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And an Highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The Way of Heliness—Isa. 35-8.
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#For this is the will of God, even your
| sanctification” (I. Thess. iv. 3).

Tt is pleasant to know that somebody is
iilling for us to be sanctified. Often the
hurch is not. Sanctification is peculiarly
Methodist doctrine, but we have known
residing KElders and Bishops of that
hurch to prosecute and drive ministers
ut of their connection because they ob-
ained and professed this blessing. Mem-
bers of a person’s own family will often
pok upon him who obtlains this blessing
fith a touch of pity as mildly insane.
fhurch leaders will say to young preach-
be ruined if you become e

B “You'll
oliness preacher.”

Yet. unlike all these oposers in the
thurch and out of it, God tells us it is His
iill that we should be sanctified. Read the
rexi again.
—What is sanctification?

The Greek New Testament Lexicon will

ake it plain, , !‘The adjective Hagios
rimarily means pure, clean, without

ficmich, hely, morally pure, blameless in
leart and life.” The verb Hagiazo, derived
fom the adjective, means ‘“‘To make
lean, to purify, to sanectify.”’  The noun
Hagiasnms means ‘sanctification, purity
f heart and life, holiness produced by the
By Spirit’], . (Rom. . vi; 49-82,+ 11 Thesa:
B8, 7..8; Heb. xii;44; 2. Thes, il 18).

This is the testimony of the New Testa-
enl lexicon. The Standard English Dic-
lonary defines ‘‘sanctification’” as ‘‘The
racious work of the Holy Spirit whereby
he believer (not the sinner) is freed from
in and exalted to holiness of heart and
fe.”” Notice—

(1) It is the Spirit’s work. Sanectifi-
ation is not (e result of culture. educa-
on, growth, S¥FIving, self-discipline, self-
gvelopment, death or purgatory.” The
ireek  New Testament teaches that this
lessing is obtained immediately, nhere and
ow, by the baptism with the Holy Spiril
Bets xv, 8, 9). Notice—

(2) “‘Whereby the believer.”” Then it
§a second work of grace obtained only
[ter conversion.”

(3) “The believer is fred from sin”
inbred sin or depravity). The great dis-
ission of St. Paul in the fifth to the
ighth chapters of Romans shows that it
jeans we are ‘‘freed from depravity’’ ac-
irding to the interpretation of the world’s
it scholarship.

We have all inherited depravity through
ice connection from Adam. This sancti-
cation of the Holy Spirit is its only cure.
Lalone cleanses the heart from the pro-
ensity to sin, and makes it clean and pure.

As Worcester’s Dictionary says: ‘‘Sanc-
fication is cleansing from corruption,
wrifying from the dominion of sin.”
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Ii.——Consider the evidénces that Chris=
tians may obtain such a biessing-

We might draw a most satisfactory and,
as we believe, unanswerable argument.

(1) From the Nature and Character

of God. Surely an infinitely holy tod must
hate every kind of sin with an infinite, eter-
nal hatred; and He must do everything
that is right and reasonable to help us get
rid of it. He will never force us to be holy
against our wills; but if we will consent to
be made holy, and will seek His help, He
will make us holy. Jesus said: “"All pow-
er is given unto Me in heaven and on
earth,” and “He came to destroy the
works of the devil.”

Now the greatest work of the devil in
us was the implanting of depravily, or the
spirit of alienation from: God, in every
human breast. Bue Jesus has ample pow-
er to-destroy it; and He will destroy it if
we will permit Him and will co-operate
with Him.

A man said to his friend: “It took two
to sanctify: me,’ s« ‘Whe i.werei/;/theg?'
“Why,, it took me and God.”” ‘“Well, what
did God do?” “He sanctified me.”” “"And
what did you do?” “I let Him.” This is
the truth pul in a few words. We seek;
God sanctifies,

(2) Another evidence of the possi-
bility of such an experience is that it is
God’s will. Our text says: ‘‘This is the
will of God, even your sanctification.”
Only ourselves can frustrate this will of God

(3) Jesus prayed for it. ‘‘Sanctify
them’ (John xvii. 17). God will never
refuse to answer the prayer of His holy
Son. Nothing can prevent this blessing
coming fto us but our own opposition to
the will of God.

(%)  God commanded it. “‘Like as He
who called you is holy, be ye yourselves
also holy in all manner of living; because
it 1s written, Ye ‘'shall be holy, for I am
holy' (il Peber! i 415, 16}

(5) Our Saviour commanded it. “Ye
therefore shall be perfect, as your heaven-
ly Father is perfect’” (Matt. v. 48).

(6) Jesus died for it. ‘““Christ loved
the Church, and gave Himself for it that
He might sanctify it, having cleansed it"”
(Eph. v. 25, 26). ““Wherefore Jesus also,
that He might sanctify the people through
His own blood, suffered without the gate”
| Hepl R 2y,

Now the adorable God will never permit
His holy Son to die in vain. Be sure some
people are going to be sanctified: and it
may as well be you as anyone. It will be
vou if you will be a candidate for the bless-
ing and comply with the conditions.

(7)  God calls us to be sanctified. ‘‘For
GGod ealls us not for uncleanness, but in
sanctification’ (I. Thess. iv. 7).

that earnestly seek if.

(8) God chose us to be sanctified.
“God chose you, beloved of the Lord, from
the beginning unto salvation, in sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”
Nothing but obstinate unbelief will shut
us out from this blessing (2 Thess. ii. 13).
(See also Eph. 1:4).

(9) God promises this blessing to all

“Blessed are they
that hunger and 'thirst after righteousness
(rightness of heart), for they shail be fill-
ed"” (Matt. v. 6). “The God of peace Him-
self sanctify you wholly. Faithful is He
that calleth you who also will do it (I.
Thess. v, Y 2% %

(10) We are taught to pray for it.
The Lord’s prayer is a prayer for sanctifi-
callon, and it dovetails into our next as if
meant to be a part of it. *‘Our Father who
art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy
Kingdom come: Thy will be done in earth
as it 1s done in heaven.”” Are they not a'
holy in heaven? Are they not all free from
every form of sin there? Have they not all
pure and holy hearts there? Holiness is
the very life and breath and atmosphere of
heaven. Then we are to be like that on

LUQY
earth.
Does anyone dare to say that Jesus

taught us to pray for that which cannot
be realised? Never! Therefore, we may
be sanctified on earth before we reach
heaven.

God declares that nothing shall enter
heaven that defileth or worketh abomina-
tion or maketh a lie.”” The depravity in
human hearts does nothing else than defile
and corrupt the imaginations and the
thoughts. It perverts the appetites and de-
sires.

This base depravity, this wicked aliena-
tion from God does nothing else but “work
abominations and makes deceits in the in-
dividual life, in the family, in the Church,
in the school, in<~the nation, in all the
world. The world-war, with all its inde-
scribable horrors and infamies, was only
the depravity of hell let loose in human
hearts to fester, and corrupt and blight
and destroy humanity, and blot out the
image of God from the nature of man.

No wonrer the Triune God hates it
and wills its destruction. No wonder His
infinite love has procured a perfect reme-
dy; but it cost the awful price of Calvary
and the atoning death of the Only-begot-
ten Son of God.

Beloved, shalliwe allow that awful price
to be paid in vain, so far as we are co:-
cerned? Shall you and I reject so greal a
salvation procured for us at such a price?
If we do, our damnation will be deserved
and swift and inevitable.

“Without sanctification no man shall
see the Lord.”—Exchange.
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