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SUPPRESSION, COUNTERACTION, 
ERADICATION. 

Twenty-five years ago it was much more 

“No 

sin’ 

common to hear men say, man can 

without committing than it 1s 

Nowadays there has been quile an 

teaching on “The Victorious 

Life” and many have revised their creed. 

But itis very noticeable that every 

movement that even approaches becom- 

ing popular ‘with the large majority of 

church members must stop short of per- 

fect, personal holiness. Of course we 

-hould rejoice for every degree that the 

standard of Christian experience and life 

‘s lifted, still we cannot ourselves lower 

he standard of God's Word in order to 

meet the lack in the experience of the 

many. 
To the question, “May Christians be 

cleansed from all sin here in this life?” 

only those who believe in the Wesleyan 

ioctrine of perfect love or entire sancti 

. answer in the affirmative. To the 
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question, “Must Christians sins?’ many 

athers may answer, “No, certainly not.” 

BR! those who say that Christians are not 

glhound to commit sin, though it is not 

Wl hossible to get entirely rid of the sin 

principle in this world, are under the ne- 

cessity of explaining how one can live cn 

higher plane than his heart state. They 

must tell us how one may live a holy life 

Land still not be holy in his heart. 

Now let it be remembered that the old 

time “holiness fighter” was consistent in 

this particular: he claimed that one can- 

pot be cleansed from all sin in the pre- 

sent life and that, therefore, sin will 

wreak out in his conduct and he will not 

he able to live a life of holiness. 

But the case of the new Victorious 

Life’ proportion is not so simple; for the 

idea is that sin is within the heart as a 

Jefilement, but that it is not to break out 

in the conduct. The oldest theory of 

those who attempt this difficult explana- 

tion was called ‘Suppression’ By this is 

meant that the grace of God in the heart 

of the believer suppresses the sin prin- 

Jciple so that it does not dominate the life 

or rule in the affections. Sin is still in 

the heart, but it is normally held down 

im more or less of a state of dormancy. 

And now a new name has been found 

[for the arrangement by which men seek 

¥'0 make provision for the “old man’ to 

«(ill live and yet to keep the Christian 

from falling into sin. The new world is 

counteraction; and those who atempt to 

Bell us what this means say that the term 

Rimplies somewhat more than suppression 

fl .nd yet somewhat less than eradication. 
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And an Highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The Way of Holiness—Ilsa. ”_ 4 iss 2. 

so 
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But when the argument is examined if is 

found to contain nothing more than a dis- 
tinction in words. A few new illustrations 
are used to the effect that when the Holy 
spirit comes into the heart and life of 

the believer He renders the sin principle 
moperative somewhat as one renders the 

law of gravitation inoperative when by 

superior force he tosses a stone into the 

air though gravitation continually draws 

the stone back toward the center of the 
carth’s mass. Christians are told that they 

are not to dream that sin is eradicated 
and they are not to trouble aboui sup- 

pressing it, they are simply to let the Holy 

Spirit into their hearts and then there 

will be a continued and increasing coun- 

teraction. As a matter of fact, if the sin 
principle can be so counteracted that the 

t.hristian need not trouble about suppres- 

ston—if he keeps such complete victory 

that there is not need of effort to keep 
«in down-—-then how can any Christian 

with an experience like this be kept from 

dreaming that sin is all destroyed? 

The fact is that suppression and coun- 

teraction are words expressing a dis- 
inction without a difference. In the nor- 
nal justified life the grace of God is suf- 

iicient to suppress or counteract sin prin- 
ciple. though a thoughtful Christian 

would be slow fo say that one “need not 

rouble about suppressing it; for the ex- 

perience of the majority is to the effect 

that only by the most careful effort can 

this suppression be made to work con- 
tinually. Sin will not always remain dor- 

inant and the closest watchin gsi neces- 
sary to make sure that it does not occa- 

sionally become dominant in the life. 
But there 1s a better way. By faith in 

sesus Christ the old sin principle can be 

entirely eradicated by the baptism with 

the Holy Ghost and fire. The@@rinciple 
offect of the incoming of the Holy Ghost 
ito the believer's heart is that of the 

complete destruction of inbred sin. The 
New Testament emphasized purity, sanc- 

tification, purging, holiness and other 

synonyms for a work and state which im- 
plies thal sin is not simply counteracted, 
put entirely eradicated. Let us not regard 
sin of any degree; let us demand of our- 

selves that we commit ourselves to (God 
so fully and that*we trust Him so pe- 
so fully and that we trust Him so per- 

rectly that no spot or wrinkle or 

such thing shall remain fo suggest that 
desus Christ is not an uttermost Saviour. 

Herald of Holiness. 

A TERRIBLE REALITY. SIH, 

We hear much talk about disease, aboul 

tuberculosis germs. He is born with the’ 

germ, and the disease is within him. Like 

any 

“ 

ne abé fim about suffer- 
ing, about bereavement, as the great evils 
of life. There is no radical evil in the 

world but sin. All the evils which men 
dread, are thie hateful brood of which sin 

is the mother. And this sin is not some- 
thing that comes to man from without. 
He does not acquire it as does a healthy 

man who contracts disease by coming 

into contact with diphtheria, smallpox, or 

a worm gnawing at the root of a tree, sin 
touches the very center of man’s life and 
does ils destructive work there. Sin is 

heart disease. What havoe it works is 

described in the latter half of Paul's first 

chapter of Romans. It reduces man to al 

ievel lower than that of the beast. History 

irom the day of Adam to the present 

shows what sin will do. Need we wonder 

hen that from the very beginning men 
nave felt that sin means separation from 

God? Tha? means banishment 

His presence? That like Cain men bear 

the marks of sin upon their hearts and 
itves? Sin is the one outstanding terrible <i 

reality.— The Lutheran. = 
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WHAT HOLINESS WILL NOT DO. HES 
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will not deliver us from our py 
natural life. We are always human. It 3 A 
will not deliver us from infirmities of. IN 
ody or mind but will greatly help us. iE 

[t will not keep us from making mis- 4 
(sakes and blunders but it will help us to 
learn and profit by them. 

It does not deliver us 
fear. You may be afraid of a storm, a 
horse, a disease or any natural danger, 

and vet be sanctified wholly. 

It does not put 
have troubles. 

on every side. 

Holiness 

r
e
r
 

eu
 

——
 

from. natural 

1s where we never 

Paul said we are troubled 

It does not put us where it is impos- @ 
sible to fall but where by the grace ofg 
(iod we can stand and overcome. : 

It does not make us all wise but great- 
'v helps our wisdom. 

It does not give you a knowledge of all 
things but a teachable spirit and a desire 
and hunger to know all you can about @ 
ibis holy way. : 

It does not keep wandering thoughts \§ 
from coming to your mind but will keep 
evil desires from entering your heart. 

It does not make us God’s angels, nor 4 
fords over God’s heritage, but humble & 

holy men and women of God. f 
It is not hard for a true Christian to\g 

get holiness nor is it hard for one who 
has to keep it.


