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BUNYAN'’S ESTIMATE
OF A HAPPY MAN

John Bunyan was deeply convicted of his
sins, sought the Lord earnestly, received the par-
don of his sins, and was soon called to preach.
He worshipped with the Dissenters and was or-
dained by them. “Having preached for about five
years, he was apprehended at a religious meeting
in the country, brought before a justice, and ac-
cused as an upholder and maintainer of unlaw-
ful assemblies and conventicles, and for not con-
forming to the form of the Church of England.
Bunyan, being above all dissimulation, admitted
that he attended and encouraged religious meet-
ings, that he dissented from the National Church,
and pleaded, as Paul had done before Felix, that
after the way which they called heresy, so wor-
shiped he the God of his fathers (Acts 24:14).
Bunyan’s judges, satisfied of his guilt by his ad-
mission, sentenced him to perpetual banishment,
founding upon a recent act of the then parlia-
ment. Again he was consigned to prison (the sen-
tence of transportation was not carried out),
where he was detained for twelve years, some-
times closely immured, at other times allowed to
go abroad, and, in one instance at least, he injudi-
ciously visited London. He continued preaching
in prison to his followers who visited him in his
cell.” :

While in this Bedford jail he wrote “Pil-
grim’s Progress,” a work that has been translated
into more languages than any other book in the
world except the Bible. We think that every
Christian should read this book through at least
once a year. His estimate of a happy man, as giv-
en in one of his books, is unique, as follows:

“The happy man is born in the city of re-
generation, in the parish of repentance unto life.
Fducated in the school of obedience, works at the
trade of diligence, does many jobs of self-denial,
owns a large estate in the country of Christian
Content, wears the plain garments of humility.
He breakfasts every morning on spiritual prayer
and sups every evening on the same, and also has
meat to eat the world knows not of. He has
gospel submission in his conduct, due order in his
affections, sound peace in his conscience, satisfy-
ing love in his soul, real divinity in his breast,
true humanity in his heart, the Redeemer’s yoke
on his neck, a crown of glory on his head, and

the entire world under his feet.”
The Free Methodist.

Some say, “I'he body of sin in believers is,
indeed, an enfeebled, conquered, and deposed ty-
rant, and the stroke of death finishes its des-
truction.” So, then, the death of Christ and the
influences of the Holy Spirit were only sufficient
to depose and enfeeble the tyrant sin; but our
death must come in to effect his total destruc-

tion! Thus our death is, at least partially, our
Savior, and thus that which was an effect of sin
(“for sin entered into the world, and death by
sin”), becomes the means of finally destroying
it that is, the effect of a cause can become so
powerful as to react upon that cause and pro-
duce its annihilation! The divinity and philoso-
phy of this sentiment are equally absurd. It is the
blood of Christ alone that cleanses from unright-
eousness ; and the sanctification of a believer is
no more dependent on death than his justifica-
tion—Dr. Adam Clarke, in “Entire Sanctifica-

tion’.
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ATTRIBUTES OF HOLINESS—
DELIVERANCE FROM PRIDE

The heart is the seat of sin. Actions derive
their moral character from the disposition with
which they are performed. To give a sum of
money may be an act of benevolence, or it may
be bribery—it may spring from love to Christ, or
from love of the praise of men. “For from with-

the heart of
adulteries,

in, out of men, proceed evil
thoughts,

thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasci-

fornications, murders,
viousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolish-
ness. All these evil things come from within, and
defile the man” (Mark 7:21-24).

A justified not yield to sin.
“Whosoever is born of God, doth not commit
sin” (1 John 3:9). A soul sanctified to God whol-
ly does not have sin. “But if we walk in the light,

soul does

as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). True
holiness will save one from sins that are popular,

just as readily as from those that are disgraceful.
It is the work of the Spirit. With God, the stand-
ard of right does not vary. Selfish considerations
lead men to tolerate, sometimes one sin, and
sometimes another. A few years ago, many of the
advocates of holiness had nothing to say against
the sin of slave-holding. The church gained by it
in numbers and resources. Now, many take no
decided stand against pride and worldly confor-
mity. They have not a word to utter in condem-
nation of conspiracies of the strong against the
weak. But those who really aim at being right
with God turn from every thing which He has
forbidden, even though it is encouraged by the
church.

Holiness implies deliverance from pride. A
holy pérson can not feel proud. A holy church
can not indulge in pride. Pride can not dwell in
a holy soul. “Him that hath an high look and a
proud heart will not I suffer (Psa. 101:5). “Be
clothed with humility; for God resisteth the
proud and giveth grace to the humble” (1 Peter
3id)

In this particular, the Roman Catholics are
a reproof to the Protestants. To all who are loyal
to the church, the Catholics give the largest lati-
tude of word and action—of business and pleas-
ure. To keep within the bonds of decency and
morality is all that is required of the ordinary
members of her communion. You will find
among them, ladies as gaily dressed as any that
the times «can furnish. But they do not profess
holiness. Their priests may err in many things,
but do not encourage their people to think that
they can become saints, while indulging in pride
to the fullest extent that their means will allow.
They are taught that if they would become holy,
pride must be renounced, and all appearance of
pride must be laid aside. But, in Protestant
churches, you will find persons advocating holi-
ness, whose appearance unmistakably declares
that pride reigns within. Their costly apparel,
their ornaments of gold, their affected tones,
their whole bearing, proclaim that there has been
no real renunciation of the vain pomp and glory
of the world. This, surely, is all wrong, and alto-
gether wrong.

It may be urged that such a course recom-
mends holiness ; that it leads the rich and the re-
fined to embrace it. But this is a mistake. It may
lead them to embrace a delusion—to believe that
they are sanctified, when they are not even

scripturally awakened. That, which is thus recom-
mended, is not holiness. It may have some of its
properties, but the essentials are wanting. To
make people believe that they can so put on
Christ’s righteousness as to set off their own
purple and fine linen to better advantage, is to
make them believe a ruinous lie. Contraries can
not dwell together. Pride and humility can not
reign at once in the same heart. Then do not de-
ceive, even for so good an object as the promo-
tion of holiness. The Savior has commanded us
to count the cost. Until men can see that holiness
is more to be desired than all which they are re-

- quired to give up, they will never obtain 1it.

“But,” many urge, “we should have pride
enough to be decent.” There is no pride in hea-
ven. But there is purity. So we may have inward
and outward purity, without pride. Pride is a re-
sult of the fall. It had no place in Eden. It should
have none in'all our hearts. Seek then for that
holiness which roots it out entirely. i

You may make a consecration to the Lord
ever so full in other respects, but if it does not
include the giving up of your pride in all its
forms, you will not get an experience which will
enable you to do the will of God. And just in pro-
portion as you give up pride and long for deli-
verance from it, just in that proportion will God
take it from your heart. It is a dangerous foe—
give it no quarter. It is a subtle foe, lying in'am-
bush for your overthrow—give it no place for
concealment. : 3

Holiness implies deliverance from pride, as
manifested in the provisions which we make for
our children. Pride is one of the sad effects of
the fall. It will manifest itself in some form or
other in our children, until they are brought
completely under the influence of divine grace.
But parents, who are wholly sanctified to God,
will not give it any encouragement. It needs no
fostering. Do what you can to prevent it; from
the atmosphere around it will drink in enough
nourishment to grow with alarming rapidity. Cut
it back all you may, and with each coming sea-
son it will put forth new vigor, and manifest the
utmost tenacity of life. As long as you find in
yourself a disposition to encourage display in
your children—to fit them up to shine with
worldly splendor, you may rest assured that the
work of holiness in yourself is not yet complete.
You are not fully delivered from pride.

Holiness implies deliverance from denomin-
ational pride. There are many who dress plain,
and who furnish their houses plain, who will
nevertheless give their thousands towards the
construction of a church, when every accommo-
dation could be secured f orone-third the amount
paid for its construction. T'wo-thirds of all that
is paid for our fine houses of worship is expend-
ed for display, and answers no purpose except to
gratify pride. One denomination builds a fine
church. The next one that builds puts forth evef};
possible exertion to surpass it in magnificence;
To raise money, festivals and lotteries are re-
sorted to, and in some cases downrigﬁt dishonesty
is practised. The fine church must be filled with
finely dressed people, and so pride and extrava-
gance are encouraged and the poor virtually ex-
cluded from the house of worship. If the trie
gospel course were taken by all who call them-
selves by the Christian name—if the money ex-
pended to gratify pride were judiciously emplby—
ed in spreading the truth as it is in Jesus—the
time would soon come when it could be said in
all parts of the world, “The poor have the gos-
pel preached to them” (Matt. 11:5).—Rev. B. T.
Roberts.

The Free Methodist.




