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“SPTRI TUAL OLD AGE” 

Lic. Hazel Owens. 

Everyone shudders at the thought of getting 

"old. We dread to think of the time when we must 

"be laid aside from our usual duties, and daily 

tasks. The: thought of becoming stooped, wrinkled 

and grey, horrifies us. As a rule, folk who have 

"it rather thard to make “‘ends meet,” often won- 

der how iit will fare with them when they get 

older, and. who will care for them when they are 

"so they cannot care for themselves. 

There are excepticns to every rule of course, 

but usually one’s old age depends largely upon 

their young life. Many an old person suffers day 

“and night, because of the vices, sins, and dissipa- 

tion of youth. Some are irritable, hard to please, 

and difficult to care for, because they have lived 

narrow and selfishly, while others are happy, 

contented, and easy tc get along with, because 

tl ey have: in youth, and throughout life, learned 

the lesson of thoughtfulness and self-control. We 

are all heraded toward the western hill, and while 

we jcurmey thusward let us say with a certain 

Wiler, i et me grow lovely growing old.” 

1 hysical old age is inevitable. Just as the 

candle on the mantle burns away until entirely 

; sone, sO we are burning out our lives, and soon 

the voungest of us will be gone and forgotten. 

Bt while we cannot avoid growing old in years, 

and infirm in body and mind, we need never 

grow old spiritually. Thank God, that new life 

‘that Jesus alon: imparts, need never become 

feeble nor loose its jest and glow. 

We recall tc memory some, who though 

Lbent with the toil of years, whose hands weie 

‘shaky and whose steps were unsteady, but ye: 

‘were full of spiritual vigor, and whose faces 

shone with that “peculiar something” that never 

orows old. Contrawise we know of those, and 

n fact meet with some every day, who, although 

young in years, whose bodies are strong, and 

whose faces are radiant with good health, yet 

! they have grown old spiritually. To the writer, 

this is indeed a sad state of affairs. How visible 

‘are the marks of old age upon them! They no 

longer get out so frequently to church, as they 

cannot stand the exertion. Evidence of failing 

sl y reveals itself in the fact that they have 

forgotten to do as God commanded them. Spirit- 

‘ual rheumatism has gripped them, and they can- 

not kneel to pray. Instead of a hearty hand 

‘shake, there is the mere extending of two or 

three fingers. The voice has become weak and 

trembly, and they ne longer sing and shout God’s 

praises. The appetite has. waned, and they have 

lost their relish for the “strong meat of the 

Word”. The nerves are shaky, and “certain folk” 

annov them terribly. The eyesight is dimmed, and 

they often speak of “seeing things in a different 

way.” They have become dull of hearing, for the 

Spirit's voice is seldom heard. The step is falter- 

ng, and easily turned out of the way. In fact a 

general breaking up occurs, which proves that 

they are about through and will soon be leaving 

this scene of action. Do you get the application? 

[ repeat Again, we cannot avoid getting old in 
years, but we must not allow curselves to grow 

cld Spiritually. 

H. B. Owens 
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We would call your attention this morning 
to a text found in Paul's second letter to the 

* church at Thessalonia, the third chapter, the fifth 
verse, “And the Lord direct your hearts unto the 
love of God.” 

The natural haven for the heart of man is 
in the loving heart of God. No other environment 
satisfies him. He is restless, disatisfied, ever 
satisfies him. He is restless, dissatisfied, ever 

will bring happiness. He was created for better 
things. He has soul capacities, it is impossible for 
him to be at peace until he"is at peace with God. 
No other harbour is safe. No other love is wor- 
‘thy. 

Now the text suggests that the human heart 
needs direction into the love of God. The Lord 
has brought many influences to bear upon him 
to bring him to God. 

There is the law of God, like a stern school- 
master to bring him to Christ. He sees its beauty, 
He recognizes its reasonableness, He may desire 
to live according to its precepts, but he finds an- 
other law within Him, that is in opposition to 
God's perfect law, a law which brings him into 
bondage. Until he cries out with Paul, “Oh wret- 

 ched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from 

the body of this death?” Then the law having 
done its work in bringing Him to a sense of His 
need. He can look to Jesus and find in rim a 
mighty deliverer. There is the gospel of Christ 
revealing Jesus as the great sin bearing Savior, 
“The Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world.” The gospel, with its invitation as 
broad as the whosoever will and : as deep as the 
ocean of God’s love. There is the influence of 
godly friends and relatives. Yes, there are untold 
influences like sign posts along life's road all di- 
recting us to Jesus, and into the love of God. 

There is another sense in which the Lord 
would direct our hearts into His love. He desires 
‘0 lead every believer into the experience of per- 
fect love. Into a sacred secret place with Him 
where ail that is contrary to his perfect will is 
purged from the heart and the soul finds full de- 
light in Him. He would lead us away, always far- 
ther away from the world and its allurements and 
distractions and always deeper into his own great 
heart of love. What precious secrets he delights 
to reveal to them who will follow him? What 
glorious revelations of Himself! What precious 
experiences known only to his heart and ours! 

But there is another truth here and that is 
that if He is to direct, we must follow. The se- 
cret of blessing is in utter yieldedness, in implicit 
obedience, in such complete abandonment to the 
will of God that our will is lost in His. As he 

number have been successful. 

directs, so we obey and in that glad SHdaictide we 
discover blessing 

Friend if you are a sinner or a wanderer 
from God this mcrning will you not come to Him 
just ncw? He leved you and gave himself for 
you. He wants to save you. “Let the wicked for- 
sake his way and the unrighteous man his 
thought and fet Him return unto the Lord for 
He will have mercy upon Him and to our God 
for He will abundantly pardon ?” a 

And if you do know the joy of sins forgiven: 
and yet in your heart there is knowledge of deep ir 
need, will vou not allow that realized lack to 
bring you to the fount of blessing? 

And the Lord direct your heart into His 
love. Amen. 

RADIO BROADCAST FROM PRESQUE 
ISLE, ME., ON AUGUST 17TH. .BY-. 

REV. H. L. ROBERTSON 

THE SUCCESS OF THE AGES 

Many enterprises have been undertaken in the 
different fields. Some have been futile, a large 

The invention of the steam-power has prov- 
en a wonderful success. Mechanical devices as 
a whole have heen a great industrial success. We 
might mention several forms of government that 
have been a political success. The result has been 
that the lives of heroic millions have been suc- 
cessfully directed and protected socially and ma- 
terially. Let us notice that these have all been 
successful in their own field and sphere and 
for the intended purpose. v 
Let us consider our text. Psalms 32:1-2. 

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in 
whose spirit there is no guile”. This we consider 
to be the success of the ages. No invention, has 
been as powerful as that required for this 
achievement. Nc discovery has suggested the 
riches of this state. 

Man desires more wealth, more pleasure 
and more power. The greatest wealth is divine 
riches; the greatest pleasure is the joy of the 
Lord; the greatest power is to have power with 
God. This we have when we are given power to 
become the sons of God, a member of God’s fam- 
ily. 

There are degrees of success in any field: 
invention, discovery or national government. So 
there is a walk with God that is successful ; a per- 
fect success. The machine must be that which is 
perfected and practical if it is to be real and suc- 
cessful. Similarly man as a follower of God, must 
do more and be more, than mere idealists or the- 
orists if he is to be a success. The guilty past 
must be confessed and forgiven The text says, 
“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven”. 

~ He must have his SIN coveted hy the blood of 
Jesus. “Whose sin is covered”. There must be a 
perfected work in the heart of the believer. The 
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