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First 

Things First 

By-Mary Campbell 

“Seek ich first the kingdom of God, and His 

1d all these things shall be added 

but when a dozen and one Yee imate an Gn neces- 

y things are clamoring po iY place, how 

can we be sure that we are putting first yl 

first. This is true in the life of a missionary 

even as it i the life of young mothers and 

others. Why cannot I get some writing done? 

the thought 

‘But you ho en’t ha is any definite 

If my head were not too 

1 usually is) I would get 

tled with my Zulu Bible, dictionary, English 

Thus the letters piled up, 

cards unthanked for also parce (not for 

some time tho’ has such a parcel come), etc. Now 
4 

Christmas cards, letters, 

1 Please friends, 

gifts, second-hand 

forgive me, 

lax, and accept this as a “thank 

lL 4 11 keep plodding along and 

ore this time next year, you 

will receive a rai letter. 

3rother and Sister Haywood are happily mar- 

“Yoke 

God 1s 

ried. How pleased we are that Nina’s 

fellow in the Gospel” 

blessing them and I am sure 

do so. 

has at last come. 

He will continue to 

one and all have a very 
Helse Was cummins ait RP Ee presence very 

vf Christ 

many many souls are sz 

Dear friends, may yo 

happy Christmas with 

and may the year 1955, tarries, prove a 

year whe ved eternally. 

God bias you! Do continue to pray for us 

id all! We NEED yois prayers. TOO, 

ASE, SEND CARDS! 

SMITH - HAYWOOD WEDDING 

A picturesque wedding took place at Altona 

Mission Station on the 13th of November, 1954 

at 2 o'clock when Miss Nina Jean Smith was 

united in marriage to Rev. Eric Malcolm Hay- 

wood by Rev. E. A. M. Kierstead. 

Mrs. William Morgan played the wedding 

march. Rev. Harold Kierstead deputized for the 

father of Miss William Morgan 

acted as best man. Mrs. Harold Kierstead sang 

a solo and Jennifer Kierst 

one dai 

PLE 

Smith. Rev. 

ead carried the brides 

train. 

About twenty Europeans; mostly neighbours, 

attended the wedding, and between 300 and 400 

natives. The 

school-room annex and many spectators remained 

church was packed as well as the 

outside. 
A buffet reception was held in the mission 

house for the European guests after the wedding. 

The natives also enjoyed a feast of meat and 

mealie rice. 

Both the natives and Europeans presented the 

Haywoods with numerous useful and pretty gifts. 

The Haywoods left for Vryheid where they 

will spend a few days before taking up their 

missionary duties at Altona. 

—FE. A..M. Kiegstead: 

THE CHRIS 

When the of God made man in 

Bethlehem’'s 

mystery 

ushered in the era of 

indeed “Emmanuel,”—=“God 

were the faithful whose expectancy 

God for the fulfillment of the prophecies and 

the deli 

There were astonished she epherc ds who came 

the Aad 

with us’—few 

was of 

verance of Israel. 

with haste to see the thing which 

had made known unto them w he n fh 1e Chris 

mas Angel said, “Ye shall find the Babe wrap- 

ped in swaddling clothes wre in a manger. 

There were kings from the Last whose eru- 

dition and reverence for creation and the 

Creator could be challenged by seeing His 

star in the East and who came to worship 

Him. 

There was a Virgin Mary and a Joseph to 

whom the divine oracles could be revealed. 

<2 in a unique way there were only two in 

e Christmas story to represent those faithful 

chorus, 

idance, 
ones who, without an 1gel visitant or 

1 

without mystic stars and celestial gu 

nurtured solely by the revealed prophetic 

word, sustained by the inner breath of the 

Spirit, laboring in prayer, in lonely vigils of 

intercession, provided , the faith channel 

through which God could work to bring to 

pass His eternal purposes of the Incarnation. 

Of Simeon and Anna we know but little. 

They were neither erudite Magi nor wealth- 

creating shepherds. They were not gt. the 

priestly order to minister in the Temple wor- 

ship nor yet Levites to serve. Of Simeon it is 

said ;that. He and devout, waiting 

for the srael: and the Holy 

Ghost 

“She departed not fro 

consol: 

was upon Hi % of Anna it 1s said, 

m the temple, but ser ved 

God with fastings and prayers night and day. 

Both of these Spirit-guided ones were lifted 

up out of the obscurity which commonly 

shrouds the lives of intercessors. For the most 

part in the por 

Christmas celebration, such as these are for- 

but in the first Christmas st | 

and encourage 
gotten, ory they 

those 

whose labor is prayer and whose sacrifice is 
live forever to cheer 

intercession. 

The rarest and the costliest coin brought as 

gifts to our oid at Christmas time is just that 

—prayer and intercession. 

If our Lord ve come this Christmas 

would He offering through 

prayer and intercession, the faith channel for 

the accomplishment of His divine purposes? 

Can we work and walk through the holiday 

season with uppermost in our lives the one 

great purpose which brought Christ to earth 

that First Noel and will yet bring Him back 

in splendour—that of the redeeming and sav- 

time find us 

ing of earth’s lost millions?—The Missionary 

Standard. 

MRS. KIERSTEAD ILL 

We regret to learn that Mrs. Kierstead, wife 

of Rev. E. A. M. Kierstead, superintendent of 

our South African missionary enterprise, has 

had a physical set-back and has been ordered 

to take a complete rest. Please pray for Sister 
Kierstead. 

in Appreciati on 

LNEECT rSiOinService Qn: the Airican 

ed for furlough and the Foreign 

ssion Board brought us home in time for 

Beulah and Riverside Camp Meetings. 

It was our wish to meet our people and re- 

acquaint ourselves with our ever growing de- 

nomination. The Secretary of the Foreign 

Mission Board in co-operation with our pas- 

tors arranged a tour of the Taiome Up to 

date we have visited Z = of our churches and 

have just concluded the Missionat i Conven- 

REL Coll 

tality have 

to us in every comm i and we have Iasi 

enjoved the Rd with our pa 

2 % & 4: 5 1 a Vv 

tion here at Betha 

been opened oR PIR REC wt 4 Doors of wig 

ors and 
Fu people. Many tangible tokens of friendship 

have been received during this tour of the 

churches. 

It is not an easy task to try to represent the 

Foreign Field, and to tell of the needs, and 

the signs of progress, so we have appreciated 

the prayers of God’s people as we have travel- 

led from place to place. Above all else we 

appreciate the wonderful presence and bless- 

ing of God that has attended these meetings 
(] 

and conventions. 

We desired a 

months of our s 

home of our own for a few 

and, and God 

His people have 

1 furnish it and to fill our pantry 

with groceries and wbles. A tribute of 

gratitude is due of Port Maitland, 

4 tay in the homel 

has given us this too, and 

done much to 
- - 4 
yegetia 

the people 

and Sandford, and Yarmouth in this connec- 

ion 

Shortly after our arrival here in Yarmouth 

we were given a surprise donation. We think 

that some of the good people here at Bethany 

sible for starting this. 

While visiting the = i hes we desired that 

our two SIE children should attend 

Two kind Head in Po 

Were responsi 

school. 

EM: aitland made this 

possible by the irls homes to stay in. 

We appreciate the way in which they cared 

for the children, and made We 

now have the children here in Yar- 

mouth and Milton 

School. 

But, friends, we are not yet satisfied. There 

is one greatest of all longings, and that is for 

a Denomination-wide revival. And when and 

where shall it begin? Would to God that it 

would begin here in the homeland ere we go 

back to the foreign field. Then crossing the 

great expanse of water, burst into flames on 

our African field. We have the talent, and the 

means for doing much more for the Lord here 

at home and on the fokelgn fields; but, unless 

we can catch the heavenly vision, and zeal, 

and power, the battle 1s too great for us. 

Let us humble ourselves before our God, 

peradventure He may be intreated of us. He 

is “able to do exceeding, abundantly, above all 

that we ask or think.” 

Wishing you all the privilege of pleasing 

Him at Christmas time, and seeing g reater 

manifestation of His approval and blessing 

upon us during 1955. 
Yours still in need of prayer, 

Charles and Myra Sanders and girls 

oO TINO 

te] vil 5 

them happy. 

with us 

they are attending the 

The King’s Highway 


