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HOW FAR-REACHING
 WERE THE 

PRIVILEGES OF GRA
CE 

By W. Edmund Smith 

The gradual unfolding of
 God's eternal plan 

of salvation for manki
nd, from the first twi

- 

light gleams of revelat
ion, down to the great

 

climactic event of Pen
tecost, is a most pro- 

fitable study for every
 child of God. We are 

all familiar with the thre
e divisions of the 

entire scope of revelat
ion designated the Dis-

 

pensation of the Father,
 the Dispensation ot 

the Son, and the Dispensation of the Holy 

Ghost, in which we see
 gradual progress to- 

wards that far-off divin
e event towards which 

the whole creation move
d. All the promises 

made to Abraham, and
 even before his day; 

all the types and symbo
ls, all the forms and 

ceremonies, and all the 
various sacrifices that 

belonged to the Mosai
c ritual—all these had 

their fulfillment in Jesus the Lamb of God 

who came to take away
 the sin of the world; 

and the outpouring of t
he Holy Ghost upon 

the Day of Pentecost 
changed completely the

 

center of religion that 
had been in Jerusalem 

at the Temple, in which priestly preroga- 

tive and pomp held swa
y, to the inner sanctu-

 

ary of the individual, b
y which he became the

 

temple of the Holy Ghost
, a habitation of God 

by the Spirit. 

These preliminary observations so well 

known, lead me to ask, 
what were the spiritual

 

privileges of the believer, not only pr
ior to 

Pentecost, but long be
fore that, even when 

the guilty pair were dr
iven from the Garden, 

and began to propagat
e the race? There are

 

those who maintain that it was impossible 

for anyone prior to Pen
tecost, to have a deep 

satisfactory experience of grace, by which 

their inner nature wa
s perfectly adjusted t

o 

the will of God, and they quote, “the law 

having a shadow of goo
d things to come, and 

not the very image of 
those things, can never

, 

with those sacrifices they offered
 year by 

year, continually, make the 
comers thereuns 

to perfect.” Other passag
es might be quoted to 

prove that the blood o
f bulis and goats can 

‘hever take away sin. 
Hence all in those earl

ier 

dispensations were compelled to grope in 

darkness; compelled to feed upon shadows 

"that could have little or no substance;
 com- 

pelled to serve God wit
h carnal unregenerated

 

and unsanctified hearts
. 

Now, we must agree t
hat such a position is 

true, if we are compelled to l
imit the working 

of God's grace to set tim
es and places. I must 

humbly contend that God in His sovereign 

power never thus limited himself, but that 

He honored true repe
ntance, faith, consecra- 

tion ,and obedience in the 
earliest days; and 

such a worshipper wa
s able to break throu

gh 

the limitations of forms and cerem
onies, to 

touch God with a living
 faith that made grace 

operative In his heart, 
which enabled him to 

worship God in spirit and in truth and in 

the beauty of holines
s. Jesus was the La

mb 

of God slain before the foundation of the 

world, and some souls according to their 

fidelity to light given, were led
 into a mar- 

velous experience of grace, while the rank 

and file lived on a far low
er level. The Holy 

Ghost was in the world then operating on 

these trusting hearts, but could not come 

in such a broad sweepin
g revolutionary power 

. 

until the plan of salvation had been fully 

“consummated. 

Some may ask, how ca
n you prove such a 

~ position to be scriptural
? I think I can prove 

- it by inferential argume
nt. I can prove it so 

A
 ee ——— r

r co ime 

conclusively that to take
 any other attitude 

would be to completely de
stroy many of the 

sermons : that brethren,
 who argue to the 

contrary, have preached.
 

Hirsi Thear lie "preacher; Say, “When 

Adam fell the entire race fell in him. ‘In 

Adam's fall we sinned all’ The 
first child of 

Adam was born with a corrupt nature— 

Abel as well as Cain.” 

Secondly: It was impossible then and 1s 

impossible now for a wholly corrupt heart 

to worship God acceptably
, or to live a life 

pleasing to God. The current cannot rise 

higher than the fountain 
head. Or the out- 

ward life cannot in the s
ight of God be better 

than the inner condition. 
Men do not gather 

figs of thistles. While we have 
no record of 

crises in the experience of Abel, yet, as he 

was born under the law
 of sin and death, the 

plain inference is that by {faith he reached 

God and grace became 
wonderfully operative 

in his heart, by which he
 was enabled to offer 

the better sacrifice and 
to have the testimony 

that he pleased God. 

Again, every holiness preacher, especially, 

loves to take Enoch as
 a wonderful example 

of heart holiness and p
ractical godliness. He 

«walked with God.” Ho
w can two walk toge- 

ther unless they be agr
eed, i. e., unless there 

be an inner harmony of 
spirit? We are told 

that Enoch maintained 
this relationship and 

experience for three hun
dred years, and was 

finally translated that he sho
uld not see death, 

for before his translation he had this testi 

mony that he pleased God.
 God took him into 

the glory world. With an
 unregenerated and 

unsanctified nature? No
 indeed! Nothing un- 

holy could enter heaven. Did 
God regenerate 

and sanctify him on the
 way up? Well, if He 

could do it then why could He n
ot have done 

it before? The concrete
 argument that Enoch 

was fit for heaven before his translation, 

is in the fact that he “wal
ked with God.” 

Again: Let us hear wha
t the psalmist says. 

1s: it. not. remarkable that. eyed today, the 

Psalms of David is a fav
orite feeding ground 

for those of the deepest 
spiritual experience! 

David. was deeding on more than shadows 

when he shquted, ‘Tho
n satisfieth the long- 

ing soul and fillest the hungry soul with 

goodness.” Again: “Bless the Lord oh my 

soul and all that is within me bless His 
holy 

name; who forgiveth all thine iniquities and 

who healeth all thy diseases.” More, many 

more passages of the sa
me spirit and import 

could be quoted to prov
e that David's prayer 

_ Purge me with hyssop and 1 shall be 

clean: wash me and 1 shall be whiter than 

snow, had been answered
. 

But I want to give a co
ncrete example, cor- 

roborating by personal testimony, an
d the 

fecord "of ‘a spiritual crisis. Isaiah was a 

court preacher, eloquen
t and popular. A man 

of God but somewhat 
under the domination 

of the great King Uzzi
ah who influenced his 

preaching. But the king
 died and then Isaiah 

saw the vanity of earthly glory and pomp; 

He had a new revelat
ion of the holiness of 

God and thereby saw h
is need of the cleansin

g 

power. He confessed 
his need and humbled

 

his soul; the fire fell and
 the Spirit witnessed 

that the work had been 
done. Who can doubt 

that this was the entir
e sanctification of the 

prophet? Here we hav
e the second work of 

grace recorded for our instruction in the 

Old Testament. 
: 

And we might go on an
d tell of all the holy 

men who spake as they
 were moved by the 

Holy Ghost. But I think I 
have written enough 

to prove that even back in Abel
's time God 

answered the prayer of faith.
 But does it not 

say in Hebrews, that they with
out us should 

not be made prefect? That wor
d perfect has 

a variety of meanings and can
 be juggled with 

terribly when preachers want to avoid an 

issue. Of course those who w
ere regenerated 

and sanctified wholly in those far off days 

were not ethically perfect, o
r doctrinally per- 

fect as we can be today. Many things God 

overlooked then, but command
s us today to 

repent. Jacob after his wond
erful experience 

at Jabbock still kept his two wives, and 

Abraham had other women. 
But such ethical 

standards did not hinder them from 
having 

perfectly loyal hearts to God, who reserved 

better things for us in the unfolding of his 

plan for the more general d
iffusion of ‘grace. 

To sum it up, I think we must conclude 

that God could not limit th
e working of his 

almighty power to the confine
s of dispensa- 

tion. He broke through all those limitations 

to answer the cry of the se
eking soul, to re- 

generate and sanctify wholl
y; to make that 

soul meet for the master’s us
e. This! ‘He did 

even for good old Job, who
 was outside the 

covenant made with Abraham
, and who prob- 

ably lived before Abraham’s
 day. 

[ would humbly say to the brethren who 

would controvert my position 
that I am sure 

they must burn up many of th
eir most effect- 

ive holiness sermons, that follow along the 

lines I have indicated. Thank Gor for oun 

glorious privileges today! But as 1 walk in 

the way of holiness, I can see the footprints 

not only of Jesus, but of A
bel, Enoch, Abra- 

ham and all those Old Testament worthies, 

who. walled “by “faith and whose faith was 

answered by a glorious revelation to their 

roborated by personal testimony, and the 

of Divine grace—‘the expu
lsive power of a 

new affection.” 

| Quarterly Meeting 

The Quarterly Meeting of District No. 3 

convened with the church at North Hea
d, 

Grand Manan, March 1s
t-4th. 

The opening message was b
rought by Rev. 

SG. Hilyard, from Jam
es 1:27. His subject 

was “Pure Religion.” 

Friday evening Rev. H. E. 
Mullen delivered 

an inspiring message from 
1 Kings 6:7. 

The business session was
 held on Saturday 

afternoon at 2.30, with the vice-president, 

Rev. S. G. Hilyard, in t
he chair. 

Roll call found the following ministers 

and delegates present: Revs. S. G. Hilyard, 

H. E. Mullen, J. A. Owen
s, G. R. Symonds and 

Lic -R, 12 Saye, Delegates—Bea
ls, Brother 

Clayton Alley; Calais, Azelia Cottrell and 

Mis. R. L. Sabine; Crawford, Miss Nina 

Moraisey; Wood Island, 
Mrs. William Ander- 

son: Seal Cove, Mrs. 
Leavitt Cronk and Sc

ott 

Ingersoll; North Head,
 Mrs. Nathaniel Beal

 

and Mrs. Ralph Beal. 

An invitation from th
e Seal Cove Church 

for the June Quarterly
 was accepted. 

Resolved a letter. of sympathy be
 sent to 

the family of the late Eugene Wilcox, 
of 

Wood Island. 

Resolved that a vote o
f thanks be extended 

the North Head Churc
h for their kind ente

r- 

tdinment. 

On Saturday evening 
Lic. Ralph L. Sabine 

brought the message 
from Acts 24:25. 

On Sunday morning the Love Feast was 

in charge of Brother Clayton Alley, who 

(Continued on Page 6)
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