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ssmers
while we referring to a natural birth, hence his C hrist said: @ “If any man come:afterume let

children had to remain at Hartland,

en J)\el the good meetings and interesting
Christmas celebrations at Altona. Brother
Kierstead had to go back to be with his dear

wife. He was able to attend the Quarterly part

of one day, then had to return again to Vry-

heid. We had a special service of prayer, with
some fasting, on behali of our three members
who are not well, Gladys, George and Paul
Nkosi.

Paul Nkosi is back home again and yesterday

gal
he attended a service at L.ujojwane, some six
or eight miles from home. He came and return-
ed by horseback. God has answered prayer in
the improvement in the health of George and
Paul. Their return to us has encouraged our
faith. George has had to return to the hospital
in Johannesburg for further treatment, We
that his broken leg will mend so
to the work of the

trust and pray
that he will be able to return
in a few months time
We are glad to know that there are hundreds
of good Christians in the homeland who are
with us in prayer for these Gospel mes-

Lord

joining
sengers of the Lord.

We have the plan for the work of the out-
post in Natal for 1949: It is rather a heavy
programme. Instead of twenty-three
meetings we have about thirty-three on the
and this with only half the num-
that we started off 1948.
So you will easily see that this will be a much
heavier programme than last year. These spe-

about

I\r(¥(71
ber of elders

amme,

with in

cial meetings are besides the other regular

services. But, friends, the results will not be
according to the human effort spent: the re-
sults will be according to the co-operation of

h’!IRZLIl effort with the plan of the Holy Spirit.
One day of the wor

king of the Holy Spirit is
effect le

than a whole lifetime of

of greater

human effort.

His presence and power are the

have. His life-
even for

4
ni
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vy life-giving force

O

giving power is abundantly sufficient
these degraded heathen people.
Yours glad to be in the Master’s

ic
C.D."M:SANDERS

SOUL TRAVAIL

By H. S Dow

availed, she brought
I bring to the birth

“For as soon as Zion tr
forth her children.” “Shal

and not cause to bring forth.” Isa. 66:8-9.

The " caption ' ot this article isi not'a very
popular one in religious circles these days, be-
ause of what it implies, which is severe pain,
and suffering. The writers of both the Old and
New Testaments often use natural laws, and
customs, the common things of life, to illus-
trate spiritual truths. Our Lord Himself in His
teaching often drew lessons from common,
everyday things.

In the foregoing scripture which we use for
gitr text, "the by His servant Isaiah,
speaking in figurative language, uses a very
delicate figure, which only woman-kind can
appreciate, the experience of bearing
children, when there is much suffering in-

s
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volved.

Other inspired writers use the same figure
in trying to impress upon the minds and hearts
of the church, God’s people, the need of soul
travail, or prevailing, intercessory prayer,
which is necessary on the part of the people
of God, if we would see many souls born again
in great revivals in our churches.

Our Lord evidently had the same figure in
mind when he said to Nicodemus:

and

e Htist

be born again,” Nicodemus thought he

was

question: “How can man be born when he is
old.”

The apostle Paul also, in writing to the Gala-
tians, uses the same symbol where he address-
es them as “My little children of whom I

travail in birth again until Christ be formed

in you.’ The text says, “V\”‘ain Zion travailed
she brought torth her children.” Do you see the

that symbol? There was prevailing

soul to the pomt of suffer-

truth in
prayer, a passion of
ing and pain on the part of Zion, God’s people,
That is the Divine
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then children were bhorn.
order of revivals.

the pastor and
ch members like to see souls sa vvd ‘Lhey
want a re they talk about a revival, pray
some about it, and make their plans. An evan-
gelist is engaged who has been recommended
as a great.preacher (and perhaps he is, for we
of the Word these
also to come

Sometimes some of the
churc

vival,

have many good preachers
days). We good singers
with their music, and help to attract the people
sometimes we get chalk-

all some

to the meetings ,and
rtists to draw pictures to help bring folks in.
7'l
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Vhen we think we have done all that is neces-

v

ary to have a revival, we begin and carry out
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programme. The meetings are over, and
disappointed, but we try to
had a good
all that

are somewhat
be optimistic and say, “Well,
we did not

we
weE
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meeting, but of course

we hoped to.’

Perhaps we count heads and report so many
seekers at the altar, and they were there, and
will be there again in our next revival meet-
ings.

But listen! What am I listening for? The
cries of newborn babes. We don’t count much
inless we hear from them very soon
and when

are born, they are normal

atter
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from them, which 1is
the spiritual realm, and as they
sire the sincere milk of the Word,” they
orow thereby to become strong men and
sod. But if they are not bor 1-again
ans. then what? Well, we will get them
People’s So-

will hear

women for (

e church or the Young

ve will have to do just what worldly
their

to hold joiners—entertain

do

societies
them, with clean entertainment of course, such
banquets,

sports, suppers, parties,
but are not

as 55“1“15,

=%

they surely enjoy,
spirituality, growth in grace or a
of the richer things in

1 Peskpérieiee,

which

deeper,
but produce a shallow-
which amounts to little

ness ‘En rdir**’ouq life
more than morality and a weak profession

he result is we have many members who
care very little about the pray er-meeting
where people meet to worship God, pray and
prevail with Him for the salvation of souls.
They have no spirit of self-denial or sacrifice
Whmh characterized many followers of Jesus

in by--gone days.

They are not going to suffer much for Jesus’
sake; they are luke-warm, easy-going, self-
indulgent professors. This dispensation was
ushered in with great sacrifice and suffering
on the part of Jesus and His early church, and
His work will be promoted by the same spirit.

Millions were martyred for their faith and
testimony for Jesus, but the more men suffer-
ed for the cause, the more the gospel spread,
saying

1

and His followers increased, until the

went abroad: “The blood of martyrs is the seed

of ittuth.”
And the New Testament writers remind us
that those who come out from the world to

must be prepared to suffer.

follow Jesus

him deny ]11,1: self, take up his cross and follow
“If we suffer with him, we

“All that

in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-

me.” Peter wrote:

shall reign with him.” Paul wrote:

live godly

cution.”
The natural or carnal heart takes the path

of least resistance to avoid suffering and sacri-

fice. It shrinks from the way of u'umfixion
of the old self life. Paul wrote: “I am crucified
with hrxw. nevertheless I live, yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.” Now to return again to

had made
We lack one
of the church.

tize cause of no revival, after we

SO many ar "‘H""llf‘ﬂ.ts for one.

Soul-travail on

hi ng:
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the part
W 1Uu ut
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- that, no spiirtual babes will be born
ads @ “Shall I bring to

birth and not cause to bring forth?”

also verse 9 which r
the Sug-
> there may come much conviction
upx-;r, ‘me unsaved because of the preaching of
s d, but there
of the
ugh into clear victorious, born-again

won't be strength enough

on the pnrf mother church to bring

souls throu

liberty, unless she prevails with God in
prayer, until a real-agony of soul

intercessory 1
travail comes on some folks at least.

IFurthermore, let us
little tdse for p
soul passion

Bible

say. that God has very
ople in His work who have no
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or the lost. Please open your

to Ezekiel and read his Visicn of God’s

attitude toward his ancient people who had
ern for the lost and sinful, and see how

LT

He cried also in mine

ears with a loug voice, saying, cause them

that have the charge over tne Cit}' to draw
near, even . every man with his destroying

weapon in his hand. And behold six men came
from the way of the higher gate which lieth
towar

weapon in his hand, and one man among them

d the north and every man a slaughter

was clothed with linen with a writer’s inkhorn
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and they went in and stood beside

the brazen altar, and the glory of the God of

by his side; ¢

Tceraal
lsrael was

where-
the house.

gone up from the cherub,

upon he was, to the '11‘;6:‘1 old of

And he called to the man clothed with linen,
side, and the

o through the midst of

with the writer’s inkhorn by his

Jerusalem, and set a mark upon

1
ihe men that sigh and that
ations that be done in the
. And to the others he said, go

through the city and smite, let

NEereo!

ve after him

not your eye spare, neither have ye pity. Slay

utterly old and young, both maids and women;
but come not near any man upon whom 1s

1

noiapaalede sl 1 1
the L..l(ul;;.’

and De{,{'in sanctuary.”
osing that God told the de-

angel to begin at his

at my

Let us note in ¢

sanctuary, the
; .

who evidently

godless

stroying
1
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ce of worship. His people

re most responsible for condi-

)

tion in Jerusalem at that time. I am wonder-

-ch i1s not largely responsible for

ing if the chur
conditions in the world today. What was their
What had they done? Nothing. It was
what they were not doing! They were not
sighing nor crying. No passion or soul burden,
just like very many professing Christians to-
those who sighed and cried that
were spared and they were those who had the

sin ?

day. It was

angel’s mark upon their foreheads.

Note that the young people suffered
the same fate as the older ones, because they
had not the mark, - and “did
not sigh and cry over the lost. They might
have had their social life, parties, banquets,
etc. Note also that the glory of the God of

(Continued on Page 6)
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