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HOW PREACHERS BACKSLIDE. 

By Rev. E. E. Shelhamer. 

Be it far from the writer to pose as a 

critic. or as an example to ministers, but 

having lived forty and eight years, he has 

sx posian ced and observed a few things. 

~ With Charles G. Finney, we are convinced 

that the greater responsibility lies with the 

ministry. If preachers keep right, the peo- 

ple will generally get right. = There are 

various ways in which a minister may be- 

come a reprobate but we will speak now 

of only two. 

4. Selling Out. 

This pertains especialy to young minis- 

ters. With a young man the paramount 

thought is, or should be—how to succeed. 

This 1s Futh but is not without its dan- 

gers. The very nature of the desire may 

lead him unawares to spurn as a non-es- 

sential, some unpopular, yet vital truth 

that Tie be for his making. 

Many a man has never been heard from, 

who ought to have aroused three worlds, 

imply because he was afraid to express 

and follow a God-given conviction. We 

fear there are multitudes of preachers who 

have failed to be and therefore to accom- 

plish all that God had in mind for them, 

because they were more concerned about 

being safe’ and “representative men,” 

that soul winners, It is sad to see young 

preachers, bow and scrape La eccles- 

astical diplomats in order to get a little 
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Some of the great religious gatherings 

n.d conventions remind a keen observer 

of a political caucus where underlings 

(5% n and oo To the strut ol The™ higher 

Tg one who is dead to all things but 

(rod, the scen~ is heart sickening. 

The average young preacher is on the 

1aarket with eyes and ears open for any- 

thing that will give him prestige. 1f he can 

only get his name or picture before the 

public, surely this will advance him. And 

shot 11d he be received favorably, he feeds 

upon compliments with more relish than 

he does the precious Word. He feels more 

at home in public than upon his knees with 

an open Bible. He is more intent on study- 

ing how to be eat or pleasing in 

arance hyn on being deeply pious. He 

knows not the value of solit tide, nor the 

Tull meaning of detachment. What a pity! 

If he only knew ho wto tarry until purified 

from all fleshly curiosity and self-recollec- 

ion he would then be on the true road to 

No doubt the devil watches 
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and takes 

oreat delight when a young preacher 

i more time planning on how to 

climb than on how to sink. For remember, 

when one grows faster than he ripens, he 

is making himself an easy prey for the 

devil. The higher he climbs, the more 

ruinous the consequences when he falls. 

“Wherefore, let him that thinketh he 

standeth take heed lest he fall.” 

il. Self=Sufficiency. 

The yielding to a self-important air is 

another way ministers lose out. This per- 

tains more especially to old men. They 

have had much experience and can speak 

with authority. Good as this may be they 

are not yet out of gun-shot of the devil. 

The very fact that a man has succeeded 

more or less, may lead to his everlasting 

undoing. His reputation may be. his 

ruination. This was what defeated Sam- 

son. “And he awoke out of his sleep, and 

said, I will go out as at other times before 

and shake myself. And he wist not that the 

departed from him.” Here was 

a mighty man (and not the only one) who 

lost out unconsciously; and not until in the 

midst of a crucial test did he awake to the 

fact that he was shorn of his strength. 

It is so easy to feel increased in goods 

and ‘in need of nothing.” But this was 

what led Christ to spue the Laodiceans out 

of His mouth. When a minister begins to 

look wise, become critical and lean back 

upon his acquired ability, his Spiziilighiy 

is at an end. True, he may preach ‘‘mas- 

terly” discourses and fill important posi- 

tions in the hurch, but the moment he feels 

satisfied with present attainments he has 

reached his zenith as a soul-winner. 

Oh, brethren, let us remember that 

when we cease to get men to God we our- 

selves are wretched failures, regardless of 

all other qualifications. 

Many atpr eacher’s history could be writ- 

ten withitwo words—arrested develop- 

ment. Somewhere, somehow, he ceased 

growing in Christ-likeness. He ceased to 

prevail in prayer for souls. He ceased get- 

ling new revelations from the skies. Wihon 

these things come to pass, what does it 

amount to if he has a great mind and a 

commanding appearance? There are 

thousands of preachers now gnashing their 

th in hell who also made a fair show in 

Lord was 

HW sad wher one awakes to the fact 

that he is becoming a success and because 

of it feels his’ability and superiority! No 

doubt the devil waited long to behold this 

men, and when it once became a 

fact he rejoices d with as much fiendish de- 

light as when, after a lapse of ten years the 

same -man fell into open disgrace. Satan 

well knew that the outward act could not 

hecome an awful fact, until there was first 

a leakage within. 

in some 

One of the saddest pictures of which we 

can conceive, is a preacher who has step- 

ped down from his high and holy calling of 

winning souls and is now going about 

scolding and scheming over earthly things 

Another sad picture is an old, yet 

all minister, who has not been broken up 

over lost souls for a long time, but who is 

now nursing his hurt feelings because 

someone did not treat him right. It is too 

bad. The very fact that he feels ‘‘hurt” 

over a ig thing proves that he has a 

\d is not worthy of the confi- 

espect of-others. It also pros 

the peace of God, for 

peace have they which lov 

offend the 
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thy law: and nothing shall 
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Yes, nothing! 

Oh, that this dear old backslider in 

heart could only see that when he allows 

himself to become ‘sore,’ he is as respon- 

sible as the one who creates the offence! 

Oh, that he could break down and get 

cured of his touchiness! 

No doubt the reason some men notice 

little slights and inattentions so readily is 

{that they have too high an estimate of their 

worth In their younger days they took 

these things as a matter of discipline, but 

later they reached that dangerous period 

of self-inflation when it is easy to explode. 

They have evidently never learned, or have 

forgotten Wesley's advice: ‘Let all that 

you think, or say, or do, prove that you are 

mean and little and vile and base in your 

own eyes.”” If one has really become $0 in 

your own .eyes, he will not feel hurt if 

others come to the same conclusion. 

It seems that most preachers have a cer- 

tain limit to their growth and effective- 

ness, after which they either go to seed 

rl die with the dry rot, or go into obli- 

vion under a cloud of disgrace. It is too 

had that many of them, like King Heze- 

kiah, live about fifteen years {oo long, dur- 

ing enti oh time they tear down what they 

labored hard to build. 

It might be well to pray: Good Lord, let 

me live as long as I can db good g00d— 

especially more good than harm. But when 

Thou dost see that because of infirmities 

or inconsistencies I am no longer an asset 

to Thy cause, please take me to heaven 

quickly, I ask in Jesus’ name. Amen {— 

Pentecostal Herald. 

DECEIVING THE VERY ELECT. 

In this day of fads, notions, modifica: 

{ions of ~ doctrine and heresies of every 

kind, we can not be too careful as to what 

and whom we endorse. We 

y the time when all Ca i 
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oy the pr op yrietor that he is out of that 

ut has something else just as good. Peo- 

ple are trying ive the holiness peo- 

le in many places with something thai is 
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succeeding. 
the common instances is 

{he causing of some to believe be- 

cause a preacher teaches a second work of 

grace, therefore he is a holiness preacher, 

times he does not believe in 

the old man at all, but only 

1e Keswick doctrine of power for 

as a second work. The real holi- 

meet so much opposition and 

ious to find a preacher that 

¢ their position that some of 

them accept a good deal that is not holi- 

ness, because a second work of some | kind 
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The proper test of holiness doctrine is 

its treatment of the sin question and not 

its epochal features. We can set it down 

as a fact that the elimination of sin is not a 

popular doctrine and never will be until 

the {ime New Jerusalem, and a 

i} i ? not preaching holiness after the 
AY, le yan order. Tix 

The heavenly arithmetic is that you add 

hy subtracting and multiply by dividing. 

So the physics of heaven teach us that if 

we would permeate a people with religion 

we must begin with the bottom, not with 

the top. The logic of heaven proves that 

persecution and other things which men 

say will kill a religion are the very things 

(hat makes it live and grow.—Bishop W. 

IF. Oldham. 

There is no ‘no man's land’ in our 

Souls, it is all God’s, or the devil will oc- 

cupy it.—Harry Loomer. 


