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(From the Weekly Globe and Canadian 
Farmer.) 

The following on the Sunday School les- 
son of March 9th, by Rev. G. C. Pidgeon, D. D., 
of Vancouver, B. C., contains so much timely 
truth for Christian people, who take their fam- 
ilies into ungodly surroundings for the sake of 
money making, that we consider it well worth 
repeating.— ZF ditor. 

Lot was rescued from Sodom; yet we think 
far more about what he lost than of what he 
saved. His own poor, wrecked life was spar- 
ed, but of what use was it to him, with his 
family ruined, and the property for which he 
had lived destroyed, and his own future shat- 
tered beyond the possibility of repair? This 
suggests the first lesson of the tragedy: 

(1) It is one thing to escape from sin’s 
punishment, and another thing totally differ- 
ent to bring one’s soul and one’s family out 
from its evil influences uncorrupted. T.ot was 
himself a righteous man. We miss entirely 
the lesson of his sad experience unless we rec- 
ognize this. Abraham assumes this in Gene- 
sis 18: 16-23, and his whole intercessory prayer 
proceeds on this basis. Peter states specifical- 
ly that he was righteous and was vexed in soul 
with the wickedness of Sodom (Peter 2: 7). 
Yet Lot was a worldling. He was thoroughly 
capable. It is true that he was not too scrup- 
ulous about how he secured his opportunity, as 
we saw In a previous lesson (Gen. 13), and he 
seemed to lack a fine sense of honor. But he 
was far too clear-sighted and competent a man 
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up in a Christian home. 
around them was spiritual. They are letting 
their children grow up in worldly homes. Ev- 
ery influence around them is unspiritual. The 
parents may denounce sin as Lot did, and en- 
join virtue; but there is nothing commanding 
and dominating in the temper of the home. 
A 

that they mingle with the people whose do- 

but not of it? 

we patronize. One might as well try to shut 
the air out of a house as to shut the moral 

touch its vital processes for good or ill. 

THE KING'S HIGHWAY. 
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of affairs to waste his strength and befoul his 
soul in the loathsome vices of Sodom. He 
dealt with them in business, but in everything 
else he was a man apart. 

Yet his whole family became thoroughly 
saturated with the evil of Sodom. They lost 
all sense of God. Those who had married 
laughed him to scorn when he told them of the 
city’s impending doom (verse 14). And the 
two daughters who accompanied him were so 
deeply corrupted that it would have been bet- 
ter for them and for the world if they had 
perished. 

Now how could the family of such a vir- 
tuous man become so completely saturated with 
the evil of their environment? The reason is 
that Lot compromised with Sodom for the 
sake of gain. He went down there solely for 
its wealth (Gen. 13: 10-11). He thought he 
could divide his family life into separate com- 
partments, and keep apart from Sodom’s so- cial life jwhile taking an active part in their 
business life. He failed miserably. The at- 
mosphere of Sodom penetrated intd every cor- 
ner of his home, and all who breathed it were 
defiled. Many men make the same mistake 
now. They take their families into an evil 

Lot’s story shows that a good man can 
take his family into Sodom, but may not be 
able to get them out. Moody used to tell of 
a middle-aged man who was converted in a 
meeting in a western city. When the great 
decision was made, he was filled with joy. 
The next day he came back in utter dejection. 
The evangelist asked if he had lost his hold 
of God’s grace. He answered: “Noy But 
I went to my children last night and spoke 
to them of my decision, and everyone of them 
treated me as a fool.” His is the experience 
of many men, themselves good, who lead their 
families into worldly surroundings. The in- 
fluences drew them quite away from God. 
When the parents awake to the danger, they 
will strike in vain to win them back, 

Next, the wealth acquired in Sodom shared 
Sodom’s fate. This had happened before (Gen. 
14), but Lot refused to take the warning. 
Now, we cannot say that all the money made 
as Lot’s was made will share the fate that 
his met. But how often does unsanctified 
wealth prove a curse to a family! When the 
character is bad, wealth simply 
ed opportunity for evil. 

Note in conclusion the following 

gives increas- 

points: environment thinking that they can keep them (1) That Lot was saved at all was to uncontaminated while they make money in the Abraham’s intercessory prayer (Glen. 18:16- midst of evil. Lot's experience has shewn 23). “The effectual fervent prayer of a right- what the result will be. 
cous man availeth much (James 5: 16). 

(2) The urgency of the angels in hasten- 
ing Lot out of Sodom is remarkable. They 
showed their power in many ways (verses 10- 
11). And they knew the danger. In a pow- 
erful sermon on this incident, Rev. John Me- 
Neill holds their urgency up as an ex 
for Christian workers,and urges all to e 
ness in saving men. 

(3) The Golden Text points the moral of 
the whole tragedy in insisting on the need of 
separation. Christian people are safe in a sin. 
ful world only when they oppose its evil in 
every way, and have nothing to do with what 
their conscience condemns, 

Lot did not give hig family as good a chance 
as he had himself. His own formative years 
were spent in the pure atmosphere of Abra- 
ham’s home. Their formative years were spent 
in Sodom. Lot’s character was formed be- 
fore he went to Sodom and he was safe. Their 
characters were being formed while in Sodom, 
and they took on the quality of their environ- 
ment. 

ample 

arnest- 

Never was there a more striking illustra- 
tion than Lot’s of the truth that example is 
more powerful than precept. Lot denounced 
the Sodomites (verses 7-8: IT. Peter 2:7), yet 
he dealt with them. His children seem to have 
felt that if the men of Sodom were good 
enough for their father to deal with, their fam- 
ilies were good enough for his family to as- 
sociate with. Hence they went for pleasure 
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that they are not giving their children the 
same chance as they had. They were brought 

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETIES. 

Every influence Only three months remain before the meet. 
ing of the Alliance. Our Missionary Societies 
need to put forth their best efforts in raising 
their missionary money. 

The loss of our missionary church is a call 
to greater faith and greater efforts. It is the 
Lord’s work. Let there be hearty and cheer- And their words are paralyzed by the fact ful co-operation. 

ngs they denounce. And, say what they will, 
heir children will seek pleasure where they 
eek power and gain. 

Is it not possible, then, to be in the world 
Yes. But not in a world that 

Be such a man, live such a life that if every 
man were such as you and every life a life like 
yours, this earth would be a paradise.—Phillips 
Brooks. 

“And wisest he in this whole wide land 
Of hoarding till bent and grey; 

For all you can hold in your cold dead hand 
Is what you have given away.” 

—Joaquin Miller, 

tmosphere of our associations out of our 
omes. It will penetrate into every life, and 


