JANUARY 15TH, 1946

THE KING’

S HIGHWAY ° £

A L
Sunday School Lesson
January 20, 1946

THE LAWS OF A PEOPLE

Lesson: Ex. 20:1-17
Golden Text: “I will delight myself in Thy
(Commandments, which I have loved.” Psalnr
i119:47.

COMMENTS ON THE LESSON

Since last Sunday’s lesson we have the
children of Israel crossing the Red Sea, the
siving of the manna, the gift of the water
from the rock, the battle with the Amalekités,
and organization of the nation by rulers. In
our lesson today we study the ten command-
aments. They are often divided into what some
call the first and second tables. The first table
comprising the first four commandments con-
tains our duty to God, the remaining six con-
tain our duty to our neighbour. On these two
dhiang all the law and the prophets.

1. And God spake all these words—In three
(1) By His voice; (2) by writing them
and (3) He has written
them on the very nature of man.

2. Thy God.—His benevolence was to the
individual and so the commandments were
meant for the individual as well as for the
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The heathen had many gods, but Israel is to

have one only, the God who brought them out

of Egypt and who alone is worthy of worship.

The danger that Israel faced was following
the example of the heathen who worshipped
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the representatives of God,”
NEOTES:

13. Thou shalt not kilL.—“Do not murder.”
V. We are to regard sacredly the life of

every man, woman and child. The legal pun-

ishment of murders is to this end. Our Saviour
shewed that hatred is of the heart and he
that cherishes the spirit that leads to murder
has really, so far as himself is concerned
committed murder.

14. Thou shalt not commit adultery.—The
seventh commandment makes the family and
the breaking of this commandment breaks
the family. The spirit of the law forbids the
spirit that leads to the breaking of this com-
mandment. It is broken (1) by evil sensual
thoughts. (2) Theatres, which arouse sensual
feelings. (3) Dancing and drunkenness. (4)
Looking at lewd pictures. (5) Reading impure
literature.

15. Thou shalt not steal—There are sev-
eral ways a person may steal: (1) By taking
what does not belong to them. (2) By taking
advantage of another person’s ignorance.
(3) By escaping customs-house duties. (4) By
giving too small wages to those we employ.
(5) By giving false weight on goods bought
or sold. (6) Business that injures the life and

oroperty of others as selling intoxicating
liquors. (7) By removing your neighbors’ land-

marks.

16. Thou shalt not bear false
against thy neighbor.—“This is a summons to
hold in sacred regard the personal reputation
or good name of every child of God.” “It would
be much better to steal your neighbor’s purse

witness

than to steal his reputation by false witness-
ing.

17. Thou shalt not covet.——'l‘his command-
treats solely the mind and heart. It
strikes depeer tlmn any. other, the very root

ment
of sin. Covetousness is the result of discon-

tent and has no place in the heart of a Chris-
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fiee. (\) To teach the children of Israel the

ministering in the priests’ office.

duties of the priests were: watch

kcep it burning evermore. Lev.

jleththe

statutes of the Lord.

5. Whosoever is of a willing heart.—The
offerings for the tabernacle were voluntary.
God loveth a cheerful giver. Gold, silver and
brass. The offerings were such that both rich
and poor could share the blessings in giving.

6. And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and
fine linen, and goats’ hair. “Blue is the color,
of heaven, purple of royalty, scarlet the color
of blood.” A. C. Gaebelein. The fine linen sug-
gests the purity of Christ and the goats’ hair
suggests his humility.

7. And rams’ skins died red, and badgers’
skins.—Are said to be a symbol of Christ’s
devotion and obedience to God, even unto
the death of the cross. The badgers’ skins are
taken to mean his holy determination and
steadfastness. Shittim wood.—"“It is of all
wood the most durable and is a type of the
humanity of Christ.”—A. C. Gaebelein.

8. And oil for the light, and spices for
anointing oil, and for the sweet incense.—The
anointing oil represented the dedication to
God of the entire tabernacle. The consecration
was to begin with the ark (Ex. 30:26-29) and
proceeded outward taking in order the con-
tents of the Most Holy Place, the Holy Place
and the Court. Notes on the International
S. S. Lessons. The
anointed including even the grate of the altar.
The il is a symbol of the Holy Spirit and the
Thus our

whole tabernacle was to be

tabernacle 1s a t\'pc of our body.
body in this gospel age becomes the dwelling
of the Holy

9. And onyx stones, and stones to be set
for the ephod, and for the breastplate.—“The

blue, purple,
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ephod, or waistcoat, of gold,

scarlet ,and fine linen, bearing on the priest’s
shoulders two pieces of onyx set in gold each

engraved with the names of half the tribes,
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in a peculiar sense. The most sacred part-of 1t
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