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“Where there is no vision th
e people perish.” 

Webster defines vision as t
he » Act or power 

of perceiving mental imag
es.” 1 suppose what 

an artist sees before he takes up hi
s brush, 

or what the composer Se
es before he stamps 

the notes on paper; or, wh
at the sculptor sees 

before he strikes a blow on his chisel. The 

finished product stands b
efore the man. His 

paints have not been mi
xed; a note has not 

been jotted down; the g
ranite has not even 

been ordered from the quar
ry, but the vision 

is there, and with the vision, the urge to 

achieve. This mental aptit
ude is stronger in 

some than in others, but 
wherever and when- 

ever it becomes sufficienty strong, an artist 

is born. 

Something of this same th
ing carries over 

into the moral realm where spiritual facul- 

ties operate—and here, as 
well as elsewhere, 

men become artists of their
 craft. Their souls 

ablaze with wondrous vsio
n affords sufficient 

inspiration to paint, to compose, to desig
n. 

Not on canvas, not on 
paper, not in stone, but

 

in radiant, holy living. 

The writer of the text su
ggests that visions 

are indispensable to human living—withott 

them men perish. Industr
y will perish, govern- 

ments will perish, nations, k
ingdoms and civili- 

sation itself will go under
 unless carried along 

by the strong tides of ment
al pictures, clearly 

seen though not yet real
ized. 

The Christian Religion is 
tied fast to visions. 

Her hopes have ever re
sted in her visions— 

visions of God, visions 
of Heaven, visions of 

men, “crying in the night,” visions of the 

“kingdoms of this world
 becoming the king- 

doms of our Lord and His
 Christ.” The Pen- 

tecostal era is to be characterized by
 visions. 

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, 

saith the Lord. I will pour out of My Spi
rit 

upon all flesh; and your 
sons and your daugh- 

ters shall prophesy, your
 young men shall see 

visions and your old men
 shall dream dreams.” 

«And 1 will shew wonders
 in Heaven above. 

and signs in the earth ben
eath!” Hence, visions 

are a planned and promis
ed part of the church 

age. 

The extent of our visions 
should be as broad 

4s the eternities; the content of 
our visions 

should be, and can be ble
ssedly practical. Our 

visions should begin whe
re the ground-work 

of our Christian faith beg
ins, viz., in God. “In 

the beginning, God.” “Ie 
that cometh unto 

God. must believe that H
e is.” Since such a 

vision can be had, we sho
uld all wait fort.” 

Such a vision cannot be o
ther than helpful and 

practical. To safeguard 
us against mysticism 

and fanaticism God has 
given us a means of 

seeing Him. Paul writes
: “But we all, with 

open face, beholding as in a glass the glory 

of the Lord, are changed
 into the same image 

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 

ot thé "Tord." Tere, we have
 God revealed; 

the means by which He 
is revealed; and the 

effect of the revelation unon the 
beholder. 

The means is the Word of God—the 
Old and 

New Testaments. In this mirror, men may 

have a vision of God, a
 vision which excites, 

and puts within us an ur
ge to reach for our 

brushes and begin painting that whi
ch we 

have seen. Here, the Trinity is revealed— 

“God in Three Persons.” 
We see first, God 

the Father. In this we h
ave the “Determining” 

oil © Phis Ddepidn keeping with the word 

«Father.” The mind at 
the head of the family,

 

planning, determining, etc. This is God the 

Father, as revealed in t
he Word.” In the bhegin

- 

ning, God.” “Let us make man in
 our owil 

image.” “God hath fr
om the beginning chos

en 

you to salvation thro
ugh sanctification of 

the 

Spirit, and belief of the 
truth.” “According as 

He hath chosen us in Him before the f
oun- 

dation of the world.” «Jim be
ing delivered 

by the Determinate 
counsel and foreknow

l- 

edge of God Shotd. dhou. art God which 

made heaven and ea
rth ,and the sea and

 all 

that in them is, who by the mout
h of Thy 

servant David hast sai
d, why did the heathe

n 

rage, and the people imagine vain t
hings? 

For a truth, against Thy holy child Jesus, 

whom Thou hast anointed, both Hero
d and 

Pontius Pilate, with th
e Gentiles and people 

of 

Israel were gathered 
together for to do wha

t- 

soever Thy hand and 
Thy counsel determine

d 

before to be done.” 
God,all powerful, all

 wise, 

planning, determining, 
working out His reter- 

nal purpose, is the 
vision we see everyw

here. 

“Tn the fullness of t
ime, God sent? THis

 isthe 

creed of the Eternal Fat
her. Nothing ever 

gets beyond His contr
ol. No circumstance 

can 

long hinder. «Whom
 He will He puts 

down, 

and whom He will H
e sets up.” “His Wor

d is 

foreverestablished in
 Heaven.” “I have s

poken 

and I will perform it, saith God.” Let this 

vision strengthen ou
r faith. We are a pa

rt of 

an Infinite design. B
est of all, the God that 

moves the masses, moves also, within the 

masses. He has a per
sonal hook-up with 

each 

individual life. Israel was Israel, and Egypt 

was Egypt, and Go
d had His hand o

n both, 

moving them towards His eternal 
purpose. 

But Joseph, the indi
vidual, whether in 

Israel 

or Egypt, was neve
r {ost sight of by 

the eter- 

nal Father, not ev
en for a moment. 

Interpreting 

dreams in the prison to a mere butler, o
r 

wearing on his hand the king's signet, one 

as well as the other,a part of the Divine 

plan. Man, womat, 
you may be walking 

today 

where few flowers 
grow, of the prison 

walls 

that surround you 
may rise higher t

han you 

can see over. But 
when you cannot 

read the 

riddle, nor underst
and the meaning,

 remember 

that His promise, «W
hen thou passeth t

hrough 

the waters I will be with the
e,” still stands, 

and the God who
 controls the ma

sses is sO 

intimatey acquainted 
with you that He kn

ows 

“what you have n
eed of before you 

ask Him.” 

In the final outcome
 of things God p

ermits us 

to decide but one thi
ng, really—That 

which 

makes His glory k
nown in our comple

te re- 

demption, of that which makes
 known His 

rath on “vessels 
fitted for destruction

.” In 

this, our decision 
determines which 

it shall be. 

But God’s determin
ing counsels mo

ve toward 

their fulfillment. «0 the 
depth of the riches 

both of the wisd
om and knowledge

 of God! 

How unsearchable 
are His judgments, 

and His 

ways past finding 
out! For who hath

 known 

the mind of the 
Lord? Or, who h

ath been His 

counseller? For 
of Him, and thr

ough Him, 

and to Him, are 
all things; to who

m be glory 

forever. Amen.” 

“7 ord, shew us t
he Father.” 

THE CHRISTIAN
 AND HIS MON

EY 

A 

Jelievers in a momently returning T.ord, 

+ho amass treasu
re, stultify their tes

timony 

before both God
 and man. George Muller, 

after $7,500,000 h
ad passed throug

h his hands 

for his orphans, died, with. $590.00 in the 

bank—his entire p
ersonal fortune. O

ne secret 

of Wesley's power
 was his superb divorce 

from money. 1 ting Money out o
f my hands,” 

Bis. m
amma 

he said, “as quickly as possi
ble, lest it find a 

way into my heart.” It is estimated that he 

gave away during his lifetime $150,000 (an 

equivalent of $500,000 tod
ay), derived princi- 

pally from gifts and the proceeds fro
m the 

sales of his books and pamph
lets; and, dying, 

he left behind him, as someone has put it, 

“gq library, a well-worn cler
gyman’s gown, a 

much-abused reputation, a
nd—the Methodist 

Church.”—Selected. 

UNRATIONED MERCIES
 

The Liord’simercies t . . arc new every morn- 

ing. Lam. 3:23. 

Rations of bacon,and ra
tions of cheese, 

Rations of sugar for af
ternoon teas; 

Point for our marmalade,
 points for jam, 

Points for our biscuits, a
nd points for ham. 

"Tis whispered around, “T
he grocer has dates, 

And the shop next door t
heir quota of plates.” 

Priority milk for the bab
ies’ gruel, 

And drastic cuts in the 
ration of fuel. 

Coupons for dresses, an
d coupons for shoes, 

“Austerity” suits, and “Ut
ility” hose; 

A zoning for sweets an
d chocolate, too, 

While the “Sunny South
’ is banned to you. 

Unrationed still, in these days of strife. 

Are all the very best thin
gs of life, 

When we turn our back
s on man-made towns, 

And walk abroad on the 
wind-swept downs. 

Unrationed sunshine, unrationed breeze, 

Unrationed flowers, un
rationed trees, 

Unrationed mercy from 
God above, 

Unrationed peace, and 
unrationed love. 

Unrationed Bread on th
e Heavenly board, 

Unrationed milk of His H
oly Word, 

Unrationed meat—thes
e are offered free 

To all who will come, 
and taste and see. 

Unrationed help at the T
hrone of grace, 

Unrationed patience to 
run the race, 

Unrationed, too, the gar
ment of praise, 

Unrationed shoes for l
ife’s dusty ways. 

Unrationed fuel when the 
cold heart prays, 

Unrationed comfort for 
lonely days; 

The Mansion prepared 
in Heaven for thee, 

Is bomb-proof for all eternity. BoM AL 

Submitted by J. A. J. W
ood, Vancouver, BC. 

QUARTERLY MEETI
NG OF DIST. NO. 3 

Quarterly Meeting of District Nos 3 apis 

vened with the Church
 at Calais, Maine, Sep

t. 

6-9. 

The opening messag
e was brought by R

ev. 

G. R. Symonds from
 II. Peter 1:10. 

On Friday evening Re
v. J. A. Owens spoke 

from the 23rd Psalm
. One seeker came 

to the 

altar to be reclaimed
. 

On Saturday aftern
oon the usual business 

session was held. 

Sunday morning the Love Feast was in 

charge of Rev. G. 
A. Regers. He bro

nght us 

an inspiring talk f
rom John 44-42. F

ollowing 

this service Rev. F. A. Anderson broug
ht a 

message from Isaia
h 1:18. 

On Sunday afterno
on Rev. J. A. Owens de- 

livered the message.
 Four seekers were

 at the 

altar at the close 
of the service. 

Closing message was
 brought by Rev. H.

 8 

Wilson. He spoke 
from Joel 3:13. Si

x young 

girls sought the L
ord at the end of 

this ser- 

vice. 

We wish to thank God for the continued 

presence of the Ho
ly Spirit during t

his Quar- 

terly. Jesus is still able to save, 
sanctify and 

keep. Praise His 
Holy Name. 

MARY LILLEY SA
BINE, Secy. 
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