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An Advorate of Scriptural Boliness,

And an Highway shall be there, and a_way, and it shall be called The Way of Holiness—Isa. 35-8. gﬁ
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TRUE HOLINESSH#
‘ Eph. 4: 24
¥ A beginning word as to the text, in they go astray as soon as they be born, of the body (natural death) sanctifies

‘which the expression ‘‘true holiness’ is
‘found. True holiness, or holiness of truth;

‘or the truth of holiness; the truth about
holiness; the holiness truth; the truth of
holiness; or ‘‘true holiness.” Holiness a
[teachinﬂ of the Bible. Holiness as a doc-
‘trine of the Bible. Holiness a doctrine of
‘the Church. Holiness the nature of God.
"Holiness the revelation of God, as mani-
fested in Jesus Christ and in the Holy

Ghost. Holiness as a law. Holiness as a
grace. Holiness as a life. Holiness as a
- programme. Holiness (modus operandi)

i—manner of operation. Holiness (mul
tum in parvo)—much in little. Everything
in holiness and holiness in everything.
"The man who has been wholly sanctified
Lhas gone all over and all through the way
Fof salv ation; conviclion, repentdnce par-

don, generation consecmtion faith
;and onLu*e sanctification. It is like a man
bhaving ten dollars.  We know if he has

'%en dollars, he has one dollar and all be-
! low len dollars. So if a man has the bless-
Bing of holinass. he has all before it and
Thas talken all the steps leading toward it,
and all the steps leading to it, and all the
steps into it, and is now, praise the Lord,
in 1t and is enjoying it.

The foregoing statements of holiness,
or about holiness, each and all of them,
suggest thought for treatment.  If we use
the word holiness as a noun, then it must
be understood as & state, a condition.
This use of the word holiness is a com-
mon use of the word and is doubtless the
thought of the Apostle Paul, in the text
for he is speaking of the ‘“‘New Man”
which after God is created (as in Gen.
1:26, ‘‘Let us make man in our image’’).
Holiness as a state in the human heart is
@ creation, a divine creation. David pray-
ed (Psalm 51:10) “Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.” It is ‘“‘creation’” not a sup-
presision, nor a depression of the carnal
mind——or inbred sin, but a cleansing, a
sanc:tifyir (C oi‘ the nature. This is “Trie
holimess,”’ or holiness of the truth. ““Sanc-
tify them throuuh thy truth” (John 17:
A7) .. anctified by Christ. Sanctified through
Chriist. Sanctified in Christ. Sanctified for
hrisit, is necesary to ‘“‘true holiness’” as we
ghalll see.

TThere are many errors concerning holi-
nesss as a state, or condition. We mention
B the one that teaches that we are born
holyy. That a child is innocent is clearly
the teaching of the Bible, and hence all
ghilddren dying in innocer 1cy are saved by
the virtue of Christ’'s blood, without re-

fpenttance on t he part of the child; bui
Mhatt children are born pure, free from
dinbrred sin, is very far from the teachings
of tthe W ord of God. ‘Behold, I was shap-
en iin iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conaceive me’’ (Psalm 51:5). David was
not . born of illegitimate parentage. His
motither was the la\‘inl legal wife of his
fathher Jesse but his father and mother
werre the descendants of Adam, the first
mamn, and in ‘‘Adam all die.” Hence we
“The
“womb:

0

healar this same man David saying
wicicked are

estranged from the

speaking lies”” (Psalm 58:3). What par-
ent has not been grieved as he has heard
the first little story, lie, deviation, exag-
geration, or denial of the truth of hls
young hopeful? No, no, we are not born
holyv; but we are born innocent, and re-
main so until we learn the nature of law
and the cause of sin, and hear of the re-
medy and cure of sin. The prophet Jere-
miah declares (Jer. 17:9) “The heart is
deceitlful above all things and desperate-
ly wicked.” Jesus our Lord says, ‘‘From

within, out of the heart of men, proceed

evil” thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all
these evil things come from within, and
defile the man” (Mark 7:21-22, 23).
2nd, is the error that in conversion, the
new birth, justification, or regeneration,
the soul is m Jd(‘ holy and free from in-
hepibed #in.  The Yerin régeneration has
confused some theological writers be-
cause they have endeavored to make »e-
gener mun provide for the nature of sin
in saivaticu; wherear thesswerk of regen-
eratlon is necessary in bringing ‘to full
life the soul that was dead in sins of a per-
sonal character. In the first work of grace
(xod not only forgives the dead bOU.l (Lhe
ginner) but also Lunm it to life, and not
nnjly rings it to hie, but he also regen-
erates or makes new and cleanses away
all acquired (not inherited) depravity,
and washes the soul },y regeneration, do-
ing away with all the habit dlld conduct of
sin, fully restoring to innocency and
brings back the soul to where it was be-
fore it ever committed sin; and more, by
regeneration the soul is now alive in God
and enjoying the life of God in the soul.
But this is the limit of that great work.
That the nature of sin remains in the
soul of the* regenerated is the verdict,
agreement, experience, argument of all
fully sanctified teachers. To claim that in
regeneration the soul is a'imchd from all
sin is to unchristianize all who have felt
the stirrings of sin &lt(*[‘ they have grown
that they are in a state of Christian life and
grace. No, the vmversal testimony of re-
generated })“Op;u is that the 1‘mture of sin
remains in justified believers ( thn 5 b

65 i v - B [ | s el s Gal. 5 BTy,
3rd, is the error that by g‘rowth in

grace we will become pure. This is a very
common and popular error of many good
and sincere Christians. However, this po-
sition is very weak and even foolish o all
who have been wholly sanctified. Growth
but enlarges and brings to maturity that
which already exists. It adds no new ele-
ment; that is not the nature of growth.
Growth does not cleanse and since the
nature of sin remains in the regenerated,
nothing but cleansing will ever remove it.
Growth dnes not r*hm\‘n the nature of a
free, a calf, a goat, a kicking mule, a pig
or the nature of a man. The nature of
sin is a poisonous virus in the human
soul, and nothing but the mighty fiery
Baptism with the Holy Spirit can burn it
ouf.

And, fourth, is the error that the death

from the nature of sin. Some get it just
before natural death, some in the act of,
or when dying, others after death. Paul
calls death an enemy and says, ‘‘The last
enemy that shall be destroyed is death”
(1. Gor. 15:26). In the book of Job 18:14
death is called ‘‘the king of terrors.”
Death, an enemy and the kmg of terrors,
is to be your deliverer from sin. How un-
reasonable is such an idea. The Calvinists
as a religious people are more deceived by
this error, because they hold that sin is a
part of the human body. Paul does use
the expression ‘‘flesh’” but a full examin-
ation of that text (Rom. 8:8-9) shows it
is not the natural body of which Paul is
speaking. Sin is a condition of the soul
or spirit of man and not of the body.

True holiness is not merely a doctrine,
a theory, a mental concep’rmn an agree-
menf-of feachimg, a rdte, a 1aw kthOngh
it is full of these and more e); it is a grace,
a blessing—indeed, The Blessing.

True ho]me s.is not obtained nor at-
ained by mere intellectual reasoning. It
is bevand man, ouiside of
man. On the aspect of holiness the Bible
pictures holiness as beautiful. True holi-
ness is -well-behaved. It does not get
sulky or fussy in spirit but is always pleas-
ant. ‘“‘Great peace have they which love
thy law; and nothing shall offend them®
(Psalm MQ:?IGQ%).

As to the-.characteristics
ness: it is submissive to
of life. It is uucomnlmnm patlem hope-
ful looking out for the bost ‘T'o speak evil
of no man, to be no brawler, but gentle,
shewing all meeknessunto all men. - TJlus
3:2. True holiness is co-operative, it
hates nothing butl sin. It is not clannish
or narrow minded or sectarian. True holi-
ness will work with all oihet' churches and
church people that are pushing the work
of holiness. True Eumpfsa makes you
bigger than your church, bigger than
your individual notions. True holiness is
aggressive, it is not content with getting
over Jordan. lts motto is, ‘‘Deeper in and
farther out.” ‘‘The trees of the Lord are
full of sap,” says David. Happy and joy-
ous in the way, and happy on the way to
heaven in the way of true holinéss. True
holiness is aggressive in spiritual know-
ledge.

T began reading the Bible through the
first year I was (‘OHV(NLO (1877) and I

have read it through every year since
and twice through two yéars and am just
finishing it now my 49th time. Oh, how
sweet mzd _beauti ful it is to me this last
reading.. What a treasure. No book or

paper, or anything, ever lies on top of my
Bible. The Bible, and good books are my
companions these days when I am away
from home so much. With Jesus and the
Ho'\ Ghost, how happy these days; Christ
is more beautiful, the Holy Splmt more
precious, and the blb}o is growing sweet-
er every day. Praise God. True holiness
is aggressive in promoting holiness. “% ne-
tified and meet for the Master’s use.” Sanc-
tified for use. Sanctification is for service.
(CGontinued on Page 5)
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