THE PATTERN OF PENTECOST

(Continued from Page 4)

quoted by Jesus will find their interpretation in the
symbolism of the Old Testament. In Ezekiel 47, and
Zechariah 13:1; 14:8, we have the new dispensation: set
forth under the figure of a river. That river flows from
the place of sacrifice, in Ezekiel from under the altary and
in Zechariah from the fountain opened for sin and un-
cleanness. In Revelation 21 the river flows from a throne
on which is the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world. How completely this is fulfilled in Jesus Christ!
The Spirit comes from the cross. Calvary is the explanation
of Pentecost. The gift of the Spirit is the purchase of his
blood. Until sin had received its atonement, the Spirit
could not come. Until that was accomplished Christ’s
glorification could not begin, and until he was glorified the
Spirit could not be given.

There was also a preparation of the disciples. He
needs a prepared people. In this also there was an extend-
ed and immediate preparation. Through all their inter-
course with Christ they were being familiarized with the
Spirit. They knew him for he abode with them in the
person of their Lord (John 14:17). But as they mneared
the end he spake much to them of the Spirit which should
be given them when he should have returned to the
Father. He taught them concerning the Spirit, he told
them of their great privileges in him. Thus he prepared
their minds to seek and to receive him, and begot within
them a great desire for his coming. This preparation was
completed after the ascension of Christ into heaven. With
the promise that they should be endued with power not
many days hence, they returned to the Upper Room and
there continued in earnest, believing prayer, ten days wait-
ing the promised gift.

These are the abiding conditions of the Spirit’s
coming! Glorify Christ; search the Scriptures concerning
the Spirit; and pray for his coming and assuredly your
Pentecost will not be long delayed.

THE SIGNS OF PENTECOST

Signs signify quality and mission, and the signs of
Pentecost are full of meaning. A cyclonic wind which
filled the house and a cloud of fire accompanied his com-
ing, Christ had himself spoken of him as the wind at
once so mysterious and so manifest, and John the Baptist
had described his baptism as one of fire, The form in
which he comes signifies the kind of work to be done.
He came upon Jesus not as a fire but in the form of a
Dove; he comes upon the disciples not as a Dove but as
fire. In the sinless Son there is no need for wind or fire.
In the sinful disciple there is no home for the Dove. For
us the Spirit is fire.

The figure is familiar enough. It has influenced our
daily speech in every direction. We speak of friendships
as warm, and of love that burns. We mourn our chilling
reserve and cold indifference. We speak of passions that
are fiery and of enthusiasms that are at white heat. Christ
sets them ablaze. He kindles within them a moral and
spiritual enthusiasm that purifies, impassions, and trans-
forms them. The flame sat upon each of them as a tongue
of fire. Not the tongue of the learned, or of culture, or
of eloquence, but of fire. That is the gift of God and the
mighty weapon of his people. The Spirit is a Spirit of
utterance, and Spirit-inspired speech is alway forceful,
appropriate, and effective.

THE MARVELS OF PENTECOST

The greatest marvel of that marvelous day was the
effect of the Spirit’s coming upon the disciples. What a
change it wrought in them! It set fire to their understand-

DEATHS

Mr. John Jensen, age 75, of Greenfield, N. B., passed
away April 22nd., after a brief illness.

He is survivied by his wife, four daughters, and four
sons.

Rev. Laurence W. Corey conducted the funeral service,
held in the Primitive Baptist Church Stickney; assisted
by Rev. H. W. Kimball and Phillip Giberson.

We extend our sympathy to the sorrowing ones.

WEDDING

On April 26th in the Reformed Baptist Church, Saint
John, Hilda Wilson of Saint John was united in marriage
to Elmer Huculak of Camrose, Alberta. Rev. A. D. Cann
performed the ceremony, assisted by Rev. Walter Fernley.
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ing. It turned those common-place fishermen and tax gather-
ers into prophets, teachers, and advocates. They received
the Spirit of truth, who taught them all things. It gave
them courage as well as certainty. Their shrinking timid-
ity and cowardly terror were burnt up in the blaze of the
Spirit’s baptism. You look in vain for the Peter of the
judgment hall on that day. He is a new man. The Peter
at the fire and the Peter baptized with fire are nothing
akin, It filled them with power. What force there is in
their speech! What an unconscious look of strength there
is in their bearing! A different company from that baffled
band at the foot of the Mount of Transfiguration! It filled
them with joy. They were so full of gladness, people said
they were drunk. They were intoxicated with God, not
wine.

Spirit-filled men are always joyful. No wonder the
effect upon the world was so startling. They were aston-
ished, arrested, and perplexed. Sixteen different nation-
alities listened to a man who knew no language but his
own, and each heard the word in his own tongue! As they
heard they were convicted of their sin and ecried out in
distress of soul. And three thousand of them were savingly
converted to God that day.

Have you received the Spirit, or are you resist-
ing him? Have you had your Pentecost, or are you living
on the Old Testament side of the Cross?

What a big difference there is between giving advice
and lending a hand.

—Courier.
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