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THE KING’S HIGHWAY

JANUARY 31ST, 1939

WHY STAGGER AT THE PROMISE?

In ‘the* twelftl chapter.-of Genesis. it is.res

corded that God said to Abraham: “Get thee
out of the ‘country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father’s house, unto a land that I
will shew thee.” To this command He added
a promise. “And I'will make of thee a great
nation.” Although Abraham had no children
when this promise: was .made, it is plain he
must -have-before the-proemise could be ful-
filled. In the seventeenth chapter of the same
book, the fifteenth and sixteenth verse God
p;amly promlsed Abraham' a son. The fulfill-
ment of this promise seemed impossible,
seeing
and Sarah nlnety when the pr omlse was made,

yet ' Patl says, Rom! “4:2 " “He: staggered not

at the promise of God theeizn unbehct but
was strotig in’faith, giwng glory to God .

There: afe a grea many prom1ses in the‘

Word ‘that,’ COnsgdf)“rmor t‘*he;m frorn a human
poifit ‘of view, dre fully a8 stag ermg ‘as that

made t0 Abraham but , nong are. seemmgly:

more nnpos& )le than those that promlse holi-
‘neé¥s {6 tian, Eanl that heart Whrch Ierem1ah
declares is deceitful abilve all thmgs and
desperately w1clxed be made puré in the s1<rht

of Qrod? God declares in His Word it can, and'

ptomises holiness tay His people and ‘the
prom1se should not, stauf*er
’Hollness is’ our greatest need nll of. the
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pronnses of God to Abraham were made . pos- ;
slble by the fulﬁllment of the promise of . B
son even SQ all of the profmses for the futu1e
for the cnld of God depend on the fulﬁllmenti_
of the , promlse of heart purlty Without .a -
; l)ure 'heast we cannot ascend into the hill of-
L HERe Lo, nor stand 1n H1s holy place (see
Psa. 24 4) Wlthout 1t we shall not, see God .,

(See Matt. 5:8; Heb 12 14, Amd while; it
doth not yet appear What we shall be, we
know that at His, appealmg we, shall be like
Him for we shall see H1m as, He, 18, I“And/,”
says John, every man that hath this hope in
him purlﬁeth himself, even as. He s _pure.’;

All agree,, there will be nothing in heaven‘

that is not h@ly All the, symbols used by the

Revelator to plcture heaven to us.suggests.
pu11ty, gates of pearl; strets of pure.. gold, the-

crystal sea, the white throne, an innumerable
host of redeemed .men and, women robed in
white declare heaven a ‘place of purity and
hgliness.,,

b the_n, .man, is, to,be pure.in heart..in

h_eaven,,he must bermade pure in heart -some-.

where between the time of birth and the time
he;enters that:city.. Some: tell us that at, or

after death this work is done. Good, if that is
true we do not need.to worry, but before we,

go: further let us get the Word beneath our
feet.so as to stand on the promises of God,
and not the.theories of man.

-Paul says, IL. Cor. 6:2: “Behold now is the
day -of salvation.” Surely all will agree that
this is spoken of the salvation of the soul, and
that the cleansing .or.entire sanctification of
the  heart is a ‘part of that 'salvation since it
is necessary if we are to “see .God.”

-Notice Paul is using the word “day” here
not of a twenty-four hour period of time, but
of . a dispensation. This dispensation in which
we live is in a peculiar sense “the day of sal-
vation” since the' great 'event which fulfilled
the day of the law and prophets, and marked
the beginning of the day of Grace, makes
possible the salvation of the soul. The salva-
tion of the people of the Old Testament would
have been impossible without the events of

Abraham “was 4’ hundred years old,

the New, for thclr sac11ﬁces would have been
in yain, had it not been for the sacrifice of the
Lamb of God on Calvary, which event, toge-
ther with the bifth of Christ and pentecost,
marks the dawn of our day. The birth of
Christ was the first ray of light which shone
in the east to mark our day, but the: full light

of the day had not come until the descent of -

the Holy Ghost on the day of pentecost.

For the. individual “the - “day” .Paul speaks °
of ‘begins and-ends with this life.” When we~

awake at the sound of the trump of God, and
the dead in Christ rise, a new day will have
dawned, a new dispensation will have been
ushered 1n.

Let us notice that the work God undertakes
in any day is finished in that day, The work
may be done, and usually is, in stages, but
the:ﬁrst and last part of the work begun is
finished in that day. In the day of creation we
see .a work of seven stages, each complete
ity itself, which, make. up that day, and since
the Lord Vlewed the WOll& of that Creatlve

day, and declared it. was very good nothing . -
has ever been added to that work. Scientists

change the, alrandements of the atoms of one
suos_tanc:e and cause, them to form, another,
bt the atoms were in existence since the end .
ft the ‘creative, day,. Man can improve the;
"spec1es or should we not rather. say adapt the
spec1es to.some new purpose, for to improve.
it for one. pt.rpose nfay spoil. it. for another,,
but there has been mo new species. since the.
statemenl, of.. (JOd abput H1s work, .
very. good i s

Now. let us cons1der the day of God = revcla- '}

tion,. to. man-—a, longer day, than the day. of
creatfion, but made up--of stages ench more;
perfect than, the last, A" day ‘which began’™
when God .began.to, reveal FHis will to . the,

conscience of man. Later in the: day of. revela~ e

tlontthe,‘law was given, written on tabletso’fj
stone, and then He revealed Himself. in Christ.
God incarnate .in the flesh.. But: when . John
the beloved closed the book of. Revelation,
with the words, “The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all. Amen,” the day ended
and no new: revelation of God has been made.
True He reveals Himself to man today, but
only. through, the reyelations already made. .

Again we repeat, when a day ends the work
of that day, ceases, because ‘it is complete.
When | the, day: of the Son’s visible presence

on earth, ended ten days before pentecost, He .

ascended te the Father to be seen no more
by the eye of flesh until our bodies are trans-
formed at His coming.

If the statements before made of the day
of creation, the day of revelation; the day of
the Son’s visible:presence on the earth are
true, and we believe they are, does‘it not seem
reasonable that the 'same holds .good of the
day of salvation, and when that day ends for
us, which it does at death, the work of the
soul’s salvation ends. How then will our
hearts be made pure after the day of salva-
tion ends, since it is a part of the soul’s sal-
vation?

Another would tell us that while the heart
must be purified by faith in order to see God
and enjoy heaven, it is done at regeneration,
and add to prove that statement, God does not
do a holy work. The statement that God
does not do a holy work is true, but that the
heart is purified at regeneration does not
stand the test of Scripture, so there must be
something wrong somewhere. Let us examine
the statement.

John the Baptist demanded of the candi-

~ the Holy Ghost at pentecost
» Yidfer L1s speakmg of  his visit to Cornelius.
‘home,_and says, “And God, which knoweth .

the hearts, bear them ‘witness, _glvyiing unto 4

Ghost.
"o Podt accusmg God of only domg a holy

work at regenerat1on to say the heart is mot
b awas .,
i ;48 baptlzed Wlth the Holy Ghostp No, we have_,'. 1
' already notlced that the work of God done in .8
.was, done by severalim
stages, each complete in, 1tse1f so also is the
<. work ol salvatron in the 1nd1v1dual ‘1eart in
’Ihe work of salva-v-_'

_the d1ffe1 ent days

'.'1nd1v1dual

dates he baptized- that they bring forth fruit
meet: for repentance. In other words that they
repent, and their lives show the fruit of re-

pentance. Now if a person repents and be--~

lieves in Christ the Son of God, it seems to
me they must surely be justified in His sight.
Some of John’s disciples, whom we have
already noticed 'must have. repented, later
became Apostles of Christ. (See John 1:35-42).
Certainly- they believed on Christ, for Peter
dectared ‘in answer to a question addressed to

the living God.” Matt. 16:16. Christ Himself
declared of the Apostle in His prayer in Jn.
17: “They are not of the world,” and a person
who is not regenerated is.

yet we
cleansmcf of their hearts with the Baptism of
In Acts 15:8, 9,

them the Holy Ghost, even as He did unto
us; and put no difference between us and

~them, pur1fy1no then hearts by faith.’ L
"not plain then ‘from Pete1 S statement the @
~ Apostles’ hearts Were cleansed or purlﬁed at

pentecost, When they recelved the Holy

cleansed then but at the tnne the 1nd1v1dual

the11 daV of salvation.™
tion although provisionally completed at Cal-,

vary actuallv becrms in, ‘the 1nd1v1dual Whenf
'Just1fy1ng falth grrps the pronnse of .God for
i -The p1eparatlon for the 8
of .a, soul begins when

ololveness of Ssins.

salvatron
God speaks to the heart and convicts of sin.
Conviction, 1s 8 palt of the preparation of the
heart fQI."

is not all of the preparatlon necessar) Before

salvation can be enJoyed conviction must beyw":
followed | by 1epentance and repentance by

faith, then and only then, God does the work

of regeneration, and the guilty past is blottedv |
out by the Blood of the Lamb. Conviction, re-

pentance, faith and regeneration are all separ-
ate yet complcte acts, performed, by God ot
the individual, and figure in the salvation of
the soul, -

When the regenerated child of God realizes
that in that regenerated heart there is still
the sin principal, that could not be forgiven
because it is a condition and not an act of the
individual, yet a condition that caused every
act of sin which the individual committed, and
sees that God is as faithful and just to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness, as He is to forgive
us our sins, and cries out to God for that
cleansing, God will as completely cleanse the
heart as He did forgive the sins.

Beloved, let us not stagger at the promise
of God through unbelief, but rather be strong
in faith, and by our faith in His promise give
glory to God, and enjoy our inheritance in
Him.

F. A. ANDERSON

(Goodness thinks no ill where no ill seems.
—Mailton.

Surely it seenis
.they enjoyed an experience of regeneration,
‘or Justification, while Christ was with them,
find Peter later definitely links the

salvat1on for without conviction
who will turn from sin, and as a part of the &
preparation of the heart 1t is complete but it 8

“the twelve, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of




