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WESLEY ON SA
NCTIFICATION 

As a Second Wor
k of Grace 

The “Holy Club” was formed at Oxford, 

England, in 1729, for
 the sanctification of

 its 

members. The Wesl
eys there sought p

ersonal 

purification by praye
rs, watchings, fastings, 

alms, and Christian 
labors among the poor. 

George Whitefield 
joined them for th

e same 

purpose; he was t
he first to become

 “renewed 

in the spirit of his m
ind,” but not until 

he had 

passed through a fiery ordeal nor until he 

had spent whole days
 and weeks prostrate

 on 

the ground in pray
er, and was saved 

at last 

by laying hold on th
e cross by a living f

aith, 

receiving an! abiding sense o
f the pardoning 

love of God, and a 
full assurance of fa

ith. He 

was “hooted” and pe
lted with missiles in

 the 

streets by his fellow
 students, but was p

repar- 

ing meanwhile to g0 
forth, a sublime heral

d of 

the new “movement,”
 a preacher of Metho

d- 

ism in both hemisph
eres, the greatest p

reach- 

er, it 1s probable, in popu
lar eloquence of all 

the Christian ages. 

John and Charles W
esley continued the

 in- 

effectual ascetic struggle, poring Ov
er the 

pages of the “Imitati
one,” and the “Holy L

iv- 

ing and Dying.” In 
all things “living by

 rule,” 

fasting excessively, 
and visiting the poo

r and 

the prisoners. They found no rest to their 

souls, untroubled as yet by any dogm
atic 

questions, but seeking only spiritual life. 

“Holiness, without 
which no man shall see 

the Lord,” is the cry of the We
sleys’ spirits, 

but still they find i
t not. 

The two brothers det
ermine to seek it in 

the wildtness of the mew world—to “for- 

sake all,” and become missionaries to the 

colonists and savages
 and perish, if need be. 

for their souls. They 
accompanied Gen. Ogl

e- 

thorpe to Georgia, an
d on the voyage they

 

witnessed the joyous 
faith of the Moravian 

peasants and artisans in the perils of the 

storm. They were conv
inced that they them- 

selves had no such fai
th. They questioned t

he 

Moravians and got improved views of the 

spiritual life, but still groped in the dark, 

They learned more fr
om the Moravian mis- 

sionaries in the colonies
 but sank into deeper 

anxiety. They preached
 and read the Liturgy 

every day to the colonists and taught th
eir 

children in the schools. They fasted much, 

slept on the ground and 
refused all food except 

bread and water. John
 went barefooted to en

- 

courage the poor chil
dren who had no shoes

. 

The colonists recoiled from their severities, 

and the Wesleys return
ed to England, defeat- 

ed. 

As they sighted land on
 the return voyage 

John writes in his journa
l: “I went to America 

to convert Indians, bu
t oh, who shall conver

t 

me? Who is he that wil
l deliver me from this 

evil heart of unbelief?” 
He met the Moravians 

again in London where they 
maintained re- 

Jigious meetings in pr
ivate houses. Both the 

Wesleys turned away f
rom St. Paul's West- 

minster Abbey and the dead churches, and 

sought light from heaven in these humble 

Moravian assemblies. 

They became associates of Peter Bohler, 

a Moravian preacher and later a Moravian 

bishop. He was a man 
of learning from the 

University of Jena, who in good Latin con- 

versed with them on d
ivine subjects. John be

- 

gan to cleave to his teachings, and to hi
m. 

‘This godly Moravian expounded 
unto him 

faith, justification by fai
th, and sanctification 

by faith. He began to 
“see the promise, but 

ps 

it is afar off.” Bohler sa
id, “He wept bitterly 

while Iwas talkin
g upon this subject, and 

afterward asked me t
o pray with him. 1 c

an 

freely affirm that he i
s a poor, broken-heart

ed 

sinner, hungering after a b
etter righteous- 

ness.” Thus prepared, 
Wesley attended a Mor

- 

avian meeting and hea
rd Luther's “Preface t

o 

the Epistle to the Romans” read, and the 

truth broke upon his m
ind. He writes: “I fel

t 

I did trust in Christ alone for 
salvation, and 

an assurance was giv
en me that He had t

aken 

away my sins, even mi
ne, and saved me from

 

the law of sin and dea
th.” And Charles Wes

ley 

had, three days before
, experienced the sam

e 

change. 

The very next month J
ohn Wesley preach- 

ed “Salvation by Faith
” before the University

 

of Oxford. He had begu
n his career. The 

churches of London we
re startled by his ser- 

mons. 

«What was the rise of
 Methodism?” asked 

Wesley in his conferenc
e of 1765. He answered, 

“In 1729 my brother
 and 1 read the Bible

; saw 

inward and outward 
holiness therein; foll

ow- 

ed after it, and incite
d others to do so. In 1

737 

we saw this holiness c
omes by faith. In 1738

 

we saw that we mus
t be justified before 

we 

are sanctified. But still, holiness was our 

point : inward and out
ward holiness. God th

en 

thrust’ us out tol raise. up 4 holy people.” 

(Stevens’ History of A
merican Methodism).

 

John Wesley's persona
l testimony and state-

 

ments of doctrine: 

“Many years since, 1 saw that without 

holiness no man shall 
see the Lord. I began 

by following after it. Ten years after, God 

gave me a clearer vi
ew than I had ever had 

before, how to obtain 
it, namely, by faith in 

the Son of God; and 
immediately 1 declared 

to all, We are saved fro
m sin, we are made 

holy by faith. This I testified in private, in 

public, and in print, and 
God confirmed it by a 

thousand witnesses” (f
rom a letter. 1771). 

Again in 1761-63 Mr. Wes
ey wrote to two 

of his preachers: “You hav
e over and over 

denied instantaneous sa
nctification, but 1 have 

known and taught it abo
ve these twenty years. 

1 have continually testif
ied for these twenty 

and five years in priva
te and public, that we 

are sanctified as well as j
ustified by faith. It 

is the doctrine of St. Pau
l, St. James, St. John 

and St. Peter, and no other
wise Mr. Wesley's 

than it is the doctrine of any wh
o preaches 

the pure and whole gospe
l. 1 will tell you as 

plainly as I can speak just
 where and when 1 

found this. I found it in the oracles of God, 

in the Old and New Testa
ments, when I read 

them with no other desire or view than to 

save my soul. 

“Therefore, let ali of our preachers make 

it a point to preach perfection to believers 

constantly, strongly, and ex
plicitly. I doubt 

not we are not explicit enough in preach- 

ing full sanctification eith
er in public or pri- 

vate. (Viel) VI.) p. 529, Wesley's J
ournals). 

In 1766, to his brother Charles, “Insist 

everywhere on full salvation received by 

simple faith. Press the instantaneous bless- 

ing.” 

Mr. Wesley has been accused of giving up 

this doctrine seven years before his death, 

which occurred in 1791. If so
, nothing should 

have fallen from his pen or 
lips after 1784; but 

in 1785 he wrote this, “It wi
ll be well, as soon 

as any of them find peace wit
h God, to exhort 

them to go on unto perfecti
on. The more you 

press all believers to aspire after full salva- 

tion as obtainable now by s
imple faith, the 

more the whole work
 will prosper.” 

In 1789, “Above one 
I preached to anothe

r 

very serious congregation in town, whom 

therefore 1 exhorted to leave 
the first prin- 

ciples, and go on to pe
rfection.” 

One year before his d
eath, 1790, “I am glad

 

Brother D has more light in reg
ard to full 

sanctification. This doctrine is the grand 

depositum which God has lodged with
 the 

people called Methodis
ts, and for the sake 

of 

propagating this chi
efly, He appears to 

have 

raised us up.” 

Three months before
 his death, in 1791, “

A 

man that is not a tho
rough friend of Chris

tian 

perfection can easily p
uzzle others and there

- 

by weaken, if not destroy, any sele
ct society. 

% * * Whenever you
 have an opportunity

 of 

speaking to believers, 
urge them to go on to

 

perfection; spare no si
ns, and God, even our 

own God, shall still give you His bless
ing.” 

Four days before he died
, ‘We must be justi- 

fied by faith, and then g
o on to full salvation.” 

— Selected. 
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A PECULIAR PEOPL
E 

R. Barclay Warren 

A Scripture that is widely misunderstoo
d 

is the reference to a peculiar people: “
Our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave hi
mself for 

us, that he might r
edeem us from all i

niquity, 

and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 

zealous of good work
s.” (Titus 2:14). The

 ex- 

pression “peculiar” is often used implyi
ng 2 

less than average int
elligence on the part

 of 

true Christians. The implication is one who 

__as the prodigal—
has come to himsel

f” and 

come to God. 

“Peculiar” is derived from a Latin word 

meaning “belonging e
xclusively to.” The R

e- 

vised version brings
 out the meaning,—

 ‘puri 

fy unto himself a peo
ple for his own posse

s- 

sion.” 

The expression was fi
rst used with respect 

to the descendants o
f Abraham. “Ye shal

l be 

a peculiar treasure unt
o me above all people”

 

(Ex. 19:5). «The Lord h
ath chosen thee to be 

a peculiar people unto
 himself above all the 

nations that are upon t
he earth” (Deut. 14:2).

 

Then Paul applies the ex
pression to the church 

or called-out ones who a
re redeemed and puri- 

fied by faith in the offe
ring of Christ. 

We who have found fo
rgiveness of sins and 

cleansing from the im
purity of our heart ar

e 

a people for His own possession. We are 

Christ’s peculiar treasu
re and we shall go to 

be with Him in that da
y when He makes up 

His jewels. (Mal 3:17)
: 

It is a great privilege a
nd honor to be one 

of God’s peculiar people
. But it is not an ex- 

clusive privilege. Jesus Christ tasted death 

for every man—so you
, too, may be one of 

His. 

TOM COMETH IN TH
E MORNING” 

Light after darkness, g
ain after loss, 

Strength after weaknes
s, crown after cross; 

Sweet after bitter, hope 
after fears, 

Home after wandering, pr
aise after tears. 

Sheaves after sowing, 
sun after rain, 

Sight after mystery, pe
ace after pain; 

Joy after sorrow, calm
 after blast, 

Rest after weariness, s
weet rest at last! 

Near after distant, glea
n after gloom, 

Love after loneliness life after tomb; 

After long agony, raptur
e of bliss— 

Blest was the pathway l
eading to this! 

_ Frances Ridley Haverga
l 
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