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An Adworate of Scriptural Boliness,

And an Highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The Way of Holiness—Isa. 35-8.
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Pentecostal suceession is more import-
Many are
fought to

ant than apostolic succession.
the battles which have been
prove an apostolic mode of baptism, or to
show that ordinations are h istoric in
that they go back as an unbroken chain to
the days of the apostles. These things are
external, in large measure, and may be
maintained when the spiritual realities o
which they are symbolic have all but been
lost. Pentecostal succession is spiritual.
rlt is to be traced in the faith and experi-
ence of men. The faith of the early

Church was more than a creed. The doe-
irines - that were kept to the fore during
the first Christian century were not sim-
ply logical deductions on the spiritual
phenomena with which the Church was
surrounded. They were attempts on the
part of the Church to state the spiritual
facts with which she was acquainted.
Deeper still, the teachings of the Church
had their foundation in the experience of
the Church. She was pentecostal in her
teaching because she was pentecostal "in
her experience. There can be no finaj
conservation of pentecostal teaching,
when the essentials of a. pentecostal ex-
perience are ignored.

We may be in pentecostal succession
foday. We are living in the dispensation
of the Spirit. None of the gracious prof-
fers of help have been withdrawn. All
the provisions of grace that have been
offered the Church in any age await the
call of faith today. There are no racial
barriers. Peter admitted the Gentiies to
the succession of peuntecostal privileges,
when he said that he perceived that God
was no respector of persons, but that
those of every nation who feared Himn and
worked righteousness are accepted
Him. He 11;11)11(\‘} in his further fee (thing‘.
and the experiences which came o the
houseliold of Carnelius vindicated his
position, that being thus accepted, they
became candidates for the pentecostal
filness of the Spirit. The apostle Paul,
the chiefesc of apostles, gave practically
his whole ministry to Gentile evangeliza-
lion.  Outside of ourselves, there are no
tonditiona hlindrances. We need not
larry in any sacred city. - We need not
hat apostles shall lay their hands upon us
n order that we may receive the Holy
ihost. No madiating ministry of man is
nquired. To ‘be born of the Spirit, to be
ully consecrated to God, to trusi the
tlood of Jesus, to invite the Spirit to take
. His abode in the heart; those are the

unditions, and the only ones, that need
)¢ regarded .

The pentecostal experience is the same
as it was in the days of the apostles. We
shall need to distinguish between some
of the accompaniments of His inaugura!
coming and the abiding elements of the
pentecostal experience. There need be
no sound as of rushing wind. Cloven
tongues like as of fire may not, need no!,
be seen to rest visibly upon us. There
need be no gift of a language uniknown
before.  Those are external manifesta-
tions. They are, at best, but symbolic and
phophetic in meaning. There shall be
cleansing from inward impurity. On the
historic pentecost and in the household
of Cornelius, there was correspondence
in that alike their hearts wre purified by
faith. Every estimate that has to do with
the increase of power and fruitfulness
which came to the disciples after nente-
cost  must take into account the things
from which they were delivered by this
gracious disciples were no
fonger the examples of a narrow sectar-
lanism, which forbade the ministry of all
who did not follow with them, after the
days of pentecost was fully come. James
and John were no lenger the advocates of
destruction for prejudiced Samaritans,
nor aspirants for high places in a coming
Kingdom, after the fires of pentecost had
swept through their hearts. What a dif-
ference was wrought in the faith of
Thomas, the courage and stability of
Peter, the affectional life of John when
they received the power of the Holy Ghost
coming upon them. Whenever Jesus
comes as the Baptizer with the Holy Ghost
and fire to the Church of any age, the
preparatory and symbolic ministries of
men take their places of secondary im-
portance. His fan is always in His hand.
He thoroughly purges His floor and burns
up the chaff with unquenchable fire. He
gathers the wheat into the garner for its
own intrinsic worth and for its harvest
prospects.
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Men are filled with the Spirit today as
in the days that are gone. He takes up

“ His abode in the hearts of those who malke

ready for His coming. As He came in
power and fulness inlo the hearts of the
one hundred and fwenty waiting disciples
on the day of pentecost, and 2s He re-
vealed himself to the household of Cor-
nelius under the preaching of Peler, so
will He come into the hearts of waiting
disciples today. He will put no difference
between us and them, giving us the Holy
Ghost even as He did unto the disciples
in the beginning.

This assurance of our pentecostal pos-

sibilities is a fruitful field of thought for
the days that are just ahead of us. We
have just memorized the death and re-
surrection of our Lord. We are coming
soon to what was known as the harvest
feast of the Jews. To us it has larger
meaning because it is a celebration of the
historic pentecost. We do well to think
on our inheritance in grace and to stir
ourselves up to be in experience and ser-
vice what the Lord would have us be.-—
The Way of Faith.

GREATER WORKS

Jesus asked for the confidence of His
disciples on the ground of the works
which He did as well as the revelations
of the Father which He made.
further = promise that the man of faith
should do greater works than those which
He himself had performed. We are sure
both from the connection in which the
promise was given and from the records
of the early Church that the fulfillment of
this  promise was to be realized almos!
wholly in the realm of the spiritual, Jesus
had healed diverse diseases. He had
cleansed the lepers: He had raised the
dead. No greater miracles in the realm
of the physical could be performed. Fur-
thermore, the Lord healed a great many
more people than did (he (llsmples if we
are to conclude from the New Testament
record.  The words which immediately
follow the promise furnish a key to its
meaning. ‘‘Because I go to my Father.”
The greater works were to result from
the ministry Jesus himself should accom-
plish in ascending to the Father and in
the gifts which He should make to the
Church. The supreme gift of Jesus to the
disciples was the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Beginning with the gracious outpour-
ing of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost,
there was a marvelous increase in spiri-
tual effectivenesss and power. The Spirit,
whose mission it is to glorify Jesus. not
only lifted Him to the throne of the dis-
ciples hearts but wonderfully enforced
the demand of Jesus over the lives of the
unsaved. A great nmlﬁtnde pricked in
their hearts, cried oul: “Men and breth-
ren, what shall we do?’’ That is the stand-
ing offer of our glorified Lord to His dis-
ciples: TIf they will receive Him in the
fullness of grace which the Spirit's bap-
tism brings, there shall be released spiri-
tual energies through . them which will
mean greater spiritual victories than were
known during the days of His flesh.
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