BILLIE FAIRFIELD’S PROMISE

When Billie took the milk to Mrs. Seldon
one morning and she asked if he would bring
another quart that night, he said, “Yes'm”
promptly—and then never thought of it again
until he was in bed.

“Well, I can’t take it now,” said Billie; but
he could not go to sleep, although he turned,
tossed and twisted until he was weary. At last
he went to the head of the stairs and shouted:

“Mother!”

‘Mrs. Fairfield had just threaded her needle,
and stretched a stocking with a big hole in
it, over her hand. She said, “Oh, dear!” but
went to see what Billie wanted.

When Billie had told her, she said quietly,
“You'll have to go now.”

“Oh, Mother! I can't go away up there
alone.”

Mrs. Fairfield knew that, for Billie had never
been out alone at night. His father had gone
to bed downstairs with the baby, and if they
asked him, the baby would awaken, too;
so Mrs. Fairfield thought for a minute. Then
she said:

“We’ll see. I'll have the milk ready when
you come down.”

When Billie got into the kitchen, his mother
stood at the door with her cap and shawl on.
Billie began to feel ashamed. He wished he
dared to go alone, but he did not, for it was a
lonesome road. He took the milk, and they
tramped over the snow, up the long hill with-
out speaking a word to each other. The wind
blew in their faces, and Billie's ears were cold;
but he had the milk can in one hand, and
pulled his sled with the other—so there was
-no way to warm them. He was ashamed to
ask his mother to carry the milk.

When Mrs. Seldon opened the door she ex-
claimed:

“Why, what made you come away up here
tonight? And you, too, Mrs. Fairfield! It’s too
bad. I could have gotten along somehow with-
out the milk.”

“But Billie promised you,” replied Mrs. Fair-
field. And Billie wished that nobody would
look at him.

“It didn’t matter, she said, Mother,” Billie
urged, when they were returning home again.

The wind was to their backs and now
Billie’s ears were warm,

“The ‘matter’ was your promise,” said his
mother. “Would you break a promise just to
keep from having to walk up to Mrs. Sel-
don’s?”

Billie made no answer, for he was ashamed
again. Presently, he asked his mother if she
would slide down the hill on the sled. MTrs.
Fairfield laughed; but she tucked herself up
on the front of the sled, while Billie hung on
behind; and they slid down the hill to their
own yard, where Billie skilfully steered the
“sled in. His mother praised the way he man-
aged his sled—but Billie was still uncomfort-
able.

“Why don’t you say something to me,
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Mother?” Billie said, while they were warming
themselves at the big coal stove.

His mother smiled at him, saying, “I'll tell
you how you will be punished, Billie. It’s too
late to finish mending these stockings tonight;
so I'll mend them tomorrow, when I was
going to make a cottage pudding, and there
will be no pudding for dinner.”

Billie and his father would just say “cottage
pudding” for a long time afterward if any-
thing was in danger of being neglected or
forgotten. When Billie had grown to be a
man, and people said, “Just give me Billie
Fairfield’s word; that’s all I want,” Billie
would smile and say:

“Yes, my mother taught me to keep my
promises.”—Sunday School Times.
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OBITUARY

Funeral service of the late George Moses
was held at the home of his son, Harry Moses,
Black’s Harbour, on January 11th. Interment.
at Black’s Harbour cemetery. Our Rev. Joseph
Moses, of Jonesport, is a grandson of the de-
ceased. The service was conducted by Rev.
F. A. Dunlop, assisted by Rev. W. H. Ring.
Mr. Moses was ninety-five years of age.

F. A. Dunlop

Funeral service for the late William Hanley
was held in the Pentecostal church at Back
Bay on January 21st. The service was con-
ducted by Rev. William Paisley, pastor of the
church, assisted by Revs. W. H. Ring and
F. A. Dunlop of Black’s Harbour. Mr. Hanley
was thirty-four years of age and leaves his
wife, five young children, his parents, and
several brothers and sisters.

Our deepest sympathy to these bereaved
ones.
F. A. Dunlop

The death of Mr. Harley Hicks occurred at
his home near Havelock, N. B., January 7th.
The funeral service was conducted from the
United Baptist Church, Havelock, N. B., by
Rev. Mr. Garner, assisted by Rev. R. More-
house. He leaves to mourn, his wife; three
daughters, Miss Hilda Hicks, Mrs. William
Martin, Mrs. A. D. Cann; and seven sons,
Rev. Bert. Hicks, Rev. Stirling Hicks, Rev.
Leslie Hicws, Lee, Floyd, Gordon and Cecil.

R. Morehouse

WEDDINGS

Bryant - Brown—At the R:formed Baptist
Parsonage, Black’s Harbour, Melva Glenetta
Brown and Alain Vernard Bryant were united
in marriage by the pastor, Rev. Fraser Dunlop.

Justason - Cook—On the evening of January
22nd, Beverly Patricia Cook, of Black’s Har-
bour, and Paul Franklin Justason, of Penn-
field, were married at the Reformed Baptist

Parsonage, Black’s Harbour, by Rev. Fraser
Dunlop.
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GIFTS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS
Dear Friends:

The above list is a record of gifts for For-
eign Missions from September to February 1st.
It is a long list and we are deeply grateful to
all who have contributed. But our receipts
fall far short of our obligations. Will you plea-
se rush your offerings to the treasurer before
March if you possibly can, as we have not suf-
ficient to pay our next quarter’s salaries. Some
of our churches give very generously, not only
toward the general missionary budget, which
covers salaries and running expenses only
partly, but also toward those special enter-
prises which mean extension of our work. Let
me urge you to do all you can toward our gen-
eral budget during the next few weeks. I am
sure that a vision of whitened harvest fields
will incite us all to more generous giving.

Yours in His Glad Service;
F. A. Watson,
51 Carleton Street,
Saint John, N. B.

The King’s Highway



