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THE MAKING O
F A MINISTER 

Rev. Paul S. Rees
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Follow me and 
I will make you

 fishers of 

men.” (Matt. 4:19)
. 

To my friend Page
t Wilkes, of Engla

nd, a 

man once ramark
ed: “1i'Ged shou

ld give the 

command to ange
ls to evangelize 

the world, 

heaven would be empty in five minutes.” 

But we all know that Go
d will give no su

ch 

command. He has
 chosen rather, “B

y the fool- 

sshness of preaching to save them that be
- 

fieve,” committin
g the redeeming e

vangel to 

those who have h
eard it and believed it to 

the saving of thei
r own souls. A ta

sk with- 

held from angels has been entrusted to us 

before the Lord Jesus Christ has 

appeared to make u
s ministers and witn

esses. whom 

The first element 
in the making of 

the min- 

.ster relates to the
 man himself. If we are 

concerned at all about getting first things 

first, we need to es
tablish forever in o

ur minds 

the fact that the p
reacher must be s

omething. 

When St. Paul wrote to
 Timothy about t

he 

things that make or mar the ministry, he 

said, first, “Take heed 
to thyself,” and; SEC 

ond, “to the doctr
ine.” Manhood co

mes first. 

is prior. Moral fitness, personal 

spiritual quality 1s peculiarly elemental and 
Character 

vital. 

Our country had a 
President a few years 

ago who as the administrative 
head of a great 

university before his election to the presi- 

dency, had wide opportunity for contacts 

with the representatives 
of all professions, as 

well as with thousands 
of collegiate candi- 

dates for those professions. 
Out of his wealthy 

experience he once 
spoke some words 

that 

might well be tramed 
on the walls of every 

«When I hear,” he said, 

some of the things
 which young men

 say to preacher’s mind. 

me by way of putti
ng the arguments to

 them- 

selves for going into the ministry, I think 

they are talking of
 another profession.

 Their 

motive is to do something, w
hen it should be 

to be something. You
 do not have to be so

me- 

thing in particular to 
be a lawyer. I have b

een 

a lawyer and I kno
w. You do not have

 to be 

anything in particul
ar, except a kind-h

earted 

man perhaps, to be a
 physician. You do n

ot 

to be anything nor to undergo any 

strong spiritual chan
ge, in order to be’ a

 ner- have 

chant. The only profe
ssion which consists 

in 

being something is t
he ministry of our L

ord 

and Saviour—and it does not consist of
 any- 

thing else. That conception
 of the minister 

which rubs all the marks of it off and mixes 

him in the crowd so t
hat you cannot pick h

im 

out, is a process of eliminat
ing the ministry 

fiadin. 

Admirable as that deliverance is, from a 

Chief Magistrate of 
our nation, it is but the 

Aho of “what 1 Ld a devout 
and eloquent 

bishop to have said 
a half century ago. l

he 

minister,” he declared
, “is unlike other teac

h- 

ers. They simply teac
h art or science, witho

ut 

reference to moral chara
cter. The printer may 

be an excellent mecha
nic, may teach his 

art 

thoroughly, and yet 
be a very bad man. 

The 

college professor may t
each clearly the high- 

est problems in cacculus, and yet be
 grossly 

:mmoral, But the minist
er is blended with the 

truth that he teaches. He may expla
in the 

doctrines of the Bible intellectually, but he 

cannot preach properly without a personal 

realization of the truth.”
 

It is hardly possible to plac
e too much em- 

phasis upon this aspect o
f our study. We are 

sent to preach repent
ance; let us be very 

sure 

that we personally know so
mething of the 

deep meaning of a g
odly sorrow for sin. We 

are sent to proclaim
 the prime necessity

 of 

being “born again”
 and to minister t

he gift 

of eternal life throu
gh Jesus Christ our

 Lord; 

let us make sure that we ourselves
 have 

passed {rom death u
nto life and are inde

ed the 

sons of God. We are
 sent to preach free 

sal- 

vation for all men and full salv
ation from all 

sin, let us give the ri
ght ring to that preac

h- 

ment by making cert
ain that Christ, the “

wis- 

dom of God,” is no
t only our “righteo

usness” 

that his blood 

does in truth clea
nse our hearts fr

om all sin. but also our “sanctification,” 

We are sent to preach a full-orbed gospel, 

with ethical obligations of the highest type 

and social implication
s of the most extensi

ve 

order; we dare not maim our 
ministry by 

missing the moralities
 whose absence spells 

a 

tragedy for any life, but for the life of a 

Christian worker, a tragedy too sad either 

for words or for tears. In the nam
e of the 

Christ who commissio
ns us let us never fail 

at the point of sinceri
ty, honesty, sobriety a

nd 

chastity. 

Not long ago 1 iearned of the case of a 

young minister who 
came to a friend of h

is 

who had lately recei
ved the Baptism with

 the 

Holy Spirit. The thing tha
t he said strikes 

right at the root of this matter of pers
onal 

fitness and religious e
xperience. He declared

: 

%T"hdve been preac
hing things that are not 

operative in me. I refuse to perjure mys
elf 

any longer. 1 am not going to p
reach again 

unless I can preach re
ality. T'll give God until 

Sunday to do someth
ing for me, and if he 

doesn’t do anything
 for me before Sunday, 

someone else can pr
each; 1 won't.” 

Saturday was a day 
of waiting on God. T

he 

Holy Spirit came, and 
the next morning whe

n 

tlhe worshippers settled back in their pews 

they dreamed not of t
he surprise that was i

n 

store for. them. Back 
of the discourse was 2a 

strange dynamic. The preacher's soul was 

different. Behind the 
expression and throbb

ing 

through 1t was an experienc
e—the personal 

experience of a man w
ho had taken heed to

 

himself. The glow w
as on him because G

od 

was in him. 

The second element
 in the making of the 

minister is this: He must not o
nly be some- 

thing, he must believe
 something. 

Theological liberalism has set before this 

generation a sterile Christianity of denials. 

It has put the church
 world through a ver

i- 

table nightmare of negations. One of the 

greatest and gravest n
eeds of the hour is th

e 

recovery by the minis
try of the lost note o

f 

authority. We lost t
hat note when we re

vised 

the grammar of the p
ulpit. We scrapped th

e 

possessive case and 
concentrated on the

 ob- 

jective. We threw a
way nearly all’ ong per- 

iods and exclamation 
points and went in fo

r 

interrogation marks.
 It sounded so fastid

ious- 

ly and comfortably 
modern to announce

 that 

the important thing 
was the quest for tr

uth, 

not the knowing of the truth! 

glorification of the 

In our 

mark, we 

over the person of 

Christ and the valid
ity of the Bible. We

 clean 

forgot that 

chase. unless there 
ate, Some things th

at are 

question 

gave it a place right 

the quest for truth is a fool's 

knowable and that m
ust be laid down as 

being 

reliable. Without certain great fundamental 

bases of conviction w
e can get nowhere i

n our 

quest for truth. Even Descart
es, determined 

to build up his philo
sophy from the very 

bot- 

tom, could not doubt himself, for the very 

good reason he was the 
fellow who was doing 

the doubting. So he left 
us the deathless dic- 

tum, “I think, therefore I. aml : 

By a similar token there
 are certain basic 

affirmations which every 
minister and worker 

must make, and unwaveri
ngly maintain, if he 

is to rank among the wort
hies who preach 

“the unsearchable riches Bf lIChirist. 2 The 

unique and authoritative inspiration of the 

Scriptures, the deity and lordship of Jesus, 

the native sinfulness and moral lostness of 

the race, the death of Christ as a full and 

sufficient sacrifice for sin, the possibility of 

redemption from all sin in this life and fro
m 

all the consequences o
f sin in the life to be, 

the personality of the Holy Spirit and the 

reality of his Pentecostal 

the cleansing 

manifestation in 

and empowering of the be- 

liever, the certainty of the resurrection of 

the dead, some to everla
sting glory and honor, 

some to everlasting shame and 
contempt— 

these, my brethren, are s
ome of the elemental, 

fundamental affirmations around which an 

intelligent and insistent
 Christian conviction 

needs to bind itself with th
e tenacity of cling- 

ing tentacles. About many things you m
ay 

be in doubt. Concerning minor 
matters you 

may not agree among yours
elves. You may be 

in a state of suspended judg
ment. But con- 

cerning these major posi
tions there should be 

in your minds nothing bu
t positive persua- 

sion. 

THE CROSS WAS HIS O
WN 

They borrowed the bed t
o lay His head 

When Christ the Lord 
came down; 

They borrowed the ass 
in the mountain pass 

For Him to ride to town
; 

But the crown that H
e wore and the cross 

that He bore 

Were His own— 

The cross was His own
. 

He borrowed the brea
d when the crowd He

 

fed 

On the grassy mountain 
side; 

He borrowed the dish 
of broken fish 

With which He satisfied; 

But the crown that He
 wore and the cross 

that He bore 

Were His own— 

The cross was His own
. 

He borrowed the ship in
 which to sit 

And teach the multitud
e. 

He borrowed the nest 
in which to rest, 

He had never a home 
sO rude; 

But the crown that H
e wore and the cross

 

that He bore 

Were His own— 

The cross was His o
wn. 

He borrowed a room on
 His way to the tomb 

The passover lamb to ea
t; 

They borrowed a cave 
for Him a grave, 

They borrowed 2 windi
ng sheet; 

But the crown that He
 wore and the cross 

that He bore 

Were His own— 

The cross was His o
wn. 

The thorns on His h
ead were worn in my 

stead, 

For me the Saviour d
ied; 

For the guilt of my sin
 the nails were driven, 

When Him they crucified. 

Though the crown that.
 He wore and the cross 

that He bore 

Were His own— 

They rightly were min
e. 
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