
MAY 15TH, 1919 THE KING'S HIGHWAY. 7 
——- 

JUDGMENT BEGUN AT THE HOUSE OF 
GOD! 

Rev. Joseph H. Smith. 

When Jesus, answering the question 

pul to him, “Whether there be few that 

are saved? said, ‘Strait is the gate and 

narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, 

and there be that find it,” he must 

have made a deep impression, at least up- 

on Peter's mind. For now these years 

later, when his own race is near run, his 

own life and ministry near ended, he 

sounds the echo of the same truth in his 

first Epistle the fourth Chapter and 28th 

verse. “If the righteous scarcely be saved 

where shall the ungodly and the sinner 

appear?’ Indeed, all he is saying along 

here accents our Lord's command that we 

“Strive to enter in at the strait gate.” It 

does look indeed as if the race were nol 

half run nor the prize near won when onee 

we are fairly started in this way. If any 
one of the apostles at all might have been 

claimed by our “once in grace always in 

erace’’ friends, it would at times seem to 

be Peter when he talks about being “pre- 

destinated,” t‘hereunto appointed,’ -etc. 

Yet no one talks more strongly than he of 

a backslider as a turning again of ‘‘the 
cow that was washed to her wallowing in 

the mire,” “the dog is turned to his own 

vomit again.” And the man that has lost 

knowledge of sins forgiven as having 

“forgotten that he was purged from his 

old sins.” 
And now here he is talking of a Jndg- 

ment of Christians. If does sound strange 

lo those of us who know that in some 

great, good sense our judgment is passed 

upon Him. That ‘there is therefore now 

no condemnation to them that are in 

Christ Jesus.” And it would be strange 

and inexplicable indeed if it were not so 

that Christians, too, are held on proba- 

tion. And this probation of Christians 

involves: 
Their siftings of wheat from chaff. 

Their testing to prove their graces. 

Their chastening to correct their errors. 

Their schooling in discipline to deepen 

and train their motives. 
Their suffering of 

arouse them to their 

sometimes even: 

Their punishment to rebuke their pre- 

Now nothing we find suggested In 

Peter's references to present time suffer- 

ings of believers is to be so interpreted or 

construed so as t 

peiet, 
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consequence to 

deficiencies and 

to weaken what he, with 

all other Bible writers, teaches of a fu- 
ture, final day of Judgment when men 

‘shall give account to Him that is ready 

to judge the quick and the dead.” (v. 5). 

No! From Genesis to Revelation one clear, 

long, strong note is sounded that ‘‘the 

Lord will come with ten thousands of his 

saints to execute judgment. That for all 

these things, good and evil, we will be 

brought into judgment. That for every 

idle word thal men shall speak they shall 

give account in the day of Judgment; that 

“God hath appointed a day in which he 

shall judge all men in righteousness by 

that man Jesus.” ‘That we must all ap- 

pear before the judgment seat of Christ.” 
“Thal every man’s work shall be tried of 

what sort it is for the day will declare it.” 

And it is evident that no judicial factors 

or elements in Providence can suspend 

the great Judgment Day. No man’s wick- 

edness or righteousness can be fully re- 

compensed or rewarded here. All will be 
hereafter. ‘‘His reward is with him.” ~ 

But there are examples and earnests 

of the Judgment now. The judgment and 

destruction of the ante-diluvian flood was 

an earnest of the yet future, final and full 

dissolution of the world by fire in the day 

of judgment and perdition of ungodly 

men. Though, as Jesus shows Sodom and 

Gomorrah are yet to appear in the day of 

Judgment yet they in some considerable 

though limited sense have already ‘‘suf- 

fered the vengeance of eternal fire.” The 

desolations that are now upon the earth, 

in war and famine and pestilence, with a 

hundred kindred miseries are not by mere 

accident or mere sequence. They have 

moral as well as political cause and there 

is a judicial—a penally judicial hand in 

the divine government that permits them. 
In speaking of these very things our Lord 

says, ‘The end is not yet.” “These are 

the beginnings of sorrows.” 
Likewise then, there is a judicial, a 

chastening, a semi-final, an admonitory 

touch of the Divine finger in some of the 

losses, some of the crashes, some of the 

sufferings, the sorrows ond the distresses 

which are befalling many of God's peo- 

ple. Distresses and desolations both spiri- 

tual and material, in homes, and estates, 

and bodies too. We would escape quite a 

little that we pass under of the rod of 
God if we were better behaved children of 

His. 

And there too, are samples, earnests, 
foretastes, and premonitions of the com- 

ing Judgment. 

It behooves us then to be exercised-— 

exercised with prayer, heart searching, 

prompt self-amendment under every 

trial and every suffering. 

It behooves us to note that as these 
trials and sorrows may show us things 

about ourselves we had not known nov 

suspected, so the coming Judgment will 

reveal us through and through. 

It behooves us also to consider that as 

certain grace and standing is now requis- 

ite to enable us pass through the test- 

ings and sufferings of time so certain 

grace and standing will be imperatively 

necessary for all Christians at the day of 

final accounts and decrees. 
1. He must appear with a present, up- 

to-date pardon in his hand. 
2. He must be standing four square 

upon a Sermon on the Mount foundation. 
3. He must be standing having on =a 

wedding garment. 

4. He must be standing with his ves- 

sel full of the oil of the Spirit.—Heart 

and Life. 

“Criticism is god for me. No matter 

whether it comes from saint, or sinner, 
friend or foe, I need criticism. And no 

matter whether I like it or not, I need it. 

I need reproof and correction, too, for I 
am too blind to see my own faults; others 

must see them for me.” 

Think of a half dead man preaching 

holiness! ‘Awake thou that sleepest and 

arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 

thee light.”’-—Eph. 5-14. 

CHRIST'S RESURRECTION AND OURS. 

The resurrection of Christ is the key- 

stone of the plan of redemption. The ad- 

vent, the atonement, and the resurrection 
compose a blessed trinity. 

The prominent thought of most peo- 

ple in connection with the account of the 

resurrection is the tomb; but if the ac- 

count is carefully read it will be discover- 

ed that the tomb was in a garden. This is 
usually lost sight of, bupt it really is an 

important part of the story and one which 

will well repay our consideration. The 

Gospel has made a garden out of a wil- 
derness. It is the story of the open tomb 

that has made the wilderness and the 

solitary place glad, and the desert to re- 
joice and blossom as the rose. When 

Christ was laid in the tomb the seed was 

sown, but on the third day the seed show- 

ed its vitality and life by springing up to 

new beauty and grace. The Easter occa- 

sion is the time above all others when 

Christians rejoice because of this garden 

of exquisite loveliness. 
It was morning in the garden when 

Christ came forth from the tomb. Beauty 

and fragrance met His glance as He step- 

ped forth as the Saviour of the world. The 
night had been very dark; but the light 

begins to break, and by the time the sor- 
rowing women 

found the garden flooded with light and 

glory of the coming day. Christ's resur- 

rection meant the dawning of a better 

hope in the dark night of the world’s sin 
and despair. Slowly its beams have been 

spreading over the earth, seeking out and 
banishing the shadows from the dark cor- 

ners of “‘earth’s remotest bounds,” and 

soon the full glorious day will burst upon 

the startled world when the Sun of Right- 

eousness shall shine forth in all His splen- 
dor, in which Christ shall be the central 

figure and by which the darkness of sin 

will be forever banished. 
It is spring time when we celebrate the 

resurrection of the world’s Redeemer. 

The first green blades have made their 

appearance and the early spring ‘flowers 

have begun to bloom. And so it is in the 

heart and life in which Christ has risen to 

be Lord and King, the death and winter 
of a sinful life disappears before the 

warmth and revivification of eternal 

spring. And the beauty and fragrance and 

springing life of the springtime of the 

soul will be but first fruits of a life of 

glorious fullness and fruitage. 

But angels complete the beauty of the 

picture. Christ the central figure which 

transforms a burying ground into a gar- 

den, the morning of hope and the spring- 

time of life eternal, and angel messengers 

and helpers fo roll back the stones of 

doubt and difficulty and fill the new day 
with glorious possibility—that is the true 
significance of the resurrection!—Wes- 

leyan Methodist. i 

“Creed without deed is useless. Emo- 

tion without motion is null and void. To 

hold a service and not to do a service is 

folly. The Word must become flesh. Doe- 

{rines must be incarnated. The tree must 

be vindicated by its friut.” 

but yourself can make your life 

no one can he pure, honorable, 

R. Miller. 

No one 

beanfiful, 

and loving for you.—J. 
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