us redouble our pre-
cautions, and we hore firmly the truly mur="~-
derous fire [hollische] which threatened all
with destruction. Nevertheless, thousands
were devoted to death, and it made one shud-
der to see the Elborus [the steamboat] pass
every two hours during the bombardment,
from the south to the north, with so many
wounded that she could searcely carry them.
While standing in bastion No. 4—the bas-
tion which suffored the most of all—I forgot
the danger to which I was exposed in admira-
tion of the cool and stoical conduct of our
sailors. They fell and expired without a cry,
though racked with the most fearful agonies.
The southern side of our town has suffered
most severely, and is hardly to be recognized ;
500 houses have been totally destroyed, and
grass is growing on their ruins. The beauti-
ful theatre no longer exists. Though the up-
per districts of the town are not so much
damaged, yet there is not a single house to be
scen which does not bear manifest traces of
the bombardment. The streets are every-
where ploughed up by shot, and the pavement—
is totally destroyed ; while at every ocerher
stand whole pyramids of the eperly's can-
non balls and exploded sheile;” which. were
daily collected hefore the opening of the ﬁre.
In many streets, five or six such pyramids are
to be seen, cach of them h‘())r_L mgh_t to tqn"
feet bigh. Neyertheless, business is conti-
nued, and booths are opened for the sale of
goods. Prices, however, are enormously
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