GROUNDS FOR GIVING

by J. D. Abbott

An official statement in the tithing program of the
Methodist Church in the past has been “We are not con-
cerned with your share of our budget! What matters is
God’s share of your income.” It is reported that this state-
ment was used in Sunday bulletins, congregational corre-
spondence, declared from the pulpit, and spoken in the
classroom. Prospective members heard it and local church
papers bore its message. I find it rather precise and posi-
tive.

To so emphasize the individual’'s obligation to the
church and its various programs to the point where de-
votion to God and the discharge of one’s obligation to Him
are relegated to secondary places is to misplace emphasis.
Let budgets be what they will be, but first consider what
God’s share is of what you have, A well-balanced program
of good stewardship instruction must begin with an under-
standing of the wholehearted response which the indivi-
dual owes to God. This is clearly stated in the Gospel ac-
cording to Luke: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thy-
self” (10:27). This, quite evidently, is the Master’s own
summary of the extent of man’s obligation to his Maker.

According to the Word of God it could be stated that
a circle is drawn about our total life and God claims our
full existence as His own. This being so, we cannot dis-
charge our stewardship responsibility by a sizeable con-
tribution in either area of tithe, talent, or time. My giving
to God must be based upon the abilities of the day or hour
or moment, these may increase or they may diminish.
God claims only a portion of that which we have.

A consistent program of dedicated stewardship may
be subverted by some who would give largely, but who
would do so only once a year. This is neither good train-
ing nor a good example. How much better it is for the in-
dividual believer to consistently take from his earnings,
strengths, and abilities and place them into the coffers of
the Lord to be used in the furtherance of His cause.

In the Pilgrim Holiness Church it is hoped that a
program of giving will be developed which will be focused
on the soul and not on the purse, on the heart full of
devotion and not on the size of the bill dropped in the
plate. The principal matter to be emphasized is that of
aligning the heart with Christ. It is hoped that our giving
to God shall be motivated, not by the pitiful plea for a
present need, but rather, by a desire to give all to Christ.
This is a basic fact and it must ever be kept before us
in all that we do.

The church seeks souls—souls to be won to Christ—
and not purses emptied for a particular program. When
the church experiences salvation success it need have no
fear about a shortage of funds for its work. The fully
dedicated heart will share what it has for the purpose of
doing God’s will among men. This can be counted on.
This is the basis for giving.

—Pilgrim Holiness Advocate

HAVE YOU CHECKED YOUR HIGHWAY
LABEL LATELY?

- PLEASE RENEW TODAY

The King’s Highway

> DO YOU KNOW >
THAT BETHANY OFFERS:

1. A three-year Ministerial and
Missionary Training Course.

" 2. A one-year course for Chris-
tian Workers.

3. In the Business College De-
partment, a one-year course
to prepare a student for a
career as a Secretary or
Stenographer.

4. Professional training in Music,
Voice, Piano and Theory; also
a Speech course.

5. Grade Xl Junior Matricula-

tion.
? ?
? 6. Any of the above courses for ?
2?? less than $500 per year. 2??

We find that there are people who do not know how
much Bethany offers its constituency. We find also that
there are people who have unanswered questions about
Bethany — about the courses offered, the daily life of
students, etc. There may even be some of our people who
are laboring under odd bits of misinformation about Beth-
any.

We would be happy to answer in the Highway any
questions you may have about the daily workings of
Bethany Bible College. We would be happy to demonstrate
for you, for instance, that our Bible Department is much
more than a glorified Sunday School, or that our Com-
mercial Department is much more than a glorified typing
course.

We want to serve our people and we want our people
to know in how many ways we can serve them. Please
send your questions to us, and we shall be glad to answer
them, perhaps in a series of articles such as this one.
Please address your correspondence to:

Bethany Question Box,
19 Beacon Street,
Yarmouth, N. S.

THOSE LIQUOR ADVERTISEMENTS

The liquor industry never uses its best customer as
its advertisement. The motor manufacturer quotes the
man who has driven his car 100,000 miles a year; the
church advertisement is the man who has spent the most
time and effort in his faith. But the liquor industry looks
for its recommendation in people who have not tried its
product to the limit. It never advertises its supreme accom-
plishments.

The alcoholic shows the possibilities, the terrible po-
tentials of the business. No one ever takes up drinking
out of admiration for such a man; he is not an example
likely to draw followers. —Forward



