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.. THE SIN OF SECTARIA NISM 

A 

ficiently and edicolr must have the loyal 

port and; co-operation of its people. The 

should be the con- 

me. of the 

organization should have the concentrated in- 

tetiest.» 08: the, Only thus can a 

city r¢h..or HARE Fhrari promote 
it, work 1od. 50; 

Jivery person. whe joins a church assumes 

i obligation toward the work of that 

church and every man who is ordained to the 

ministry of a denomination is bound by holy 

VOWS to co-operate in the promotion of the var- 

igs, enterprises .of the group that has thus 

honoured: and commissioned him. 

But we meed to guard against the danger of 

ohugch:. Jdoyalty developing into a sectarian 

bigotry. There are church-men and church 

members who seem to be possessed with a love 

for. their group, its programme and objectives, 

that all but displaces loyalty to Christ and 

destroys, the “love of the brethren.” 

Some people will stand by the church with 

which they hold membership even though 

worldliness, spiritual coldness, and modernism 

have polluted the life-stream of that church. 

Denial of the fundamentals of saving truth,— 

the inspiration of the scriptures, the virgin 

birth, meritorious death, and miraculous resur- 

rection of the Lord Jesus; the judgment of 

men and nations, and the eternal rewards to 

the Just and the unjust—these and other im- 

portant truths are being denied in the educa- 
tional institutions of some churches and by 
many of the preachers they produce. To retain 

loyalty toward a group that tolerates such con- 
ditions is to sacrifice the Lord on the altar of 

sectarianism. 
" Another form of sectarianism, milder in 
form, but similar in character, is the spirit 
which refuses even moral support to any ef- 
fort toward the salvation of souls and the ex- 
tension of the Kingdom of Christ which is not 
promoted by our own particular church or de- 
nomination. This spirit may not manifest it- 
self in open opposition, while it can and does 
reach that stage, but is discovered in the al- 
most begrudging attitude toward the success 
of any venture which is not of our own crea- 
tion and to our own advantage. 
"When meetings and movements professedly 

5! 
welfare of the. individual 

cein -of the group and the program 

cindividual., 

dedicated to the salvation of souls are launch- 
ed, we would be wise to be sparing in criticism 
lest we be found to “fight against God”, If we 
cannot approve all the doctrines and methods 
employed, we may “glory that Christ is 

and rejoice when men are turned 

If the Lord Jesus is 

God-appointed 
en: NE & pis are called to repent and trust 

aving ig 

preached”, 

ircm darkness to light. 

presented as the Saviour of 

the Spirit can and will do a great 

us beware of the sin of sec- Brethren, i 

- 

p! 

je 

Bn oid SR 1 1 1: h £ 1a {1°%7 nd a Khe tarianism and the blight of bigotry. Let us be 

Hest to Christ, and let 
oc 

Spirit within and 

loyal to the church, but 

e413 with lek our deno chagrin boundaries. 

To VISE a point in argument, to surrender 

inions for the sake of unity, to re- 

ish a jim to another, to submit graci- 

ously, is most difficult, but no other thing can 

11d more in hutlding character. 

I'he Tife of Abraham is a profitable study in 

this field. ‘Al s home country, Ur, onc 

of the busiect 10st prosperous. of [the e cities 

great’ learning, renounced with positive 

determination 3 the plain command of God 

Abraha am tur sack upon the place that 
. ~ 4 

stobd for in peace and pleasure; but by 

vielding, he entered a new relationship with 

God and received the promisé of all Canaan 

everlasting monument to his name. 

Abraham yielded to Lot, surrendering his 

rights for the sake of friendship. This must 

have been a difficult day filled with poignant 

grief for Abraham, but not a word of com- 

plaint or criticism escaped the lips of this man 

who had started on a journey with God. He 

yielded that which he had a right to claim as 

hi God was behold- 

+1” an 
240) xii 

s own; but in the shadows, 

ing. After the agreement was reached and the 

separation consumated, “The Lord said unto 

Abram . . . Lift up now thine eyes, and look 

from the place where thou art . . . For all the 

land which thou seest, to thee will T give it,” 

Genesis 13:14, 15 

When Lot was | aokadid by invading armies 

and carried away into captivity, Abraham gen- 

erously forgot his nephew's faults and heroi- 

cally braved great danger at rsonal 

sacrifice to help this one who had wronged 

real pe 

him. 

By the surrender of any personal feelings of 

which he may have felt, he re- 

ceived a blessing from Melchizedek, priest of 

the most high God. Then in the quietness 

which followed the return from the strenuous 

battle and when Abraham was alone and 

thoughtful, there came the voice of the Eter- 

I am thy shield, and 

Abraham had 

resentment, 

nal, “Fear not, Abram: 

thy exceeding great reward.” 

refused the rewards of carthly admirers and 

in so doing gained the rewards that are im- 

perishable. 

Abraham yielded Ishmael, the turbulent, 

lawless character to whom plunder was legi- 

timate gain and daring robberies were valor- 

ous exploits. In return he received Isaac, the 

dutiful son, the man of peace, the digger of 

wells in a desert place, a devout man of God, 

and the superb type of the Christ. 

Abraham yielded Isaac in sacrifice 

Mount Moriah. After waiting years for this 

upon 

son of promise and after sending Ishmael 
away, a thing most grevious to Abraham, 
there came the command of God, “Take now 
thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 

. . and offer him there for a burnt of- 
To this strange and unusual require- 

lovest . 
£ ary ’” 
tering, 

merit, he respended promptly and with no 
word of complaint. For the surrender of Isaac 
on the altar of cacrifice, Abraham received 
concrete evidence of the unchanging faithful- 

and of the absolute sufficiency of God. 
o all believers in all the after years, the yield- 

ne of Isaac on Mount Moriah has stood as a 
ipreme example of renunciation. 

rney to Mcunt Pisgah where 
elations of God are received, but far 
journey to Moriah the mount of utter 

rentieciation. 

pi 
Fifer gladly jou 

Let it be remembered, however, 
that 1t was on Mount Moriah where Abraham 
received his greatest revelations of the purpose 
and plan of God 
the moral recovery of a lost race. 

in providing a sacrifice for 

The way 
into the secrets of Ged is by the way of self- 
renunciation, submission and faith. 

THE HIGHWAYMAN 

ley, returning from preaching the 

: across Hb uftsloss it, rod 

me 2 place of bad repute for 
It 

feared no evil, 

dark night, yet 

he joy ‘of his 
favorite hymn as he 

was ‘a 

jE 
ul %, 48 4 

“Halt!” shouted a fierce voice, while a firm 
hand seized the iad ridle. “Your money or 
our life.” 

which contained only a few coins, 

t
A
 

cmptied his pockets, 

and then 
invited the robber to examine his saddle bags, 
which were filled with books. Disappointed at 
the result, the robber had turned away when 
Mr. Wesley srg, rilStop] I have something 
more to give you.’ 

The robber, wondering at this strange call; 
turned back, when Mr. Wesley, bending to- 
wards him, said in solemn tones, “My friend, 
vou may live to regret this sort of life in which 
you are engaged. If ever you do, I beseech you 
to remember this, “The blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin’.” 
At the close of a Sunday evening’s service 

a stream of people poured out from a large 
building, many lingering around the doors to 

aged preacher, with his long white 
locks hanging down to his shoulders. This 
was none other than John Wesley, now grown 
old in his Master's service, but still telling out 
in earnest words the story of redeeming love. 
A stranger stepped forward and earnestly beg- 
ged to have a short interview with the aged 
preacher, which was readily granted. 

It was the highwayman of Hounslow Heath, 
now a well-to-do tradesman in the city and, 
better still, a child of God. 

What had transformed the highway robber 
into the humble disciple of Christ? The pre- 
cious blood of Christ, believed in, relied on, 
trusted. remedy, no other 
way of salvation for you, reader. —Selected. 

humorously 

see the 

There is no other 

TRUST 

that He must prove 
His Word is true to me, 
And that before I can believe 
He first must let me see. 
It is enough for me to know 
"Tis true because He says ’tis so; 

On His unchanging Word I'll stand 

And trust till T can understand.” 

“I do not ask 


