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than there is for the lack of the gift of
tongues.

4. The grace of faith is designed to be per-
manent, and is as indispensable to spiritual, as
breathing is to natural life. Faith as a charism
is not permanent, but occasional. St Paul
sometimes had it, and could heal (Acts 28:8),
and sometimes he had it not and could not hea’,

as we infer from IT Tim. 4:20.

5. The grace of faith transforms the moral
ch:n':uf!'m. The charism of faith has no sucl
effect any more than any other extraordinary
oift of the Spirit.” Balaam and King Saul
prophesied under the power of the Spirit, anc
both died accursed of God. TI
one man in the flames of hell today who was
once commissioned to work miracles. Compare
Matt. 10:1-4 and 26:24, Jno. 17:12. Jesus
Christ intimates that Judas will have plenty
of company from the ranks of Christian minris-
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ters who in theory acknowledged the Tordship
of Christ after the strictest orthodoxy, and in
the exercise of their pi"o{’(‘e'»-*on cast out devils
and did mighty works (Greek, miracles), but

had not that grace 0! faith which works by
love, purifies the heart, and brings its possessor
‘nto vital union with Christ. “The distinguish-
ing feature in those men is an impure, often
Rmahm] boldness in the faith, which, tho'mn

\abling them to perform outward acts of :
nmrvdonq nature, yet fails to exercise any in~
fluence on their moral life—just the sort of
thing described by Paul in I Cor. 13:2, and the
manifestations of which are to be met in every
age especially in times of great religion
citement.” (Meyer).

Tf the Greek reader will scrutinize this
Pauline text. he will find that Paul’s form of
hypothesis (can with the subjunctive) assumes
the condition. faith without love, as possible
with some present expectation that may be
realized. In other words. men may have a
mountain-moving faith in unregenerate hearts
A character as paradoxical as this may exist.

“Tn the exercise of His sovereignty, the
Spirit may give power of service even to men
who are not converted. Or rather, there are
men to whom He comes who resist His saving
|)4 wer and welcome His working power......
As there was a Balaam in the Old Testament
<o there are to be found now those who preach
the Gospel to others
castaways.” (Dr. Jno. Robson).

“Tt ig certain that the faith '\*-’hic"n is here
(Matt. 17:20) spoken of does no - alwavs 1m-

, :
Many have 1‘:;/1 1t,

and "(‘ thems selves ar

ply saving faith.
thereby cast out devils and yet will at last have
1
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their portion with them. is only a super-
natural persuasion given a man that God witl
work thus by him that hour.” (John Wes-
ley).

The doctrime of the extreme faith-cure ad-
vocates, that the atonement of Christ covers
sickness as well as sin, :mﬂ, that deliverance
from both is through faith, rests chiefly on
Isa. 53 4. Ti is true, as they claim, that the
Hebrew word for “sorrows” is usually trans-
lated “sickness.”

“Iimself took ou

our sicknesses.” Let us examine these ff\ﬁ
\ 1 ]

'T'h"z‘w‘ is sustained by Matt.
» infirmities, and bare

"

[saiah gives a prophetic picture of the Mess

while in the flesh on earth as a man of sorrows,
despised, afflicted, erroneously esteemed smit-
as a lamb to the
slaughter, and wounded for our transgressions.
Tn the middle of this catalog of humiliations,
sufferings and insults, having no reference to
His miracles, occurs the phrase “v:ri,‘]‘iod our

ten of God, oppressed, brought

sorrows.” a phrase in perfect accord with the
list of disabilities and abuses above ;:‘«Uﬂx d.

To make the passage harmonious, both the
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translators of the authorized Ver sion and the

revisers have employed the word “sorrows” ir.-

stead of "“;~;1('1e.:,L‘,»‘;-'es:f’ In this they have given

the mind of the Spirit in
Me
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His 1)\>1huliu< of
the shady side of the N
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ssiah’s earthly life.
But should we put ,~<;<t1(n<=&o~3’ in the place of
“sorrows” (he bore away our \'1(‘]{}1‘{\»(%), we
have only a description of the miraculous cures
wrought by Christ during His abode on the
carth, but no promise of their continuan. e
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» is not now under chastisement,
tanding dumb before the judgment seat and
The whole dreadfai
catalog of human sufferings is past forever,
and with it the painful Sh“ﬁin of His tender
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sensibilities and sympathies w

bruised for our iniquities.

h human suf-
fering with which He was hom;;ht' into con-
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stant contact in His Ministry of bodily heal-

)

nificance of Matt. 8:17, “Himself took (awas

1

our infirmities and bare (away) our diseases?”’

ing. The question now arises, What is the 3ig-

Tt cannot mean that He took the leprosy, the
epliep fever, the .ﬂm(]now upon Hin.self
o defile and corrupt His body, but that Ie
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miraculously removed H},m to attest His Mes-

siahship and His divinity. But since His as
cension, He gives a higher kind of proof
His Goodhood through tl

er of -ﬂ' Holy Ghost

the <f<‘m'<‘1im;1 power

1e transforming pow-

transfiguring sinful souls,

the only miracle de-
signed to be repeated down to the end of time,
“the everlasting sign which shall not be cuit
off; instead of the thorn, the fir tree, and 1n-
stead of the thorn the myrtle”; instead of the
sot, the saint; instead of the rascal, the
righteous, the one transformed into the otlies 12
the twinkline of an eye by the new Dirth
the Holy Ghost. Read T Cor. 6:9-10:

through I
fornicators, adulterers, abusers of themselves
ik mankind, thieves, drunkards, and extor-
fioners. as vile a gang as wers ever phetograph-

el for

a rooues’ gallery: “such were some of
you,” the Corinthian church, “but = ye  are

washed, ve are justified in the name of the
and ve are sanctified by the Spirit

our God.” T!:ek"{'- are the ‘greater works”

than bodily healing, yea, than raising corpses
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With far less strain of the Seriptures one
might prove that the atonement exempts the
believer from physical death. For ve " read
that the purpose of Christ was “that t through
death e might destroy hlm that hath the
bower of ‘death, that is, the devil,” that He
“hath abolished death; and whosoever liveth

and believeth in me shall never die: 25 “T'las

is the bread which cometh down from heaven,
that 2 man may eat thereof and not die AN

mioht insist on the literalism of these
texts and teach that faith can ward off death.
[£ it is said that believers do die, we reply
that believers are sick also. I+ faith- 18 not

desioned to prevent deaths, it is not d

esigned

to prevent consumptions, "“\'(*1'>~‘ and plagues,
n 1

the sappers and miners of death.

The eacer desire of some Christians 10 se-

cure the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit is
not an evidence of spiritual progress, but
sher of spiritual retrogression. The dis-
civles of the eccentric Edward Trving, the mod-
rn Catholic Apostolic Church, imagined that
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aborate ecclesiastical organization outlined in

apostles, prophets, evangelists, pas-
Tl’wir success has not made
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a deep impression on either the world or the

church. One branch of ﬂw Second Adventists
believe that they have by faith been endowed

with several of the gifts of the Spirit, such
as tongues and interpretations. A large num-
ber of Christians of various churches are dili-

oently inculcating the doctrine that every kind
of sickness will invariably be cured by the
orace of faith possible to all Christians, and
that the absence of such faith is a species of
unbelief, constituting a grave defect of the
spiritual life. We believe that this hanker-
ing after these gifts is undermining the spirit-
uality of those who indulge in it, and we com-
,mond to them the grand aim set before us by
St. Paul, “I show unto you a more excellent
way,” LOVE. The church in which the gifts
were especially manifest was the most undesir-
able of the New Testament churches. I would
not swap off for it the poorest one of the
fifteen of my pastoral life. “Indeed, I should
loathe to minister to such a sorry set of Chris-
tians as were the Corinthians with all their
Wrangling about Paul,
running after false

mi}'zu‘]os and tongues.
Apollos, and Cephas,
i 1<11m\. full of envying, strife, and division,
harboring an incestuous person without dis-
cipline, degrading the Lord’s supper into a
feast of appetite, giving to Paul constant sor-
row and anxiety, the Corinthians needed mir-
acles to give them a respectable tatle:: o a
Christian name: and they so abused miracu-
lous gifts by ]Oﬂ]mlsv and contention that they
turned their Sabbath assemblies into cabals of
men and women shouting, singing, praying,
prophesying, pellmell, without decency or or-
der. TFrom such a style of Christianity “Good
Tm] d, deliver us,” and lead us into the heritage
: T Cor. 13 5y “The more excellent way.”
The ])1'00'(’ text for faith cure most frequent-
ly quoted is Jas. 5:14-16. The first: of these
verses is often cited as though it read thus, “Is
any sick among you? Iet him call for the

olders of the church; and let them pray over

him, annointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord, and he shall be healed.” But the
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words in Italic are not Scripture:
does not follow the annointing and praying as
a divinely ordered sequence, but it follows
the prayer of faith. We contend that the con-
text, especially the classification of the ]10‘1]-
ing with the miracle-working f11111 of Klijal

proves beyond dispute that James 1s lmn
speaking of the charismatic or extraordinary
taith and not of the grace of faith. Whenever
ihe former is bestowed, the healing will take
place. Whenever it 1s withheld because di-
vine wisdom sees that death or continued sick-
ness is better for the accomplishment of God’s
purposes, no healing will ensue.
as true in the days of St. James as it is now,
ihat faith for a blessing contrary to the di-
There may be

This was just

vine Will is an impossibility.
attempts to believe and efforts resembling
faith. but true faith for a thing not in the
divine Will cannot exist.

About the use of oil recommended bv James
C1y T hateat sacra-
mental because the annointing is in Hx(‘ name
of the Lord. But this does not make it a sac-
rament. since all the activities of the Chris-
tian life are to be “in His Name.” Moreover,
there is no indication in primitive history that
oil was used sacramentally. In the consecra-
tion of kings and pr"ioqtq it was used as a sym-
bol of the Holy Spirit. But James could not
consistently be enjoining the use of a symbol
after the thing signified, the Pent tecostal gift,
had actually descended. In the progress of

revelation there is no such anomaly as a retro-
oression from the antitype to the type. (2)
That olive oil has sanative qualities. The 8
entals used it medicinally, anointing the sici
and the wounded. Hence the seventy disciples
sent out on the trial mission were directed to
anoint the sick as a salutary and approved
mdicament (Mark 6:13). If we translate the

there are two opinions:
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