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MARCH 31ST, 1924

MISSIONARY CORRSPONDENCE.
Hartland P. O.,
>aulpietersburg,
Natal, South Africa,
. February 6th, 1924
Dear IFriends:

This day is delig;l_nl.l‘l.ll, but very warm.
It has been, so far, a hot, dry summer and
the crops are feeling it all over the coun-
try. Some places there will be little, if
any food to reap. Others, blessed with
some rain, will get fair crops, but here, as
far as I can learn, we will have one much
below the average. One woman estimated
they might reap half a crop of corn
(mealies). This will mean hard times for

pounds sterling have been lost by the
locust eating up the wheat, oats, eltc.
Also by great loss of sheep and cattle as
the locusts ate up every vestige of pas-
ture. -

Then the drought of last winter was
not broken in some parts of the land until
lately and farmers on high veldt have
either not been able to plant at all or
only a little, chancing the crops ripening
before frost comes.

Last week a “Locust Officer” appointed
by the government came in here with
pumps and poison. The magistrate ap-
points responsible Kuropeans as com-
mandants all over the country, dividing
the land between them for supervision

A wedding and the weekly prayer
meeting take place now within an hour.
Ever yours in Jesus,

MRS. H. CG. SANDERS.

Hartland P. O.,
Via Paulpietersburg,
Natal, South Africa,
Feb. 12th, 1924,
Dear Homeland Friends:

[t has been a long time since I have
written, but the days and weeks pass
swiflly by here in Africa, and during the
intense heat it seeins almost impossible
to get letters written. We have had sev-
eral days of much needed rain and the
coolness of the atmosphere has revived us

all and with some famine. over the native population. No pay, but greatly. We do praise the Lord for all
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] [t is too early to form an estimale—as ecach does his best for his country. I)nn venefits. This rain has saved the h{od
] all depends upon the next few days’ rains. Dr. Sanders’ area is very large, but not for the people and we are so thankful.

but it will be very short in here. our sec-
tion of the country.

Mealies are very difficult to buy now
as they are scarce and high in price. For
about two weeks we have not been able to
let anyone person buy a whole bag at a

more so than our other neighbors, as we
are only two families now., about four
miles apart, with the nearest other eight
miles nearer town than we are.

We are asking the Lord to keep this
pest from us if it be his dear will. Our

They have been crying for corn for weeks,
drought in the spring having made the
crops very late. It looked as though an-
other drought was on us, which would
prevent the ripening of the grain, but the
dear Lord has been merciful and we praise
him.  1i is

time. If we did, the few we had would people are so poor, have so little food very hard to see the people
é have gone in two or three days; then what this year and little of stock to sell for 1“11’18'1‘3’ because the food is so sc\ar“r(?e..Dr.
, would the other poor, hungry ones who food. Pray for them and us. Sanders has been able to keep a limited
o came later do? So we have limited them The Government has the locusts under supply of corn in the store and the people
¥ first to four shillings, then later to two control in many places, having destroyed have come to buy from every direction
h shillings worth at a time. This has called thousands of swarms. But they fear an- and many have gone to Paulpietersburg
tl forth thanks from so many people, as they other infestation after rains from the "“".“‘ S”l)l)l)’-_ Some ll'cW.e brought wild
a realized they would have had no food had Kalaharri desert where there are so many {ruit and various other things to sell that
t the “Umfundisi’” not been willing to break great stretches of country without inhabi- they might get food, and now that the
Jo a sack and sell in little lots to all who tants or few who care. The Karvo dis- corn will soon be ripe we do rejoice. To-
came wanting food. trict has been the place where most of day Helen picked four nice ears from our
Now the long looked for Christmas box those first came from. (V\H.lygar'den. i
came and, as soon as possible, Dr. Sanders It might be interesting to note that Well, dear people, the Christmas box
el sent his small wagon and donkeys to locusts, cured and dried, make excellent arrived from 1j111~11,l)le‘fe"“*"“'i‘% “}?f Wed-
bring it in with as many bags of mealies [0od for fowls and all stock, when feed is nesday night, Feb. 6th, and '171}‘”'5‘«1&."
a1 as they could with it. While they were pPoor or exhausted, and one can buy them morning we all 8‘3“16‘1'?(1 on MI'S- Sanders
b¢ gone, et came, our -mealies were by the hundred weight, etc. \"ommlu,ll to (:elebr‘a't_e’ its arn'l.val and en-
iy finishing so we had to cut from four shill- They are only from forty to sixty miles Joy its conlents. Words fail to express
e ings to two each, who wanted to buy. [rom us now and could easily fly here in the gratitude of our h:ii"ts for all the
tfi R ihit - e returned what was our a day or so. beautiful tokens of love received. : Truly
fcu surprise o find the box was left but sev- Last Sunday was communion Sunday W€ were é.]lmOSt greivinelmen [ tor, v
i eral bags of mealies had been brought in with us and a blessed day. Over two hun- were graclously remembered, and I take
be its place. Well, we did not seem to mind dred here, excellent meetings and order- th‘PS OPDOPthHtY to extend a he‘arty thank
bl the leaving of the box in the least, we all ly crowds, but best of all one could feel s to all who so klnd.ly remembered us
80 were so glad to have the extra food for the Spirit of the Lord resting upon the and VhUJ’e in the near future to send out
to the hungry people. people and could by testimony find the Personal letters. Evgrythlng A 80 U
Often they come from far distances people are hungry for God and seeking 'ul and {‘mj'\v Qpprema.ted. Méy it
ls and one or two would faint, they said him. Many heathen were there and some L”,r_'_(], r‘ol\\'nr'd A B a.bl,.mdantly.
SC things went black before their eyes. Of very earnest. God has given us the hearts V\\'e.leel unworthy of all that has be:/en
1ts course something was given them to eat, of lhese people and now as we serve them d(fne for us, and can -o.nly pray that God
du if we had it. or ";hev had the privilege of in this famine time, as we try to help Will make us %‘G&] missionaries and grant
4 grinding meal at our mill, and we lent them in their troubles, they are brought us I‘)Oweil‘ to win souls. ,
(o tHEH pots, wood, ete., to cook for them- Into a different attitude and will lisen as To dwell among a peo‘ple. Uf_ strange
cle salvag™ we preach unto them Jesus. Pray much language and l,lx"ld(?‘!'b:'tﬂll(l their joys and
of One of our girls told me she only re- for us, each and every one, thal we may sorrows and desires is no small task. To
th members once 6f food being scarce, lye-m*s lave eyes to see our opportunities and !1&1\'0 Sl SR WLORE ‘[h.em “n.d KO0
e ago, and then it was nothing like now. 1. wisdom to choose what to say or how to them as "731.@""“‘ ('lul‘(h‘en do is a Wl_de open
fear we are in for a famine, as newspapers help them. dOOP to their hearts and a wonderful priy-
for speak of shortage all over the country. We expect the iteam n tonight or to- llege.
ik Another calamity is locusts. For over a morrow with yonr gifts. Wish you could Sunday the Lord granted us His pre-
th year now they have been giving farmers take the gifts oul and give each one his sence in the litlle service we held. About
i in Cape Colony and Orange Free State or hers. Anyway you all have all of our two dozen present including six or eight
fai much trouble. The government has been most heartfelt thanks. 1 tell you we ap- children. 1 ask that you remember this
helping with spray pumps and poison. preciate our home folks. kraal in your prayers, for it has been a
att Yedi tHovreodn had a tank fixed up on the Two young men dying with consump- hard kraal to reach. Sunday services have
; < engine “of trains in certain places, and tion, and one old woman t(oo. One has l>}"0ll .h_f‘H there al different times and
- sprayed as far as possible as the train gotten saved since he became sick: we fllH(jOntmued because of their seeming
the slowly went amidst the millions that had hope the others do too. To send them indifference. Then again they get inter-
a" Wil Chns\e"n the roadbed and on the side of the little delicacies in food or fruit, to wvisit ested and ‘“’Si"(_) '“()P,ti“{%‘s- There are
Ed i embankment, for their resting place. We and pray with or other ways help them, two old men with wives and sons and
; J have heard that trains were held up by make the people realize that christians daughters married and unmarried.
- R these in the hopper stage, until the hands do care while heathen do not. I trust thal some of you dear people
' dre had to get off and sweep a way for the I hear heavy thunder and pray we may Will pray definitely for this Lindeni kraal.
B lifc frain to pass through. Thousands of get rain, it is so needed. We do  miss our horses so much, for
!




