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remarkably effective in croup and is |
invaluable as a family medicine.” —
D. M. Bryant, Chicopee Falls, Mass.

Aver's Cherry Pectoral,

PREPARED BY

Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass.
Bold by all Druggists. Price$1; six bottles, $3.
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We have just received another
lot of

HLL REMNENTS
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Grey Cotton, Ginghams and Shirt
ings from the Gibson Mill, also
a lot of other Remnants
which we are selling
regardless of cost.

Ternant, Davies & Co,,
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Let me instance some striking cases
in Bible story. The turning-point with
Cain was when he and his brother buile
their alturs and offered their sacrifices
From that hour Cain’s life was tracked
with bloodshed and wreng. Then, on
the other hand, the turning-point in
Abraham’s history was his call to leave
home and friends, kindred and country,
and wander a stranger in Canaan. His
yielding to that Divine call gave color-
ing and character to his whole sub-
sequent career. Then again, the turn-
ing-puint in Esau’s history was the
selling of his birth-right to his twin-
brother Jacob for a mess of red pottage.
From that most trifling, almost boyish,
incident, resulted events, which gave a
marked downwardness to his conrse.
Then, the turning-point in Jacob’s his-
tory was when he came to leave home,
and was stopping tor the night at Bethel
where he dreamed his dream. That
event did more than anyt' ing else to
shape his destiny for him.

We will thus tind, I think, in the
history of almost every one of whom
we have any lengthened account in the
word of God, that some particular cir-
cumstance, or incident, or event, and
not always what we would call import=
aut, stamped a character for good or evi
upon their whole subsequent carveer
Aud if we would take the tronble to ex-
amine closely into our own life-history,
or that ot others around us, our neigh-
bors and acquaintances, we will find
probably, that some circumstance or
event, some little thing, has determined,
so far as we are able to judge, our
destiny, given character and shape and
bent to our whole subsequeat life.

Now, the text gives the turning-
point in the history of Lot. The choice
he made here was his lite-choice, and a
sad one it proved to be. It was his
ruin for time, and almost for eternity
too, and it was the ruin for both time
and eternity of some members of his
family, that he chose all the plain of
Sodom.

In further illustrating the text, con-
sider first here the importance of look-
ing beyond the surface of things in
making a choice, and more especially
in making what is likely to be a life
choice. But we should be careful 1
‘making a cheice at all, for we never
know what is going to prove a life-
choice, and every choicz we make has
at least more or less of an influence up-
on our whole life. When we come to
where two ways open up before us, we
should not be satisfied with mere ap-
pearances. We should not be content
with seeing how they begin, We
should find out also, if we can, how they
end as well as begin, for a way should
end well as well as begin well. We
should notleap to the conclusion that
the broad road just because itis broad
and thronged must be better than the
other road, the narrow road, for so few
go there. We should look into the
matter and find out for ourselves why
it is so, and we mneed not be in the
dark here, for we have a faithful Guide-
Book. We should find out something
about the characters of those who travel
the two ways and the objects they have
in view in travelling them. We should
study the histories of those who have
travelled both ways. If we allow our-
selves to be led by appearances we will
make a mistake and come to grief, for
appearances are most deceptive,

It was here where Lot made a fatal
mistake, God in His providence
brought him into circumstances where
he had to make a choice. It was in
this way. He and his good uncle
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for thie probabil is the result would
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for flocks and herds than the well-
watered and rich Jordan valley. But
from the place whence he made his

choice he could see only what was favor-
able and inviting. He could not
the dark side of the picture. He could
notsee the wickedness that abounded
there. He could not see the doom of
Heaven darkening down upon it. He
could not see the storms of war that
now and again swept the plain with fire
and sword. He could not see the cor-
rupting influence the society of Sodom
would have upen his own family. He
could not see the deluge of fire and
brimstone that was coming years after-
wards to inundat the plain. No: he
did not see the drawba~ks in his choice.
He saw only the best side, the sunny
side, and that is all Lot cared to see.
He wanted to be rich, and the Jordan
valley was just the pluce, he thought,
to grow rich in, and he chose it. But
looking at the way it turned out, who
will say that his choice was a wise onel
things he should
have considered besides his worldly in-
terests in the choice he made. There
was no harm in choosing the Jordan
Valley, providing it had other gcod
things to wmatch. The 1ichness of a
place should be taken into account, but
there are other things of still more ac-
count. He ought to have considered
whether there were good laws and a
good government in the plain, for where
there is not something ot that kind, he
could have no secarity that his rights
would be respected. Then he was bring-
ing up a family, and it was his dutyas
a father to see to it that the society he
was introducing them to was worally
healthful. He ought to have enquired
whether there was any fear of God in
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But there are ma who remains at
home, who still make Lot’s choice. The
young man who upon life to
caiu the world, its wealth and its hon
ors, and who 1is not very scrupulous as

1y

sets out

to how he does it, is making Lot’s
choice. In our own day, and right

among us, money is so much, too much.
The great question with parents in seek-
ing a pusition for their children, a set
tlement for life, and the great question
with young men and young women too,
is where the money can be made. The
plain of Jordan is where the Abrahams
of our day advise the Lots to settle.
Where is money to be made? Is itin
catering to the lower wants of our being
or to the higher, pandering to the gross-
er propensities or preaching the gospel,
working out some scheme of worldiy
tolly or of help to the down-trodden ani
needy of men? It matters little with so
mary, so long as there is money in it
they will take hold of it. It is the sur-
face of life they look at and are Iu-
fluenced by in their life-choice, not by
the great verities. They lose sight of
the grand end of living, and have low
ideas of their responsibilities as those
who have a destiny to make and a mis-
sion of good to the raceto work out.
And the end is, like Lot, they throw
avay their life, they ruin their useful-
ness, mar their happiness, and die with-
out leaving a pure and noble history be-
hind them, and without having a bright
and hopeful and glorious future before
them.

Secondly, the danger of a wrong
choice, It is easy enough getting wrong,
but it is not so easy getting right again.
You will say perhaps the choice ofa
place to live in is not of much account.
Lot can so easily drive his flocks and
herds and pitch his tent elsewhere, if
be is not satisfied with the Plain. And
perhaps that thought may have come to
him in making his choice. If it does

the valley, any Sabbath there, any sanc-
tuary there, any good there. But these
great life-questions did not enter into
Lot’s choice at all. He saw that the
plain was rich and weli-watered, another
Eden in that respect, and he looked for
no more. He was sure his future was
made.

And here is a lesson for those who,
like Lot, are starting out to do for thiem-
selves in the world. So many among
us to-day look to the plains i the West
as Lot looked to the plain of the Jordan
as their future home. And I do not
say they are doing;wrong or making a
mistake. Itis sometimes a necessity

for young people to go from home. A
family cannot be always together.

From the first, a separation, a breaking
up, must be, and parents should contem-
plate it, and, giving their children their
blessing, send them away. ‘- The home-
nestis too small for a family when
grown up, and the birds have to fly,
and ought to flv, Lot's mistake was not
in separating from Abraham. That had
come to be a necessity. His mistake
was in removing to a certain localily
from purely worldly motives. And I
cannot but feel that so many in our day
are committing Lot’s mistake over
again. They are doing fairly well at
home. Thereis plenty room for them,
and the prospects are bright ~ But they
must go west to those rich prairies and
mountains to gather gold. And they
do not stop to ask what society out
there is, whether there is any Sabbath
out there, any of the fear of God out
there, any House of God and means of
grace out there, No; these things are
of little account. Money, money, that
is all they care for.

But money is not everything. It is
not wrong to make it a consideration

not suit, why he can move away. No-
thing is easier for such as he. His
house is not stone or brick or wood; it
is a tent, and in a few minutes he can
up stakes and away. And then his
property is not broad acres, waving
grain fields, houses and shops, mines
and quarries, factories and such like.
No; it consists of flocks and herds, and
they can be driven anywhere, and at
short notice. The whole land is before
bim, his uncle had said, and down in
the plain yonder it is still before him,
and he is safe in making the choice, no
matter how it turns out.

And yet we never find Lot pulling np
his stakes and vemoving after his settle-
ment there. He was not long in the
Plain till war Lroke out, and he himse f
and his family and effects were carrvied
oft by the invaders, and had it not been
for the promptitude and intrepidity of
Abraham, that might have been the last
of Lot in the Plain. Even that unto-
ward event, however, did not move him
out of the God-cursed land. He began
to find out, I suppose, that there was
more in the plain than plenty water and
rich pasturage, more than he had calcu-
lated upon, but still he did not move.
Indeed it would seem as if the war re-
sulted only in his moving into the city.
It rooted him more than ever in the
land, instead of driving him from it.

Young men think it matters little
where or how they make a start. They
will try the rich Plain of Sodom with
Lot. They can pack their effects into
their valise, and start for a better field,
if they do not like it. They can come
back East, if the West does not suit them.
They can go out of the bad business, if
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It does matter where one lives. The
Plain was only a few miles distant from
where Lot was living before, and he
might as well be down there in the Plain
s up on the hills. But up on the hillg
was Abrabam’s society, and Abraham’s
altar, and Abraham’s God. And then,
ulthough the choice was one that had to
do with this world simply, it was one
that had to do with his soul, and very
nearly lost him his soul.

enforced

money A
they stay there.
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Yes, my hearer. it does matter where
one lives, and the calling one follows,
and the company one keeps, and the
society one moves in. There are places
in the world where the curse of God is
hanging black over, and Sodoin was one
of those places. 'There are callings,
callings that men call money-making,
that are ruinous toevery one who has to
do with them. There isa society that ig
blasting to virtue and purity and piety,
and the christian should keep far away
from it. If a man wmake his hore in g
godless community, the probability is he
will soon be like his neighbors and
perish with them. There are excep-
tions. Lot himself was an exception,
He was in Sodom, but not of Sodom,
and never was of it, and he did not
perish with it. It is next to impossible
to be a christian where there is no
Sabbath, no sanctuary, no gospel, no
praying, no christian, no God, and it
cannot be a christian’s duty to stay in
such a place, uuless God has sent him
there. He is making an immense sacri-
fice when he sacritices his spiritual
privileges for the sake of worldly good.

The rule which Christ laid down for
the guidance of His people in matters of
this kind was to this effect: ““Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and his righte.
ousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you.” This rule He laid
down not only for those in search of
wealth but also for those who wanted
to make an honest living. He was ad-
dressing at the time those who were
anxious as to what they should eut and
drink and wear. Hence, from that rule,
it is clear, that the christian, 1n seeking
a place to live in and a calling to live by,
should make some such enquiries as
these - *‘Is the Kingdom of God there ?
Is the gospel preached ? Is religion res-
pected ? Can I be & pious consistent
christian man? And then the other
things will come in all right. Lot was
a good man, but he was too worldly-
minded to attend to such a rule as that,
That was too high a style of religion for
him. - He did not put the Kingdom of
(tod and His righteousness first when be
went to the Plain of Jordan to live. He
put his own worldly interests fisst. And
what was the result? Why, failure. It
was not good for his pocket nor his soul
to be there. He came out of it a much
poorer man than he was when he went
into it. Aud, if our Lord’s teaching is
sound, it must be clear, that unlessa
man’s soul prospers with him, nothing
else can prosper with him.

How different with Alraham. He,
again, worked on Bible principles and
carried out Bible rules. The kingdom
of God and His righteousness were first
with Abraham. He stajed in Canaan
and prospered, prospered in everything
he put his hand to, and his soul prosper-
ed. His faith grew. Men esteemed
him, trusted him, honored him. Ah!
God was with him.

And so it must be to-day with those
who have faith and moral principle
enough to follow out Bible rules. Men
who seek the world and its wealth firsg
may find what they seek. They may
grow rich. 1 do not say but that they
may. But granting that they may, what
have they ? Riches can do so little for
men. There is neither happiness nor
good in them, and many of the world’s
rich men are the most despicable of

they find it demoralizing. But alas!it
so often happens, that when a vrong

[Continued on fowrth page.]




