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GETTING READY FOR 
THAT DAY” 

Dr. John Paul 

Christ was from eternity
, “before the world 

was” (John 17:5), and 
he is. to eternity: His - 

advent into this world w
as just a big incident 

in the story of the Ete
rnal Son. His appear- 

ance here was the app
earance of God “mani-

 

fest in the flesh.” The object was to bring 

many sons to glory. He
 appeared first, equip- 

ped to become a sin-off
ering; to provide and 

effect redemption fro
m sin. He taught that 

his first appearance was 
to be completed or 

complemented by a se
cond coming, at which

 

there should be no mo
re sin-offering needed

; 

but in which our salvation would reach 
its 

climax: Heb: 9:28-= Onc
e offered to bear the 

diae ok ART has shall appear the se
cond 

time.” 

At his first coming he was “
a man. ol Sols 

rows, and acquainted 
with grief;” “despised 

and rejected of men.”
 His second coming 

will 

be with the celebratio
n of angels. There w

ill 

be no. smiting Pharisees, 
no Judas, no Geth- 

semane, no bargainin
g Pilate, and no cross 

of-«Calvaty. here wil
l be light where ther

e 

were shadows before;
 clouds of glory whe

re 

there were clouds of 
sorrow. If there are to 

be tragic scenes, they will be among them 

who finally chose to 
reject him. The obvio

us 

note in the wake of his appearing will be & 

note of joy; for gathered there will be the 

saints of all ages, along with u
s who live and 

look for his appearing and for our change. 

And we think this wil
l include not only th

em 

that have intelligent i
nstruction on the Seco

nd 

Coming. There will be many whose 
under- 

standing of prophecy is not orthodox, but 

whose heart is in the right place. Many ob- 

are hid away from public 

different tongues; and in scure believers 

view, speaking 

ecclesiastical circles with which 
we have no 

are listening 
fellowship, who nev ertheless 

for his gall; whose hearts would be as re- 

sponsive as a camp m
eeting choir to sing

— 

«When He calls me, 1 wi
ll SBEWELs fv. 

When He calls me, 
T will answer; 

I'll be somewhere list
ening for His voice.” 

John says that every man having “this 

hope” in him is interested in the purity of 

heart and life. There
 1s something of the 

uni- 

versal in John’s rema
rk, “every man;  me

an- 

ing every human being
. With all of these, th

e 

coming of the Lord 
is called a hope. Ther

e is 

always pleasure in tha
t word hope, because

 it 

means desire and exp
ectation ; but Paul em- 

phasizes the pleasure 
by referring to Christ'

s 

return as the blessed hope of his glorious 

appearing. It is that event of the future 

that thrills the heart of “all ‘who ‘have their 

destiny tied up with th
e future of the Man of

 

Galilee. 

Two distinct passions
 result from that hop

e 

__the passion of joy 
and the passion for h

eart 

purity. Whatever ma
y be one’s background 

of doctrinal teaching,
 when he learns to l

ook 

for the return of th
e Lord he wants a 

clean, 

sanctified heart. He m
ay have read no book

s 

on the Second Comin
g, representing this or 

that school of thoughts. He may have no 

settled views on the 
issues of prophecy ov

er 

which there is disagreement amon
g brethren 

who cherish the bles
sed hope. He may ne

ver 

have read a book or he
ard a sermon on the 

“Wesleyen doctrine” 
of sanctification; but 

he 

knows that he is a so
n of God, and that he

 is 

due to be like Jesus whe
n he shall appear. 

With such a hope, he wants now 
‘to be as 

much like Jesus as possible. 

Man lost the image 
of God in the fall of 

Adam: at least he lost it in large measure. 

We are so far removed from: our bes
t that 

none of us can tell all that is included in the 

image of God. This’ will ‘appear when Jesus 

comes... The grand. findls of our. transforma- 

tion will come automatically
 and uncondition- 

ed. in that glorious morning. But th
ey will 

come only provided ‘we s
eek that quality in 

his image which is conditioned, and which is 

to be had in this life. If we do not know all 

that is included in the divine image, we 
do 

know that purity is its fundamental, around 

which all of the other qualities cluster. At 

this point we can sing with
 W. A. Spencer :. 

«We shall not wait till that glorious morning 

Breaks on our vision so fa
ir; 

Now we may welcome t
he heavenly dawning, 

Now we His image may 
bear.” 
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A TEACHER'S REWARD
 

Canon Dyson Hague tells
 of a man who was 

ministering to a dying soldier. The soldier 

wanted to leave a message to his Sunday 

He ‘said, *Tell ‘her I die a 
School teacher. 

Christian," 4nd’ 1 “have” never forgotten her 

teaching.” 
: 

He wrote the message 
to the teacher, and 

a few weeks later recei
ved 'd reply, the sub- 

stance of which was, “
God have mercy upon 

me! Only last month I resigned my Sunday 

Gehidol ‘class! for T felt that my teaching w
as 

doing no good, and scarcely had I, through 

my cowardly, faithless heart, given up my 

appointed work, when 
I got a message from 

you telling me that my t
eaching had been the 

means of winning a sou
l to Christ. 1 am 'go- 

ing back to my Rector at once to tell him 

that T will try again in Christ’s name and 1 

will be faithful to the en
d.” 

After relating this incident Canan Hague 

continues, “Oh, that [ could speak with a lo
ud 

voice to every Sunday 
School teacher in the 

world and to 

Christian Church 

teachers; parents, parents! Go on! Go on! 

whole 
every parent in the 

and could. say: Teachers, 

You are sowing seed. 
God only knows what 

fruit it is bearing.”-— The Evang
elical Friend. 
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MY OLD BIBLE 

Though the cover is wor
n, 

And the pages are torn
, 

And though places show 
traces of tears, 

Yet more precious than g
old, 

Is the Book worn and o
ld, 

That can shatter and sca
tter my fears. 

This old Book is my gui
de, 

"Tis a friend by my side
, 

It will lighten and brig
hten my way: 

And each promise 1 fin
d, 

Soothes and gladdens m
y mind, 

As I read it and heed it each day. 

When I prayerfully look, 

In the precious old Book
, 

Many treasures I see; 

Many tokens of love, 

From the Father above
, 

Who 1s nearest and d
earest to me. 

To this Book I will cli
ng, 

Of its worth I will sing: 

Though great losses an
d crosses be mine, 

For I cannot despair, 

Though surrounded by
 care, 

While possessing this b
lessing divine. 

— Gospel Banner 

THE HABIT OF JUDGING 

R. Barclay Warren 

When Jesus said, “Judge not 
that ye be not 

“judged” (Matt. 7:1), He wa
s not speaking of 

the ordinary execution of justice which is 

necessary in a sinful world. Neither did He 

meat: that we shoud motiv
e any Sense of 

discernment between good an
d evil; He Him- 

self said. “Ye shall know the
m by their fruits.” 

He addressed the reigious leade
rs of His day 

as hypocrites, whited sepulc
hres, and a gen- 

eration of vipers. 

But our Lord was reprovin
g the habit of 

fault 

them. Such a habit is beset with dangers, for 
finding with others and condemning 

one may condemn on insufficient evid
ence. 

Men have been hanged becaus
e all the evi- 

dence was not given. Reputa
tions have been 

besmeared and their possess
ors subjected to 

unspeakable anguish because
 they have been 

More- 

over, it is hard to prove motiv
e from evidence. 

condemned on insufficient evidence. 

Nevertheless, people have been
 condenmed as 

proud because they stood erect,
 or malicious 

because they missed shaking 
hands with some 

sensitive person after church. 
Be careful. Your 

interpretation of motive might
 be wrong. 

Those who are most ready to
 condemn are 

least fitted for it. While they 

would remove the tiny partic
le from the eye 

invariably 

of another, a whole beam is sticking in their 

own. “First cast the beam'o
ut of thine own 

eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to -cas
t 

out the mote out of thy brot
her's eye.” 

Sinners are often prone to c
ondemn 1incon- 

sistencies, real or imagined, in the lives of 

professing Christians, while they overlook 

their own beam of rebellion 
to the claims of 

Jesus Christ. 

Another reason ‘against this evil habit 1s 

to be found in the words: “For with what 

judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged.” We 

shall be measured on our own
 scales, both by 

our fellowmen and at the gre
at Judgment. 

Lord, give us more of Thy love that we 

may not be looking for the faults but for 

the virtues in our fellow men.
 For more love 

we pray. Amen. 

IF YOU WANT TO BE LO
VED 

Don’t contradict people, even if 
you are sure 

vou are right. 

Don't be inquisitive about the af
fairs of even 

your most intimate friend. 

Don’t under-rate anything just 
because you 

do not possess it. 

Don’t believe that everybody else in the 

world is happier than you. 

Don’t conclude that you have 
never had any 

opportunities in life. 

Don’t be rude to your inferiors in social 

position. 

Don’t repeat gossip, even if it does not in- 

terest the crowd. 

Learn to hide your aches and p
ains under 

a plessant smile. 

[earn to attend to your own 
business.— The 

Friend. 

The feeling incident to an unf
orgiving spirit 

is liable to increase. There is no 
telling where 

it will stop, or to what it will
 lead. An unfor- 

giving spirit is a prejudiced spirit. It seeks 

the condemnation of the off
ender and the jus- 

tification of self. The longer such a spirit is 

allowed to continue, the more difficult for- 

oiveness becomes and the less likely it is to 

be oranted.—Selected. 
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