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THE CALL TO HOLINESS \% | He requires He must make possible. Will im- When Does God Sanctify?
X plies freedom, our freedom as well as His, 1. manomust Heholy 161seeiGodthers st
(By Rev. S. Chadwick) Y God cannot make saints as He makes worlds. be some poirit at which the work is done. Be.

When He wills r_nan’s sanctification anotheii\:;*i‘*
s will is involved. Man cannot be sanctified'y
_even by God apart from consent and without™S
co-operation. At

The thirty-sixth chapter of ‘Ezekiel is the ¥

‘ : 's1“T wills.” At the end of the
: . b9 tHe Lord., 158 chapter of God’s "1 of the s
il h.oln.l]elss n%manhcazlvi;esethe dnd must:§ chapter God says:“l the Lord have spoken 1t
D o6t o1 Zupaie T and 1 will do it,” and immediately adds an- )
provide the means. The will of God is our Y s Pl "‘Th T 13’ 4 Cod® I‘-“:;
sanctification. The command of God is that | ot.her RN .4 neLe1E e Lord God; 1=
be holy. If sanctification is His will, and will yet for this be enquired of by the house of
e Israel, to do it for them.” God’s will Waitsﬁ

ines .« command, He must have made gy : ; \ "
hohr%ess Aol 9 d eant )_J for man’s will; and God’s power 1s, condition~3
possible, otherwise He would mock us and call 3\ , a0 i i i
us to an unequal and unfair task. Life would ©, ed upon e 8 consent. is wilkys plainly &
~ our sanctification. =_

be doomed to disappointment and dissatisfac- C,/
tion, failure and condemnation. G~ The Act of God

When God calls us to holiness it is frankly
admitted that the demand is beyond.us. We
cannot attain unto holiness. God gives what

cause the blessing seems impossible outside
heaven, there are many who believe that it
takes place at death. There is no Scripture
authority for such belief, and death is ‘never
w said to be either the time or the means of
sanctification. ~Many negard holiness as a
state toward which we continually strive but
never attain. It is thus always an ideal and
never an experience, but God speaks of it as
an act, and treats it as an experience. ' The
Scriptures never identify it with the new birth.
They urge it upon the regenerate as an in-
heritance, and command it as an obligation.
John Fletcher of Madeley has answered the
question of time: 2 b
- “If our hearts are purified by faith, as the
Saints are God’'s workmanship. Sanctifica- i Scriptures expressly testify, if the faith which
tion is the act of God. Concerning this, the peculiarly purifies the heart of Christians is a

There is no doubt about the call, Tt is on
every page of the Scriptures, and the reason =~
for it is in the nature and character of God._‘: :
Holiness is not optional, but it 1s imperative.ﬁi

Because God is holy, His people must be holy.\;gl
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we cannot gain by any will or effort of our
own. Sanctification is not attained; it is ob-
tained. For it is of grace through faith, and
not of merit by works. It is without price,
because it is priceless, and it is not of works,
because it is beyond man’s possibility. ~He
who wills our sanctification is Himself the

Sanctifier.

The Will of God

God wills our sanctification. Of that there
is no doubt. It is not a doctrine of man to be
accepted or declined. We are called unto holi-
ness, and God requires His people to be holy
because He is holy. His holiness is the pat-
tern, and His people are to be holy becausc
He is holy, and His holiness is the pattern and
standard of His demand.  Absolute holiness
belongs to God alone, and what He commands
that His people be holy as He is holy, it means

that every quality of holiness in Him must be,.

in them, even as Jesus commanded, “Be ye

therefore perfect, even as, your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.” What He wills He
commands. “For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness. He therefore
that despiseth, despiseth not man but, God,
who hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit,”
(1 Thess. 4:7,8). To reject the call is to ze-
ject God—to despise God. To deny the call’is
to deny the Holy Spirit.

The will of God is our sanctification. Will
implies purpose, purpose is dependent upon
power, and power assumes provision. What
God wills to be He must be able to do, what

Word of God is decisive and emphatic. St.
Paul prays in the Thessalonian Epistle—"“The
God of peace himself sanctify you wholly.” It
is the Lord who separates the godly unto
Himself, and He alone can make that which
is separated to be holy in'nature and character.
There is a cleansing required that is beyond
man’s power, and there is a sanctification to
be wrought that God alone can do. The carnal
mind is rooted in the sub-soil of human na-
ture, and man knows that he cannot make
himself clean. Sanctification is not by the will
of man. Neither prayer nor discipline, Bible
study nor fasting, penance nor ordinance, can
purify the heart and sanctify the nature. It
takes God to do that. He is able. He Himself
does that which He wills and commands.

The experience of sanctification is various-
ly ascribed to God, to Christ, and to the Holy
Spirit. We are sanctified through Christ; our
Lord sanctified Himself that we might be
sanctified, and we are sanctified through the
offering of the body of Christ once for all
(Heb. 10:10); We are sanctified with the
blood of Christ (Heb. 13:12) and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin. (1 John 1:7). We are sanctified through

_ the Word of God. “The word is truth,” (John

15:3-17, 1 John 1:7). We are made holy
through the sanctification of the Holy Spirit
(Rom. 15:16) 1"Cor. 6:11; 2 Thess. A
Peter 1:2).
first to. last, salvation is of grace through
faith. *As we are justified by faith, so are we
sanctified by faith.

We are saved by faith. TFrom

faith in the promise of the Father .which
promise was made by the Som, and directly
points at a peculiar effusion of the Holy Spirit,
the purifier of spirits; if we may believe in a
moment, and if God may in a moment seal
our sanctifying faith by sending us a fulness
of His sanctifying Spirit; if this, I say, is the
case, does it not follow, that to deny the pos-
sibility of the instantaneous destruction of
sin, is to deny that we can make an instantan-
eous act of faith in the sanctifying promise of
the Father, and in the all-cleansing blood of
the Son, and that God can seal that act by an
instantaneous operation of His Spirit?

The Work of God

There is a tense'in Greek that indicates an
act and implies a process. The act is definite
and complete, and it establishes a subsequent
and consequent order. That is the tense of
the sanctifying act of God. It is a definite ex-
perience, specific in character, and verified by
the assurance of the Spirit. It'is a second
work of grace involving a crisis, making an
end and establishing a beginning. The act in-
itiates a new order, a new stage of develop-
ment, and a new inheritance of maturity. The
son ecomes of age. The experience equips and
endows. No state of grace'is static, no
growth in grace is final, no work of grace is
unrelated.

We do not grow into the experience of
sanctification, but we grow in it; there is no
perfection beyond which there is no perfect-

(Con’t on Page 4)

OCTOBER 28th IS HOME MISSION SUNDAY

T s sttt 08




