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his secret, that which was shown so
clearly to us, does not come to pass.
sometimes the Lord gives us an assur-
ance about some matter; and, as we talk
about it and tell it out, the assurance

weakens ;‘;mi the circumstance does not
come o pass: lhen we are humiliated and
glorified

We find.in Matt. 8:4; 9:30; Mark 5:43
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is a deep meaning in the words
True, the persons went off un(i told 1t

conlrary to the Master’s instructions, just
persons do today; we are just as
were. When the Lord
we feel so good over
it, we have to tell it, but what has often
been the consequence? We find thai
many things we have told do not come 1o

as many
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pass.
| y meaning of the word ‘“‘secret”
is an understanding between two persons,
and just as soon as you tell a third pér-
son, it is no longer a secret. Persons say

to you, ‘I want to tell you a secret,”” and
just as soon as il told, 1t ceases {o be a
secret. The Lord has some things that

Romans 14 :22
have it to thy-

He regards as secrets. In
we read, ““Hast thou faith,
self hefore God.”

We turn to Judges 16:17-18 and find
Samuel gave away the secret of his
power. The Word says,. “"He told her -all
his heart,” and later on we read, ‘‘And he
wist nol Lord was departed from
him." What caused the Lord to deparl?
Giving away that «!ﬁ@;» secret that neither
anyone else should have
(oW, In ;\;;‘lwmiuh 2:121 we' read,
told I any man G had

\\1 ere

that the

his wife nor

what God

put in my heart to do at Jerusalem.”” He
( t tell it out, and you know how suc-
cessful he was. Nehemiah built the walls
of Jerusalem, and earried out all the
things which God had secretly put into
his heart. In Daniel 7:28 we read, ‘‘But

[ kept the matter in my heart.” He kept
in his heart that which God revealed to
him. In Luke 2:19 we read, ‘‘But Mary
kept all !he\'v things and pondered them
in her heart;’ also in the fifty-first verse,
‘But His nmthcr kept all these sayings in
These ages go to show

thal God has His secrets which He intrusts
ilis children.

i

lanyv persons have

1P

heart. Pass
)

wondered why the
which they felt sure the Lord had
revealed did’ not come to pass; some

nature of pro-

secret does notl
testify to the

awayv the

hat we should not

goodn of )d after He has done sonie
good things for us, but as nearly as I can
A rstand it, it applies more especially
to the assurances that our prayers are to
e answered. When the Holy Spirit helps

us to intercede at the throne of grace,

and the Lord gives the assurance that
there will be an answer to that prayer,
and we tell that we have the assurance,

it seldom-ecomes to pass.

Of all the cases brought to my notice,

especially in the last three years, I do not

know of a single one where the assurance

which had been verified

after it had been told.

Oh, how puzzling that )
believe in our hearts that

given us was

we e 1

certainly s‘j)t:i(i‘ to us in a way that we
could not possibly doubt, and j."e;l' it did
not come to pass. I remember the first

time ‘1 lost'out' ‘on that line. Ii was a
matter of trusting the Lord for our lem-
poral needs. We used to get into
tight places. That time in particular as
received sweet assur-
Lord that He was going (o
provide for us. My wife was worried he-
cause of our condition, and I
thought I would encourage her, so I said
assurance the Lord is
my prayer and give us
the needed money today,” but the money
didn’t come, and 1T was almost afraid she
would lose confidence in me.

Many times we think we shall encour-
age people by telling them what God {ells
us, bul we fail, because we reveal His
secrel.

Some things we can explain away, bul
others we can not. When persons are not
healed, but die instead, some explain the
failure of their assurance by trying to
spiritualize it, or try with their human
wisdom to explain it away, but it is never
atisfactorily done.

How this whole matter has puzzled me!
times right along the line

many

L prayed, 1 such a

ance from the
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o frer. D have ihe

going to answer

riy
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of money matters, I told of my assurance
from the Lord and never received any-
thing. his failure caused me to look into

the difficulty. “Af first 1 fhought. as ‘we
told these things, the devil heard it and
hindered:; bul [ saw we failed God.
and it seems the Lord does not hold Him-
answer . - the prayer
secret which He has
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self responsible to
after we tell the
committed to us.

The assurance

gives you is a

into with

the Lord
contract He
and when you break your side of that
contract, God is free, and evidently feels
under no obligation to fulfil His part.
You may try to make yourself believe
and try to force matters, ‘but all to no
effect. If thal prayer is answered at all,
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you will have (o pray through to victory
again.

Many persons have said to me, ‘“The
Spirit whispered in my heart, ‘Keep this
to yourself,” but I didn’'t do it and 1 have
lost all by telling it.”

This instruetion necessary io
those who are used as intercessors: for
those whom God has called to minister in
prayer-life. Often there is lurking with
in us a conscious or unconscious pride in
that God has revealed these

we take the glory
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be Him. We like to say, after a
thing has come to pass, ‘I told you 80,
and, when we speak of the assurance
which God has given, il is a satisfaction
to us and feeds our spiritual pride. With
many, this may be unconscious, but it is
lhere neverthe lca\

Oh, how many persons have lost their
) Ing because of this mistake and how
the work has been hindered in many

places! This'is a very serious matter:
person’s revealing the real secret
Liord can stem the tide of power in a con-

one
of the

vention. People spend days on their faces
before God-in prayer, and then through
lack of wisdem or knowledge, by a few

words, their efforts are lost. Sometimes

it requires real self-control to keep still
and a real dying out to self, but we get

vietory by overcoming this desire to tell,
which telling in a great measure exalts
ourselves 1nstead of Jesus.

Some years ago we were holding
meetings in the country and one day a

man came in from the woods, his face
just shining with the very glory of God,

and he said: ‘I have the assurance In my
heart that these people are going to get
saved tonight.”” Not a soul was touched.
[t puzzled many when the assurance fail-

ed to come true and it shook the faith of

others. When you tell things that do not
come to pass, people feel you are not a
safe person in whom to trust.

Just because we have not known these
simple things, we have many times
brought disaster and failure to God’s
work. God forgives us, that is true, but

His work suffers.

[ remember one time
that a eertain number of
be saved at a certain meeting.
I had better tell it because if 1 told it
afterwards they wouldn't believe I had
the assurance. I told it but it didn’t come
[ tried to explain and said thal
maybe the results would follow after-
ards. That was befor understoodelw si
wards. That was before I understood
this lruth.

T'his teaching
ing God’s supplying our needs

(xod showed me
persons shouid
[ thought

to pass.

IS SO necessary concern-
financially,

the salvation of souls, healings and on
every line, for we would get more ans-
wers to prayer if we didn’t break our
part the contract.

One woman testifies that she with
others prayed for her husband, right

and all three of then

rtaken and given tl {19
the assurance that her husband
ing to be saved. Time went on, a year or
two went by and he wasn't saved. And
she felt burdened again and called sever-
her friends together. They
prayed and laid before God the promise,
and they said: “We are going to believe,”
they were almost lifted out of them-
selves, they ‘had such an assurance of
vietory, but he was not saved. After
wwhile circumstances were such that she
prayed through herself and received the

She had no occasion to tell

through to wvictory,
telt God had uned

was go-
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anyone, and became saved and has re-
mained saved ever since.
hen you tell the secrets God has put

into your heart, you may try to force mat-
ters, but God I.Emf:«‘l:‘i answer. On the other
ana there are some things the devil may
do his uimost to hinder, but with God’s
secret hid in our hearts, we can go righf
on to-victo: Be willing to pray without
lling -~ people about it; and, when -yiou
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Beware of everythin~ ncw in religion
for what is cssentially new is essentiall

addition
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