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| hope of the kingdom’s restoration, and

| blinded by national pride and prejudice

[ up to the last moment of His being with
{ them ! The dream of world-power

D.

ST. JOAN ST. |
{for His parting with -them has come.

REV. A. J. MOWATT.

In St. Parl's Church Fredericton, July 22nd.
< And lo, L am with Yo (r//l'(lll/,\" even
the end the world.”—MAT.
xxvri, 20

of

early morning. Jerasalem’s

business and devotion are not yet much

astir. The Lord and the chosen Eleven
may be seen quietly threading their
way through the well-known streets.

They emerge from the city, cross the

Kedion, pass along by the garden of

descend on the eastern side towards the
village of Bethany.. They talk as they
walk, but not perhaps in continuous dis-
co .rse as o1 some other occasions, rather
indeed in snatches, desultory remarks,

| come unto you |

for a something, they hardly know what,
is weighing li&-;lvily upon them, ;L.!\i!
making them moody, taciturn. They 5
do not want to let the idea come home
to them, but it is doing so all the same,
blessed walks ard talks to-
gether up and down the sacred slopes of
Olivet are drawing to a close, and they
cannot help feeling sad, troubled, anxi-
ous. They find it hard to 1t go the

dream of vears, their fondly cherished

so they venture once more o thrist it |
apon His atteution and ask Him about
it. * Lord, dost thou at this time re-
store the kingdom to Israel ¥’ Ah, how
and worldly-minded, and how

weak
are even Christ’s disciples, you see, clear

h \.]
taken fast hold of those simple G lilean

| ishermen. and so pleasing was it to them

that they did not want to wake up to
the giim rvealities of life. But they
must wake up, and so, with something
of sternness, almost sharpness, He shuts
their mouths, tell'ng them that it is
none of theirs to know the times and
seasons.

He stops. They gather close around
Him to hear what He has to say. He
gives them to understand that the time

1

iy to awalt ‘

He enjoins them very sj
at Jerusaiem the fulfilment of the |
promise of the Spirit’s outpouring. He |
repeats to them perhaps their great com- |
mission. You see them yonder, the
handful of corn on the mountain-toj
that is yet to sow the world’s wide fields
with the seed of truth, and the grand

|
|
!
|
|

Lebanon! But His last word is said,
and now lifting up His hands He
blesses them, and as He blesses, He
rises from their midst, higher, higher,
higher, and from His trath-speaking lips
ere He is lost to view, seem to float
down to them these comforting farewell
words ; ** And lo, T am with you always,
even unto the end of the world.”

Now, in farther illustrating the text,
consider first the reality of Christ’s
presence. e promises to be with His
people Himselt. © And lo, I am with
you.”

But there is something perplexing
and paradoxical here. We ask how He
can both be with His people and not
with them. He goes away from them,
‘ascends from tHeir midst, and as they
watch, with tears in their eyes, His
ascension, a cloud receives Him out of
their sight, and they see Him no more.
But just before He ascends, or perhaps
~as He ascends, He assures them that He
will never leave them, that He will be
with them, and stand by them, down to
the end of time. [s there not some-
thiug cruelly deceptive here? At all
events, is there not something here that
needs explanation ?

An unwise mother will sometimes say
to her little children as she is putting
on ber things to go out, with a view to
put thema off from wanting to go with
her, or to stop their crfiing : * Chiidren,
what is all this crying about? I am not
going away ; I am. going to stay with
you.” And then when they are not
logking, she slips away from them, and
is down the street before they know it.’
But the foolish mother has broken faith
with her children, broken faith with all
that is sacred in their souls, and they
will never be able to trust her again.

And does Jesus here, in order to take
the edge off the keen parting-pang, play
fast and loose with His disciples at the
last moment, and so tell them one thing
'and do another, tell them He is not go-

ing away wherreHe is 1 No, That cannot

tot'ier direction.

| who is full to running over with sym

made, we find Him putting it thus : ¢ It
is expedient for youn that I go away ; for |
if T go not away, the Comforter will not |
but if T go, 1 will .~':L\l;
Him unto you.” !

His being with them as He had been
with them for the last three vears and
move, His being with them in person, in |
the body, however and
necessary and advantagzeous for the time |
being, could not continue to be so. In
the body He could onlv be in one place
at a time. If here, He not be
there. Dutin spirit He conld be here,
there, everywhere at ouce. It was thus
expedient for them that He go awny
trom them in one forin so that He ntizht
come to with I a better.
Thus His going away was, in a most
important sense, in order to His coming
to stay with them.

satisfactory

Cth:}.l

stay them

It must be granted indeed that therve
was more or less of loss to them in the
withdrawal from them of His visible |
presence, for it must have been much to
them to have Him before them, to see
Him, to lvok into His face as men look
into one another’s and watch
ebb flow of emotion, to hear His
words as they came warm from His own
lips, and to feel the touch ot His hand,
lad thrilling magoetism of His pres-
There was indeed loss

fuces the

and

the ¢

ence Il“’i l)'l\"'l‘l .
in that. But the there
wmore than male up by the gain in an-
It there was physical

1
108S Was was

going, there was spiritual cowing, and
just as Spirit is more than body, so His

To
have His spirit come and take up His
abode within us, to enjoy His spiritual
fuller way than

coming was more thaun His going.

presence in that larger
His 5‘!!%!].\ presence could be ‘.‘!i‘i‘,‘:\ \‘41, to |
have Him in the midst of His people as |
He is to-day, in His tullness and power, |
in the riches of His grace
and in His blessed nearness and help
ness, is to have Him as He could not be
halif He had continued in persou upon |
the carth.

and mercy, |

ful- |

!

3
O blessed ;Oih:_: away, sin«‘--|
it was to give place to a still more bless 1

ed coming, and not ounly a coming, but |
an abiding forever! |

“And lo, I am with you.”  That|
little word /o, that has almost come to

| be obsolete as a word, and has shaped |

itself into the usual exclamation point,
calls our attention to the wonder of this |
being with of His. You know what a |

presence is, how sweet, how cheering, |
how Lelpful. how comforting, how in-|
~\|H1'ill'_'- You been alone in the
ight perhaps, alone with danger, alone |

have

and | with disease, aloue with doubt and dark- |
| results of which are yet to shake like |
% 1

ness, alone with duty and trial, and
your loneness hus made you feel faint
and weak, and ready to fuil. DBut some
one with a simple faith, some one who
has been far in and through the dark
ness and knows what it 1s, some one

pathy, comes to watch with you through
your night, feel for you and weep with
you, take hold with you to help you to
bear your burden, pray with you and
cheer you, and now you are brave and
strong, now you are not afraid, now yon
can overcome. Thus, what a presence,
a being with, may be to you and do for
Yyou.

Butitis not always thus. Better the
absence of some than their presence. A
presence may be a source of weakness
instead of strength, a hindiance instead
of heip. It brings temptation, weakens
faith, multiplies difficulties, increases
burdens, adds woe to sorrow and black-
ness to darkness. “ I am with you,”
there are those who are quick to tell us
when it is more to their advantage than
ours to be with us. “T am with you,”
say so many when there is money in it,
honors to share, a good to be had. And
sometimes they thrust themselves upon
us-—their unwelcome presence, their use-
lags help, their minion partnership, and
now it is ill with us. They think they
are so much, they have high ideas as to
what they are and can do, they do not
see how anything can get along without
their having to do with 1t ; whereas, so
often, their—“I am with you”’—is a
real drawback. Thus, ne%g every pres-
ence, not every being with ‘of men, is an
advantage.

Here is One, however, whose—‘*lo, 1
amn with you "—is so much more to us
than T can tell you and you can know.
We look at Him, and we thiuk Higy
weak like ourselves. We see tear"ﬁ‘
His eyes. Wesee Him sit down some-
times to rest His weury steps. We see
Him lay down His head and sleep. We
see how human kindness refreshes Him,

and men’s rudeness abuses Him, and

janything that is worth the having.

{ ing them int

| missionary church that would

And then she |

| a chureh comes to be

we see Him coming forth fiom
the tomb ; we see Him rising up to the
awful unseen ; and when from His lips
there come to these words—*lo, I

dead ;

us

{am with vou ”—we begin to see who is

with us when H~is with us, and what
His being with us can do for us. When
He is with us, God is with us ; when
He is with us, who can be acainst us?
when He is with us, mountains are re=
moved ; we run aund do not weary,
work and do not faint, we soar with the
cagle, we sing with the lark.

With us, and yel as if not with us.
With us, and yet unseen.  No obtrusive-
ness in His being with us! With
and so much wich us, but not to tike the
work out of our hands, not to lessen
duty, not to do away with the need of
effort on our part, not to relieve of re-
sponsibility, not to paralyze usefulness,

we

us,

| not to quench enthusiasm, not to crush

ambition. On the contrary, with us, to
quicken into life all that is best n us,
to belp us to do our noblest, to give us
to rise with Him to be where He is and
like Him. O blessed presence of Jesus.
what it to enjoy it! Aud how
18 [ *“And lo, T ant with

is
wondrous it
you.”

Ag the conditions of
Christ’s being with His people. Tt is
only on certain conditions we c¢an have
S

ain :  observe

soon as we take for granted that this and
that good is to be ours, ours any how and
ours, 1t
So

whether or not; then, it is nov
from us and we lose it.
ose what they have by mak-
ing themselves too sure that they have
it,

Now, in the have the
conditions of our Lord’s bcing with His

gets away

often men

context we

church and people. *Go ye therefore,
and teach all
Revised Version, * Go ve, therefore, and

nations,”

make disciples of all the nations, baptiz=
» the name of the Father and
ef the and of the Holy
teaching them to observe all things what

Son Ghost ;

| soever I commanded you ; and lo, I am

with you

]

always, even unto the end of
the world.”

Thus, you see, the church must be a
anjov the
Lord’s abiding presence.

must ba eareful to do as her Lord com-

mands, and to keep what He has given

her to keep. Only thus can she enjoy

the rich sultilment of His promise that | and wons are

He will be with her.  When, therefore,
full ot her
iwmportance, her antiquity, the gloriod
past, her } in history, her position
in the world, her creed, her testimony
in other days with regard to certain
doctrines, her being this and that, and
loses sight of her great commission,
the Lord is not with ber, and the church
that the Lord is not with, can do no
good, and must fade and fail.

owDn

place

And the same is true also of congrega-
tions and individual christians. We
say, and we like to say, and we are too
ready to say, and especially when there
is any advantage or supposed advantage
to be gained by it: “The Lord ot hosts
18 with We have built Him a
house where He may dwell among us,
a grand steepled House, and we have
made it comfortable for ourselves if not
tor Himi. We honor Him in wouds, if
not in works. W call ourselves His,
and claim that we have a special in-
terest in Him and He in us. We as-
sume He is with us, and perhaps we
are making ourselves quite easy about
it. But let us not be too sure, for He
may not be withus. We may not be
doing what we can do, and what He
wants us to do, to help the natives of
the world still groping in the utter
darkness of heathenism to the light, and
so He is not with us. We may not be
a comfort and guide to the ignorant
and sinful in our own streets, and if
not, He is not with us. We may not
be true to Him and true to the truth as
we have it here, and if not, He is not
with us. Inso many things we may
be coming far far short of what as His
people we should be, and He may not
be with us, He may not be among us.
And if the Lord is not with us, how
poor we are, and how weak. Without
Him we can do nothing, we can save no
soals, make no inroads upon the world,
win no trophies for the kingdom, fulfil
in no measure the work it is ours to do
and the purposes it is ours to live for.
Without His being with us and in us,
there can be no power here, and no life
there.

What has come over certain churches
that were once mighty tor good, pillarg

o

or as it is in the |

|
|
|
1
\
|

namel? Ah! the dust of the
lies thick on their ruins. The
sacred 'uildings perbhaps stiil stand,
grand historic monuments of other days,
bat the glory is departed. Calvin is
gone, and Luther is gone, but it is not

could be
ages

because Calvin and Luther are gone,
that the chuiches they once preached
in are so dead and deserted. No; it is

because Christ is gone, His truth not
taught, His gospel not preached and be-
lieved; ani in the truth’s place a deadly
scepticism, a worldly philosophy. a re-
ligion that has nothing of religion but
the name, and so the people are goue,
and the power and life gone.

And let us fear lest a like judgment
may come to our churches. It through
any neglect of ours, any wretched
worldly policy, and letting down of
great fundamental principles, any loosen-
ing of our hold upon the unseen and
eternal, any seeking after novelties and
nonsense for the sake of effect, we
shonld weary Jesus away from us, how
undone we would be! Our hope asa
people und our hope as individual
christians must ever be in Him, and if
in any way that should come to be
wrecked, all is wrecked. But we will
seek to be with Him, and He will be
with us, we will live and grow and
shine.

Again: consider the abiding of His
presence. *“And lo, I am with you al-
way, even unto the end of the world.”

In our Enclish Bibles we do not see
the beauty and force of the word ‘al-
way,” and the phrase “‘even unto the
end of the world,” coming together as
they do here. It looks like a repetition
of the same idea, and repetition is not
always either beautifal®or forceful. If
He abides with us alway, He abides
with ns to the end of the world, and
longer indeed, so that we do not see the
sense of supplementing the word “‘alway”
with the phrase “even unto the end of
the world.” It is saying much the
same thing over again, and in weaker
words, if anything.

[n the original Greek, however, it is
clear the expressions are not mere re-
petitions of the same idea, weak wordy
redundancies. The origtnal for “‘alway”
here, is literally “all the days,” and the
original for “‘even unto the end of the
werld,” is literally “even unto the con-

ummation of the =on.” Now, days
different things. Our

life is made up of days. It is only day
by day we live, one day and then an-
other, one day and then another, so
that to our short uncertain human life,
the day is in mwany respects the most

important division of time. With an
w2on, however, in thz meanwhile, we
have almost nothing to do. An won i8

the world’s lifetime, or the duration of
a dispensation, or the age of the soul

when it comes to enter upon its new
state of being.
T am not sure that 1 can make it

plain to you all, but let me illustrate it
in this way. Day by day we live,
When we ave children, day b day we
grow. When we are older, day by day
we learn. When we are still older,
duy by day we do onr work, we transact
our business, we make our money, we
serve the purpose of our creation, we
fight our battles and ovércome or are
overcome, we tulfil our responsibilities
and achieve our successes or make our
failures, we do our good or our evil
Then again, still later, day by day we
bear our burdens, fer] more and more
our growing infirmities, find ourselves
becoming weaker and weaker, until by
and by the day comes when we die, and
our days arve at an end. Thus, you see,
our poor earth-life is made up of days,
and if we can put to a grand use the
days as they coms to us one after an-
other, we can make our life a holy thing,
a grand success.

Now here, Jesus comes to us as we
are living our life day by day, and He
promises to be with us, not merely till
the end of life, or to the end of an age,
or to the end of all things, buat al
the days, whether few or many. Thus,
it is a daily presence His, and it is His
daily presence we need. It is not
enough to have Him with us here every
Sabbath, or ence a month, or on the
great occasions, the communion-sea-
sams, or the glad solemn anniversaries,
or the blessed revival-times, but we need
to have Him with us every day, and
that is the promise He makes here to
His people. “Andlo I am with you
every day,” or “all the days,” or ‘‘al
way.”

Ooncluded on  fourth page.




