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G. R. SYMONDS,

A SOUL-WINNING MINISTRY

Christianity has flourished across the cen-
turies to the degree that it has gone forth
with a passionate interest to win the lost.
When the fires of evangelism have lighted the
pathway of the Church, her conquests have
been glorious, and the stride of her advances
commanded the attention of the world.

Evangelism is primary in the Christian
message. It was primary in the ministry of
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Jesus who said: “For ‘the Son of man is come
to seel: and save that which was lost.” His
quest for the lost was not by way of a good

£

example, an ethical ideal, or a social philos-
ophy. It was by way of the new birth, 11
U:;t‘l1‘6;;{‘61]61‘21ti()n.” Jesus said to Nicodemus:
“FExcept a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” He also said: “Ye
which have followed me, in the regeneration
when the Son of man shall sit in the throne
of his glory, ye also shall sit upon the twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

While Jesus gave us the supreme example
in his life and teachings, he taught plainly
that salvation could not be attained without
“the regeneration.” The good example and
the teachings of Jesus are the standards of
living for those who have experienced the
new birth. The Sermon on the Mount does
not set forth the way of salvation, but a way
of living for those who have been saved.
The primary application of the Sermon on
the Mount is not for an unsaved world, but

is the constitution for those who have entered
Christ’s kingdom through “the regeneration.”

All efforts to keep the teachings of Jesus,
without following him “in the regeneration,”
have no merits in the salvation of the soul.
There must come the enthronement of divine
love “in the regeneration” or we are forever
lost. The Apostle Paul says: “And though I
bestow. all my goods to feed the poor, and
though I give my bedy to be burned, and have
not love, it profiteth me nothing.”

The .most tragic and appalling thing the
mind of man can contemplate is the state of
a lost soul. . This sad state of the lost is de-
scribed by Paul: “That, at that time, ye were
without Christ, being aliens from the com-
monwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world.” Jesus describes
the final state of the lost as a place, “Where
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.” The inconceivably tragic state of
lost souls moved Jesus with infinite compas-
sion and sent him to the cross of Calvary for
human redemption.

Souls without Christ are lost. This fact
should give great concern to every Christian.
It should be a dominant factor in all preach-
ing. When a Scotch woman was asked about
the preaching of Robert Murray McCheyne,
she said: “He preaches as if he were dying
to have you saved.” There is a type of in-
tellectual preaching which furnishes a frosty
light. but is lacking in a holy flame. The soul-
winning minister must speak with a tongue
of fire. A divine compulsion rests upon his
soul for the lost. He preaches for a verdict in
which eternal destiny is involved. He is enam-
ored with a consciousness, whose inner voice
is ever saying: “Woe is me, if I win not the
lost.” _

Much. of our modern day preaching is lack-
ing in soul-winning fervor., Alexander Mac-
laren described this type of preaching when
he said: “There is a type of intellectual preach-
er who. is always preaching down enthusiasm
and preaching up what they call sober stand-
ards of  feeling in matters of religion, by
which, in.nine cases out of ten, they mean
exactly such a tepid condition as is described
in much less polite language, when the voice
3ecause thou art . .. neither
thee out of my

of heaven says: “
hot nor - cold, I will spue
mouth.”” The greatest need in this present
crucial hour of human history is a well train-
ed, Spirit-filled ministry, with the imflamma-
torvy touch of a soul-saving passion. ILet us
pray for such a ministry.—Pentecostal Herald.

SABBATH OBSERVANCE
(Continued from Page One)

torted, Church leaders, until
when Jesus came, there was much of form,
and little of worship. They remembered to
rest, but their hearts were cold in the sight
of the God who gave them this day.

Jesus met the criticism of the legalistic
Jews throughout His entire earthly ministry
as He endeavoured to give back to the Sab-
bath its proper setting. And “as was His
custom, Jesus was in the synagogue on the
Sabbath day” to give worshipful praise to
His Heavenly Father, and with a desire to
help and relieve the suffering of mankind.
His statement, “man was not made for the
Sabbath, but the Sabbath for man,” remind-
ed the world again that man was God’s most
loved creation, and that Divine laws were
made not primarily to bind a sinful and re-

even by the

bellious people, but to set in order the cus-
toms and rites that would be most beneficial
and effective in keeping man close to God
and happier in this world.

What a great spiritual “Balancer” the word
of God has been down through the history
of the Christian church. On the one side is
the tendency of man to cease'to remember,
to lower and nullify God’s commands, until
“measuring ourselves by ourselves” there is
uplift, nothing to restore, and
eventually man is worshipping man rather
than God. On the other side is man’s tendency
to “Remember” the law, but to forget the
spirit and purpose of it, a desire to insert
by-laws and pronounce judgment and so ex-
patriate the law that the Law-giver is over-
shadowed and forgotten—“the letter killeth,
but the spirit giveth life.”

nothing to

Today, apparently the pendulum has swung
far toward Sabbath desecration, The un-
changing Voice proclaiming from the moun-
tain: “Remember the Sabbath day,” is drown-
ed out by the rush and speed of modern
After six days of strenuous work
many go home to rest on the Sabbath, but
not to worship, while so many others make

no difference whatsoever in the seven days,

living.

and thus God’s command grows even dimmer.
is short; occasional re-

minders have little lasting effect. Through

Man’s ‘memory
tragedy, loss, and death God’s warning voice
out, but is so soon forgotten. Our
Omnicient Father this and instituted
the Sabbath—that one day in every seven
given .to rest the body and strengthen the
soul. If we in this generation feel the effects
of Sabbath desecration, how much more will
the next generation suffer.

rings

Saw

To an already needy world, war has come
to add its portion of horror and heartache,
and we wonder why so few have turned to
God and remembered His laws. Existing con-
ditions, and the great wave of forgetfulness
of God’s commands that is sweeping the
world causes the faithful, the true church of
God much sorrow and regret, but let us re-
member God’s many promises to the faith-
ful, and may we so live before Him that
other lives may be touched and turn, too, to
remember God and His never-changing laws.

Respectfully submitted,
In behalf of the Committee,
MRS ANTINT.OP
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Tentative plans have been set for the hold-
ing of a meeting in Teronto this fall, probably
Nov. 23-24, for the purpose of considering
the formation of a Canadian Holiness Asso-
ciation. It is a conviction of many that this
important, if not a historic move, in
the history of the work of holiness in Can-
ada. Our Alliance went on record as favouring
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the plan, and accordingly elected two dele-

gates, Revs. H. 5 "Dow and, ' A. Rogers,, to
represent. us at the meeting.




