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rs miami eamtet. 

was not genuine. 
He quickly replie

d that he 

was sure some 
Of his friends, n

ow following 

the world and liv
ing in sin, had onc

e been born 

again. Taking ano
ther step, we ask

ed whether 

he believed that 
if a man were on

ce saved he 

might backslide,
 live in sin and 

die unrepent- 

ant, and be assu
red of heaven b

ecause of his 

former relation
s” p with the Lord

. Again he 

found himself 
give unreserved

 

support to the t
heory. That left

 but one prop, 

that if a man Were 
once saved, he 

might go 

into sin, but sometim
e before death 

he would 

be reconciled. So
 mauy examples 

within the 

scripture and th
e range of personal experi- 

ence denied this 
suggestion that 

it was quick- 

ly disposed of. And yet, that same good
 

brother, somewh
at shaken, finds it difficult 

to think clearly
 on the subject.

 

If we are to em
brace Calvinism

 at all, we 

must follow it through to its inevitable co
n- 

clusion, fearful 
as that is, viz., if one 18. gen- 

uinely saved, he may ba
ckslide, live in open 

rebellion to the will of God, and die unre- 

pentant, but beca
use of the suppo

sed estab- 

lishment of a fixed relati
onship at the inci- 

surely enter 

unable to 

dent of conversion, he must 

heaven at last. While some
 who find it im- 

possible to go t
his far in their 

thinking cling 

to one of the oth
er theories, the l

arger group 

of teachers and adherents of this doctrine 

have been force
d to this extre

me position. 

Here are a few 
quotations from

 prominent 

supporters of Ca
lvinism which i

ndicate their 

belief in this idea:
 

“The regeneratin
g wotk of dhe; Holy Spirit 

is eternal. Sonship 1s a relationship which 

cannot be brok
en. Your child may lie, steal, 

fun away from
 home, and do 

everything to 

break a parent’
 heart, but he is

 still your som. 

The child of God 
may be wayward,

 rebellious, 

and prodigal, bu
t he is still a son.” 

«The experience
 of Peter proves

 that a man 

may be truly con
verted and backsl

ide. There 

is no question 
about Peter’s conversion be- 

fore the great de
nial. He backsli

d and actually 

denied Christ op
enly and with cu

rsing, but he 

lied and he kne
w he lied when he did so. 

Inwardly he was a
 true believer.” 

“God does no lo
nger stand displ

eased though 

4 believer do sin often. There 
is no sin that 

ever believers commit
 that can possibly do 

A very prominen
t Calvinist of 

our days says: «Stated simply, 
the fact of 

justification mean
s that the momen

t a person 

is born again, for
giveness has been

 provided 

for all the sins he e
ver has committ

ed, or for 

all the sins he eve
r chall commit in 

the course 

of his life. God ha
s offered pardon 

in advance 

for any sins which migh
t be committed

 by 

the believer.” The same preac
her, “making 

reference to Annanias and Sap
phira, King 

Saul, and other 
biblical characte

rs who came 

under divine ju
dgment ofiGod) 

sald: HL have 

no doubt that Ann
anias and Sapphir

a, as well 

as the Old Testa
ment characters 

of whom 1 

have spoken, were
 saved people. Wh

en death 

came to them from
 the hand of God, 

they went 

directly to heaven
. Judas fell from his high

 

office, but not 
from grace. Bei

ng elect, ‘his 

own place, referred to in Acts 1:25, was 

heaven, and to h
eaven he went.” 

A prominent prea
cher-evangelist o

f America 

them hurt.” 

puts it this way: “How a
shamed and heart-

 

sick will many a 
child of God be wh

en Jesus 

comes, unexpectedly, and the Christian is 

found in sin. So
me may be foun

d in the the- 

aters, some in t
averns, and some

 in business 

that will horribly 
them before 

Christ. Many a Lot
, vexing his righte

ous soul, 

will be in the mid
st of some wicke

d Sodom 

embarrass 

when Jesus comes. Many a Peter will be 

warming himself b
y the devil's fire a

nd deny- 

ing his Lord. Man
y a David, after G

od’s own 

heart in other matters, may be
 with some 

Bathsheba when 
Jesus comes. So we may 

expect the roofs of picture-houses to need 

repair, 
by the raptured 

but shamed 

Christians at the R
apture when Jesu

s comes broken 

for His own.” 

Here's another sample of this teaching, 

from the pen of o
ne of its well known su

p- 

porters: «When a 
child of God today

 comes 

up to the light, and
 he wilfully turns 

his face 

against it, there i
s no more sacrific

e for sins . . 

You say, ‘Then s
uch an one 1s goi

ng to hell.” 

Oh, not at all. Do
 you know what 

God will do 

with you if you tu
rn hack? He will 

take you 

home to heaven, H
e will save you un

to eternal 

life.” 

Some years ago, a 
young minister wh

o had 

been out in the ev
angelistic field doi

ng very 

effective work, m
urdered his wife

 when in a 

fit of anger. He was
 sent to jail, convicted, 

and sentenced to
 death. While awa

iting the 

day of execution, h
e was visited by t

eachers 

and friends who had 
been associated with 

him in Boble Scho
ol. They spoke t

o him con- 

state, and he replied: 

if what you told me in Bible 

School is true, 1 have no
thing to fear. 1 am 

saved now as bef
ore. Everything 

1s all right 

cerning his spiritual 

“Gentlemen, 

with me.” 

Such are the fearful 
concmlusions we

 are 

forced to 

security” 

reach if we accept the 
“eternal 

fallacy. To believe that if one is 

genuinely born ag
ain, he may backs

lide, curse 

God (as did Peter), be
 found in adultery

 at 

the moment of Chri
st's appearing, “wi

th some 

Bathsheba,” turn 
his face against l

ight, com- 

mit any or every 
sin in the catalogu

e ot d= 

iquitous infamy, a
nd yet be “aaved 

and sale.” 

With the 

“naked and open’ 
before us, let us ask our- 

selves the question, «Ig it scriptural? Does 

the Word of God,
 rightly interpret

ed, confirm 

these statements?
” Does that Boo

k, written 

by holy men of old,
 support the idea t

hat when 

Jesus comes to 
redeem His chur

ch He will 

gather them from 
theater, beer-parlor

, dance 

hall, and house of 
prostitution? 

truth concerning 
this doctrine 

The idea seems un
reasonable and rev

olting 

to the judgment o
f those who as G

od with 

holiness, Christia
nity with decency

, the bride 

of Christ with virt
ue and chastity. Wh

at does 

the Bible teach? W
hat IS the truth?

 

«TEMPERED TRU
THS” 

Rev. F. A. Dunlop 

«Where there is no
 vision the people 

perish.” 

In my last article 
I spoke of the Scr

ipture 

revealing God the 
Father as the “Det

ermining 

God.” His wisdom 
and might shaping,

 moving, 

fashioning, accord
ing to His will, all things 

that pertain unto 
His eternal purpos

e. By the 

same Scriptures w
e have a vision of

 God the 

Son. God, the Son
, as the «Redeem

ing God.” 

In the Incarnatio
n the Son seems

 ever to be 

associated with th
e work of Redemp

tion. He 

is “the Lamb, slain from the 
foundation of 

the World.” The
 Scriptures pres

ent the Son 

from first to last, 
an “Offering,” a «

Gacrifice,” 

§ “Price.” & “Rans
om.” Job testified

, “I know 

that my Redeemer
 lives.” Abraham 

found Him 

in “the lamb caug
ht in a thicket—a

nd offered 

him up instead.” 
Moses beheld Hi

m, a “Sin 

Offering,” on Isra
el's altars, Isaiah, as 

“The 

Sin Bearer,” John
 the Baptist, as “

The Lamb 

81iGod,” Peter, 
a8 «A Tamb wit

hout blemish, 

mem—
— ee —— 

pT
 

and without spot,” a
nd Paul as the “Rede

em- 

er the *“Tistifter,’ the “Sav
iour of all who 

believe.” 

Paul saw every act 
of God, The Father,

 The 

«Determining God,” dependent on God th
e 

Son, the «Redeeming
 God.” In the first c

hap- 

ter of Romans he wit
nesses to his faith in 

the 

Gospel. “I am not 
ashamed of the go

spel of 

Christ,” is his testimony. The
n he proceeds to 

give us several reason
s why he is not asham

ed. 

First, because, “It is the power of God
 unto 

Salvation.” The Gosp
el is the whole Might 

of God directed tow
ard one great end, 

name- 

ly, the Salvation of 
man. Secondly, The 

Gos- 

pel, and the Gospel 1s Redemption thro
ugh 

Christ) provides Go
d, the «Determinin

g God,” 

unchallenged rights
 to act as He has. Paul 

further, says, “For t
herein is the righteous- 

ness, or “rightness” (see Strong's Concord- 

ance) of God revealed f
rom faith to faith.” 

God the Son, the “Redeeming God,” by 

His sacrifice for sin, has given God the 

Father, the “Determining 
God,” 2 right to 

Create. A right tojergate even though He 

knew that man endo
wed with free-will c

ould 

exercise that will aga
inst Him. The Gospe

l 1s 

4 universal grace acc
epted or rejected acc

ord- 

ing as a man wills. 
Hence the responsibi

lity 

of man’s weal or woe
 rests with himself. G

od's 

right to create, is su
bstantiated by the P

ower 

and all-inclusiveness 
of the Gospel. Then G

od’s 

right to convert is up
held by the Gospel. 

God 

could not convert th
e sinner, just becaus

e He 

might will to do so
. Before the Sacrific

e of 

Calvary, huge barr
iers stood in the way. A 

moral order had bee
n disrupted by sin. Sin 

always strikes deep at the heart of things. 

And the heart of thi
ngs is God. If one mem-

 

ber of a family injures another mem
ber of 

the family that act 
gOe€S farther than th

e in- 

jured member. It c
hallenges the order

 of the 

whole family life. It reaches to the He
ad of 

the family. That is precisely wha
t sin does. 

Cain bin a it of jealousy,
 slew his brother. 

When God spoke to 
him about it he tried to 

dodge, but God Ueaid; “The voice of thy 

brother’s blood crieth unto Me out of the 

ground.” God, the Father, could not be in- 

different. Law must 
be maintained. A bal

ance 

of justice must be ke
pt. Guilt must be pu

nish- 

ed, and the punishm
ent must be commen

surate 

with the crime. God
 had declared sin pu

nish- 

able by death. Hence
, God could not con

vert 

to life everlasting a si
nner until the penalt

y 

for sin had been execut
ed. The “Redeeming

 

God” bore this penal
ty on the Cross, mak

ing 

it possible for “God
 to be just, and the

 Justi- 

fier of all who believe on H
im.” And lastly, 

the “Redeeming God,
” gives the “Determi

ning 

God” a right to cond
emn. That God will 

con- 

demn, even to eter
nal desrtuction, the

 Scrip- 

tures plainly declare. But the “Co
ndemned” 

will witness to the 
justice of their con

demna- 

tion. Surely man can
 be held responsible 

for 

the light he has. Bey
ond this point God w

ill 

not go, nor exact. “T
his is the condemnat

ion, 

that Light is come into the wo
rld, and men 

love darkness rather than light.” God will 

condemn, but His con
demnation will fall up

on 

intelligent, responsi
ble men, who act i

n their 

dealings with God as 
they do not in any ot

her 

relationship, in life. God offers them
 the best 

that man can Know,
 and God can give, 

name- 

ly, forgiveness here 
and Heaven hereafte

r, and 

men brush Him aside
 and go their way. This 

will last but for a da
y. But when the Whi

te 

Throne Judgment is
 set, the “Redeemin

g God” 

will uphold the justice of the “Determining 

God,” when “These 
shall go away into e

ver- 

lasting darkness.” 
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