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THE TEST OF SEEMING FAILURE

Rev. G. D. Watson

In order to have the abiding secret of power
we must consent to seeming failure for Jesus.
I do not know how that thought may strike
you, but if you will look at the great crisal
events in the Bible, and into the lives of people
of great faith, you will find over and over
again that the sweep of power turned on the
pivot of a perfect willingness to fail utterly
in the eye of the world. Those who work with
God cannot be failures, but there are times
when from our standpoint and feeling every-
thing seems to fail utterly, and our quiet
acquiescence in such apparent failure for
Jesus’ sake, while it closes the valve on the
creature side, opens the divine side for the in-
flow of the energy that moves the universe.

It is very easy for even sanctified souls to
become attached to their work and to want
it to succeed as their work. It is so easy for
devoted persons running camp meetings, con-
ventions, faith homes, missions or any kind of
philanthropy or spiritual enterprise, to be-
come greatly attached to the enterprise itself
and to have an over-weening desire for
success. But a close analysis of the heart will
often reveal the fact that the craving for suc-
cess is because we are putting ourselves into
the affair, and the Holy. Ghost who searches
all things, finds out the terrible secret that
after all it is self that wants success. Now, in
order that God may get all the glory, He
must blister the fair face of seeming success,
make us die to ourselves in our work, and
then He can accomplish results greater than
we dream.

Jesus does not want us to get wedded to

His work instead of to Him. We are so frail
even after we are sanctified, and although our
depravity is purged away, all our faculties are
so weak that God must keep our wings clipped
or we would fly over the bounds. A great
many do jump the track. The man that never
feels he has anything to boast of in his work,
but always looks at the work as being nothing
to his credit is the one who is always at the
point- where he is willing to be counted a
failure in the eyes of men. Read the record
of great faith enterprises, such as under
Luther, or Wesley, or George Mullers’s Orph-
anage, or Dr. Culle’s Consumptive Home, or
Bishop Taylor’s work in India or Africa, and
see how thousands of times in these men’s
lives they had to consent to eternal failure
in the eyes of philosophers, churches, minis-
ters and renowned ecclesiastics. Note their
solitary struggles in prayer, their solitary
mountain-peak convictions, the lofty possi-
bilities they saw that no one else could see.
See how they surpassed all the law-makers
in their law, outstripped college proiessors in
their teaching, eclipsed earthly bankers in
their handling of money, how they put to
shame the idleness, shiftlessness and unbelief
of the majority of nominal Christians around
them, and in order to achieve such great re-
sults, they had constantly to lie in the dust,
to bear criticism, coldness and contempt from
those from whom they expected help and
over and over again, in their hearts, had to
say, . .Amen’ to. perfect tailure.. Let. us give
you:

A Scripture Sample or Two

Esther was told by Mordecai to do a certain
daring thing to save the Jews. She said, “If

I do this it may involve my death,” but sent
back word that she would comply with his
térmis, "haZard “her  lue, “and .1f .1 penish, 21
perish.” That heart agreement to perish, to
die and be buried in disgrace, was the key
that unlocked the prison door, that let a
whole nation out into liberty. There was the
secret of power.

When the great monarch of Babylon re-
buked the three Hebrews for not worshipping
his image, they responded, “Be it known unto
you that we shall not bow down to your image;
the God that we serve is able to deliver us
from the fiery furnace, but if not, we will
not bow down to your image.” The secret of
power lay in that expression “but if not.” If
we live by faith and walk with God, there °
will be many times in our lives when similar
tests will confront us, and similar furnaces
blaze for our destruction, and to go through
unscorched. we must carry that great “but
if not” in our hearts. The real value of any
work we do for God can often be measured
by the amount of difficulties in the way of
doing 1it, or else by the effort Satan makes
to destroy it after it is done.

In the book of Revelation, Satan stood to
devour the man-child as soon as He was born.
This is true of every work of God. If you re-
ceive a great blessing from the Holy Ghost,
Satan will soon try to destroy or pervert it.
If there be a glorious camp-meeting or con-
vention or revival, Satan will find human
tools, often within the church, to blast or
check the gracious work if possible. In such
seasons, the true servant of God must consent

to the seeming failure of his labors, and at

the same time go right on working, and com-
mit the work to the absolute care of God.
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Riverside Camp Meeting

Robinson, Maine
August 10th-19th

Evangelist: Rev. William R Y-»nnan
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A great spiritual gathering in the heart of Maine’s famed Aroostoock County.
Hotel and Dormitory accommodations at reasonable rates.
For information write

- - REV. H. L. ROBERTSON, Monticello, Me.




