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AN EVENING ON THE ATLANTIC. 

(FROM A MANUSCRIPT LETTER.) 

1 was sitting or rather reclining on a 
Jocker, in the cabin of a stout little Scotch 

_ Brig, which was canveying me from the 

shores: of Columbia, to my own native 
© Upo the fjtersy  YRMSCotland. The sky was dark and gloomy, 

. wand not even a star-slione out benignant- 

Iy, to cheer the tedious and lonely watch- 
es of a December night in the middle of 

the vast Atlantic. The wind blew cold 
#nd fierce, and being abaft the beam, the 
ocean was raised into liquid mountains 
which seemed ready to overwhelm our 
little barque. The first watch being set, 
a reef taken in of both topsails, and every 
thing made snug, the captain, a fine lit- 
tle civil citizen of Dundee, came below, 
and took a seat at the weather side of the 
table, proposing, as was our usual cus- 
tom (1 being the only male passenger on 
board) to solace ourselves with a little 
West India eye water, vulgarly ycleped 
rum, mollified with a duc quantum of su- 

gar, nutmeg, and hot water. Having 
prepared this necessary medicine secuns 
dum artem, the kettle was snugly stowed 
within the fender of the stove, and 1 had 
placed my feet firmly against a chest to 
keep myself steady, when, seizing a um. | 
bler in my right hand, and raising it to| 
my lips with a look towards Capt. K , 
1 wished a happy arrival in G -—-, © A- 
men,’ said he, ‘and may we never have 
a worse night than this. She now goes 
nine knots :—don't you hear how the wa- 
ter spins under her quarter?’ Now for 
the story about your uncle,’ said I; ‘let 

distinguished \ us hear that, and I will keep watch with 

perintendance i will 1 yon ql twelve,)—* You shall have it, re- 
ERT plied the captain; ‘ but this puts me in 

mind of a narrow escape I had this very 
night, last year, in the North Sea. 

“I remember well, I was on my voy- 
age from Riga; it had blown a complete 
gale for four days. + It was a clear moon- 
light night, except when the swifi-flying 
scud at intervals obscured the heavens. 
The helm was lashed down, and our ves- 
gel being hove too, rode snugly in the 
wotigh of thie sea, which was immensely 
high. 1 had gone down to the cabin,-af- 

{ Rat observing there was nothing but sky 

ama water as far as the eye could reach. 
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| throats. They soon fell foul of some 
| good London porter, which my uncle had 
| got in a present {rom a friend in London, 
|to take to my aunt. After having dis- 
| cussed a good quantity of this liquor, the 
{ Frenchmen grew quite merry, and swil- 
{led away like heroes, leaving my uncle 
{at the helm and myself on deck. Byand 
bye, one or two of them came upon deck; 
to see if we were upon duty. They 

| seemed as drunk as badgers, and return- 
|ed below immediately, saying to my un- 
| cle, good humouredly enough, “ Begar, 
| ve must 'ave some more of your porteer.” 
|My uncle, poor man, seemed: sorely 
grieved about his porter, and from the 

| Dottom of his. soul heartily wished all 

Frenchmen at the devil. After a short 

time, he gave the helm to me, and strut- 

led about the deck for a minute or to, 

[biting his nails, and muttering curses on 

| his enemies. All at once, his counte- 

i nance changed intoa look of fierce deter- 

mination, mingled with hope. He turned 

le me, and merely said, “ Now, Jock be 

| steady”’~-and immediately went in search, 

|as I perceived, of a hammer and some 
nails, which were somewhere lying a- 

[ bout: deck. tle then, to my astonishs 
ment, sprung down the, companion, and 
(as he afterwards doscribed to. me) flew 
into the cabin and made a snatch ‘at his 
musket, which was suspended on two 
pins. | He re-appeared on deck in a mo- 
ment and the first thing I saw him do 
was giving some hard knocks with the 
butt end of his gun to a Frenchman's 
hands, who appeared endeavouring. to 
come up the ladder. I'he next French- 
man that made his appearance received a 
knock on the head, with the same wea- 
pon, which, to use the old man’s expres 
sion, ““ sent him down like: a pair of old 
boots.” Having accomplished thus far, 
he instantly drew on the hatch, and 
fastened dows (he hasp firmly. All 
this, I may say was the work of a mo- 
ment. My uncle immediately came to- 
wards me, with the gun in his hand, say- 
ing,"*’Bout ship now, Jock. By G—, 
we've primed the Frenchmen.” Having 

futone s0, he sent the muzzle of his gun 
| through the cabin skylight (which was 

\ 
| 

¥* 01 had remained a considerable time below 
but bethought myself of taking a look on 
deck before going to bed. When I had 
attained the deck, good God! wirat was 
my astonishment and consternation to see 
a lige vessel coming down right before 
the wind, directly upon our broadside. 1 
am certain she was not more than two 
cables’ length off when [ saw her. = At 
fist I felt myself absolutely petrified with 
horror; but recoliecting myself for a mo- 
ment, in actual desperation, I seized a 
speaking trumpet, and hailed the strange 
sail ‘10 the utmost exiént of my: lungs. 
Whether the watch in the other vessel had 
heard the sound of my voice through the 
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to be as panic-struck as myself, neither | 
of us having the power to speak in passing * ae man an’ a bit callan.” 

~ Many a time have I thought 
to myself, since that, she must have been 
a counterpart to the flying Datchman ; for 
Fcan never imagine how she appeared 
80 close to us on a sudden, and steered 

& go-to-bed glass, the captain said, « Now 

to relate to you took place, might be about 
thirteen or fourteen years of age. We| Wy 
ad left London, and were on our way 
ick to Dundee, going on at a famous 

action with a complete broadside of oaths 
{on the terrified Frenchmen, who are ne- 
| ver at a loss to understand the meaning 
| of John Bull's blessings, when’ delivered 
in such style. The poor fellows huddled 
into the corner of the cabin, craving mer- 

| cy, which he promised them, on" the con- 
| dition of being quiet, and of handing him 
up the biscuits, &c. which were all below. 
I'he water being on deck, we, of course, 
had to give them an allowance. 

10 reconnoitre for something to wet their | 

grated y with great fury,accompanying this | 

Under 
such circumstances, my uncle could be 

lotte’s Island, and a few others of less 

importance, together with a very small 

portion of the coast in latitude 54 north,
 

are all now left to our undisputed posses- 

sions on the north-western coast of Ame- 

rica; being about to be deprived of the 

rest by ihe encroachments of the Rus~ 

sians on. the north, and of the United 

States on the south. This is the more 

to be deplored, as the opening of the Chi- 

na trade gives great adduionalimporta
nce 

to this territory. But we have an in- 

stance of political folly still more glaring 

and mischievous, in the cession of the 

whole of the vast and valuable Indian 

Archipelago to the Dulch, first by the 

general pacification in 1814 and subse 

quently by cession of Sumatra, in ex: 

change for an insignificant terriiory on 

the peninsula of Malacca.” ‘I'he import- 

ance of the fur trade between this coast 

and China was first ascertained in Cook's 

third voyage of discovery in the Pacific. 
The scarcity of fuel in the densely peo- 
pled provinces of China, the unskilful- 

néss of the people in manufacturing wool- 
lens and the severity of the winter, cause 

a greatzr demand and higher prices for 
furs in the Chinese market than in any 
other part of the world, insomuch that 
the return given by the Russians and 
Chinese commodities is alinost entirely 

ferior quality. The capture of the sea- 
otter, in consequence of the very great 

tion of the Russians, as Cook ‘when, in 
1778, he visited the coast of Kamtschat- 
ka and the neighbouring islands, found | 
many Russian posts established through 
them, for securing this valuable article of | 
commeree. These traders, hdwever, had 
not the enterprise to push their traffic at 
that time to the opposite coast of Ameri~ 
ca, as, when Cook, first. visited Nootka 
Sound, an inlet in Vancouver's Island, 
in latitude 49° 36 uorth, the natives 
readily bartered the finest sea-otiers’ furs 
for beads, butions, and similar toys.—- 
Fisher's Co.onial Magazine, 

HorrisrLe ErFrects or AN Earmn- 
qQuake.— During the contest which:Kiana | 
sustained against Keona, while his chief) 
was on Maui, a most singalar interposi- 
tion of a natural phenomenon enabled | 
him to triumph over his active oj-pourent. | 
At that period, it had a great effect over | 
the minds ol the natives, who from that 
moment considered their goddess Pele a 
favourer of the rising fortunes of Kami 
ehameha. The army of Keona had se- | 

parated into three divisions, marching at | 
some distance from each other, and were 
descending from the volcano by three dis- 
tinct paths, not greatly apart and which 
ran parallel with each other. ‘They led | 

expected to sleep little; but the weather! towards the habitable portion of Kau 

proving favourable, after much exertion 
and fatigue, we entered the Tay on the 

d No sooner 
howling ofithe blast, or whether they had | were we arrived than the news of this ad- 
discovered ‘us at the critical moment, ¥| venture spread like wild fire. 
know not; but she instantly veered to lee-| dy in Dundee came down to the quay to | proceed; they: reeled” to and fro like 
ward, and came close within a few feet of | see the Frenchmen land,—who, you may 
us. ‘The people on board of her seemed | depend, looked foolish enough to be ta~ 

ken prisoners, as the old woman said, by 
They were 

| third day afier Gur capture. 

sent to the depot at Perth, where my un 

them something to drink. 

as listening attentively.’ 
) 

i 
thing in its mouth.—I'his proved to be ing host - partly owned a sloop which traded 

py BE vanaf bg and Lon-| 3 : 

cident or « Punide cul 3 Sawmon, now | the jaws of puss, aud with. the cooking 
i Lo and then, to the Cockney bodies. Well | and eating of which we endeavoured to 

and, at| while away our evening on the Atlantic. 

The lucrative traffic in which the ric 

Every bo- 

cle afterwards paid them a visit, and gave 
The old man 

takes great delight in relating this adven- 
ture, and nothing can please him so much 

Just as the captain had finished the 
narrative of his. uncle’s exploit; a large 

.|tom cat, which belonged to the brig, 
came boumeing into the cabin, with some- 

large flying fish, which we rescued from 

The Fur Trade between the North- 

Testern Coast of America and China. — 

furs of north-western America were ex- 

The first division, or vangaurd, had hot 
far advanced, when a heavy earthquake, 
and eruption from the voicano took place: 
‘I'he ground shook so violently as to ren- 
der it ‘impossible either to stand still; or 

druuken men. The noise accompanying 
this motion” was awful, and far exceeded 
thunder in" Idudness. The sky, which 
had been unclouded, was filled with a 

s| shower of cinders and ashes, extending 
tor mamy miles around. Owing to the 
height to which they were first cast by 
the action of the crater, they cooled in 
their descent, and did no injury, though 
a strong sulphurous gas was evolved, 
which produced a suffucating sevsatiov 

in the party exposed. However, they 

escaped with only a severe fright and a- 

soon as practicable hurried from the'spot. 

a| The rear party experienced a similar 
motion, accompanied by the like noise 

and showers, which quickly passed over. 

‘They then hastened to rejoin their com- 

rades, but were met by a sight that aps 

palled the stoutest “heart. I'he central 

division ‘lay stiffened in death;—but so 

natural were the positions of many, that 

h| they did not discover that life was extinct 

until they had closely examined them — 

inn furs, and those for the most part of n-| distant, 

and disefission. We have lately met with | very intense suffering. In the human from a lady; in which: she requested ihe 
what we conceive to be a strong demons being, moral and intellectual motives con. | 
stration of its repelling force, in -a ‘late|stamly operate in enhancing the fear of} 
publicatids, by a medical officer of the | death, ‘which, withéut these motives, in a 
army, Di. Adam Neale, which derives | 

i jadditiong! interest from the celebrity of [dull, and the love of life be lost upon eve- 

the persan principally concerned : —A 
very promising young officer of Engi- 
neers, with whom I livedin habits of the | both these passions, which, if they exist 

in animals, exist independent of reason, | 
or as instincts. 

an all-wise Providence to'prevent tlie dis- 
ing an obstinate headache and giddiness; [solution of organs, and cannot follow 

oN < . . | 
greatest intimacy and friendship, “while | 
employed in repairint” the breaches of 
Ciudad Radrigo, consulted me respect- 

which I #und was principally occasion 
ed by hig wearing a stiff black leather 
stock. ~ Fearuestly recommended him to 
lay it aside, which he rather tenaciously 
declined, when, as a further inducement, 
I told hins that in the ‘event of substitu- 
ting a black silk handkerchief, it might 
one day preserve his life, as silk would 
certainty turn a ball which nfight pene- 
trate Jeather. At length he complied, 
and, as I bad predicted, his headacle left 
him. -“Wdsoon after separated, he going | 
to the light division, and my station be-, 
ing with Lord Hill. The campaign com- 
menced, 4nd in a few weeks [ learned 
with the greatest grief, that my gallant 
friend hadsfallen at the head of the first 
storming party at St. Sebastian. I was 
then stationed at Reynoza, many leagues | 

As 1 believed him dead, my | 
surprise and joy were great on receiving | 
a letter from him some weeks afterwards, 

value of its fur, early attracted the atten- |acquainting me that when on the very 
glacis, he trad been wouwded with a mus- 
ket ball by a man on the walls. . He ime 
mediately fell covered witli blood,.which 
streamed in profusion from his” mouth 
and nostri’ one of his own corps drag- 
ged him" itfinediately nto the trench.— 
He was carried to his quarters, and the 
wound on examination, was pronounced 
mortal ; the ball not being found was 
supposed to have lodged in the vertebra. 
of the neck. He lived, however, for three 
days, and no bad symptoms coming on, 
the surgeons began to doubt the accuracy 
of their opinions. The sapper who saw 
kim fall was examined, to ascertain whe 
ther he had seen the bullet, which he in- 
stantly produced [rom his waistcoat pock- 
et, saying, that on untying Mr. Reid’s 
silk handkerchief, he found part of it ear- 
ried ito the wound, and using a little 
force in” withdrawing it, the ball came 
out with it; not a single thread of; the 
silk handkerchief having given way, as 
appeared on examination. Mr. Reid re- 
covered, and is now a lieutenant Colonel 
in the army, and Governor of the Bermu- 
das.—G'lasgow Courier. 

Frizxpsare.— Lieutenant Montgome- 
ry had seen much military service.— 
However, the wars were over, and hej 

hzd nought to do, but to lounge as best 
he could through life upon half-pay — 
[le was one day taking hts ease at "his 
tavern, when he observed a stranger, evi- 
dently a foreigner, gazing intently at him. 

The lieutenant appeared not jo notice 
the intrusion, but thifted his position. A 
short time and the stranger shifted! too, 
and still with unblanched gaze he'stared. 

This was too much for Montgomery, who 

arose and approached his scrutinizing 
intruder. he. 
“Do you know me, sir?’ asked the lieu- 

tenant. 
‘¥ think I do.’ answered the foreigner, 

who was a Frenchman, 

stances in which the process of death has 

are worth repeating. 
dying, is said to have faintly articulated | 
to one of his inmates, * I wish ¥ had the 

reasoning being would probably become 

ry slight occasion of pain or’disgust; but 
imagination is creative with respect to 

3 | I 

Pain seems intended by | 
| 

their destruction,. I" know several in-] 

been observed, even to its termination, | 
by good philosophers; and the instances | 

Dr. Cullen, when | 

power of writing or speaking, for then I 
would describe {0 you how pleasant a | 
thing it isto die.’ Dr. Black worn out | 
by age and a. disposition to pulmonary 
h@&morrhage, which obliged him to live 
very low—while.veating his customary 
meal of bread and milk, fell asleep, and 
died in so tranquil a manuer that he had 
not. even spilt the contents of the spoon 
which he held in his hand. And the late | 
Sir Charles Magden, whilst at a social | 
meal with his friends, Mons. and Mad. 
Berthelle. and Gay-Lussack, died in his 
chair so ‘quietly ‘that not a drop ‘of the | 
coffee ir the cup which he held in his 
hand was spilt.- -Sir H. Davy. 

Steraey, Girarp.—We hase been 
much struck with the force and truth of 
some remarks in a southern journal, upon 
the character of Girard, the great Phila- 
delphia milfionaire who died a few years 
ago in that'city. Retribution (says the 
journal alluded to,) has been singularly 
active upon the estate and the wili of | 
Stephen Girard ; and swept.the immense | 
riches of the unjust man in fragments to | 
the.winds of heaven. Virtue has reclaim- | 
ed her own; and what iniquity garnered 
— Gud has scattered abroad, as a lesson 
to the wicked who pile up fortunes 
mountain high in violation of his com-| 
mand ments. 

Girard, in amassing wealth was wholly 
nascrupulous./ lle gave no heed to jus- 
tice in his pursuit-of gain; or his riches 
would haye melted before him like snow 
in the sun. No man can accumulate | 
gold, and at the same time reverence and 
obey God. Girard, of all who are rich, 
was the most reckless of the decrees, or 
even the existence ot an Almighty. His 
soul was encased in adamant. His heart | 
was ponderous and impenetrable as the 
diamond. Jt was his secret glory, and | 
often his proud boast of open exultation, | 
that he could cheat and defraud those | 
most exper in cheating others. His pro- 
fits-and gains were the pestilential fruit | 
of profound indirection. And his feel- | 
ings never lost what his cunning gained. | 
‘he groans of disitess never penetrated 

to Lig heart. He never heard the sigh] 
of anguish ; he never relieved the pangs 
of want. If compelled to answer the | 
poor, it was to tell them they were guilty 
‘of crimes Point his attention to Ueaven, | 

and he would reply that he never made I mean : fob, 118 

Nor did has 2o one defined result to bring 
about; 

a penny by the worship of God. 
{his blasphemy stop here. IIe looked on 
all as his prey, if’ his own cunning, or the 
weal ness exposed them to his frauds.— 
He plundered even the widow—he strip- 

‘ [lave we ever met before? continued 
Montgomery. 

“I will not swear for it; but if we have 
—and I am almost sure we have,’ said 
the stranger—* you have a sabre cut, a’ 
deep one, on your right wrist.’ 

‘1 have,’ cried” Montgomery, turning 
back his sleeve, and displayed a very 
broad and ugly scar, ‘1 dida’t get this 
for nothing, for the brave fellow who 
made me a present of it I repaid with a 
gash across the skull.’ 
The Frenchman bent down his head, 

parted his hair with his hands, and said 
— You did ; you may look at the re- 

ped the garments from the shivering and 
| ragged back of the orphan. No pity re- 
I strained him—iio feeling" of synipathy 

| could even bend him to justice, or melt 
him to mérey, His iron rule was pain. 
[1s only God—Gold ! 
Thus with the iron purpose of avarice | 

did he pass a long life of trade, holding 
God in derision, and benevolence in con= 
tempt : and hie only respected the laws, 
because the laws secured him in his pro- 
perty. They thus became part of his 
avarite. 

Tike MiviTia CAprain-¢ Some are born 

honor of lis comiparty at supper.” He ace 
cepted the invitation i whit seemed ts 
him its literal seuse, and marched'to the 

house atthe head of his lotty ragamufline 
each of wiiom had an appetite sufficient 
10 produce a famine: in a western seitlos 

ment. Another, in tralging an undiscis 

plined corps, ordered them to charge bays 
onets, wlichthey did by rushing at him, 
He sought safety, where most of his spe. 
cies seek it—in flight.” Sill another 

whose face was always seen in peace. 

and whose back was always. seen in war, 
once closed an animated appeal (0 his 
company, by a furious and truculent 
command—"* Follow me?" He advanced 
two steps— faltered, and fled with pre- 

cipitation, ft js needless to add that Lis 

me!’ Bat the beststory. of militia valor, 

is that of the brave captain whose expe- 
rience of the horrors of war was confins 
ed to. sham fights: He was once ina 

real engagement, and appeared lo enjoy 
it. much. He marched, countermarched 
and blazed away with great glee. = At 
last a bullet passed through his cocked 
hat, At fifst ampazement stupified him. 
Then slowly recovering, he gazediat the 
hole whicl: the lead had perforated in its 
somewhat hasty tour through his chap- 
eau, and witha voice indicative of the 
greatest indignation at such treachery, 
he exclaimed, * By——, they are firing 
balls ' and fled asf a thunderbolt were 
chasing him. Che truth is, that Militia 
Captains are theillegitimate sons of Mars, 
and have small desiré to win immortal 
renown at: the expense of mortal exist 
ence.— Vesperus. 

| soldiers obeyed the direction of ‘follow 
16 

Lorp Broveuay—I always think of 
Lord Brougham as I should of a mighty 
mountain placed on an uncertain pedes~ 
tal. .‘I'le mountain is vast, splendid, gi- 

[gantic, fearful, and yet pleasing to gaze 

upon ; but it is placed on so yery, inse- 

cure a pedestal, that every breath of wind 
threatens to overturn it. How so great 

a mountam could be so curiously and was 

éertainly ‘placed I can never discover : 

but there it is and I am in an agony. for 

its fate. ‘So it is with Cord Brougham. 

‘I'he powers of Lis mind are prodigious ; 

re influence he exercises over other 

minds is vast and proportionate ; -his ele. 

quence is-of- the ‘highest ocder; heisa 

walking encyclopedia; but 1am always 

in agony when f hear of him.— I fear to 

listen lest some new. phrase in his varias 

ble being should be brought, before me. 

in fact 1 tremble lest he should fall. He 

is neither Whig, Lory, nor Radical; and 

yet he is all. ~ When ‘Poryism. was tti> 

umphant, he was almost a Cobhbet—ite; 

when Whiggism was in the dscendeut, 

he eyed, it with jealousy: What will he 

do next? I 2m constan(ly asking myself; 

and why? Because his pedestal is. 50, 

rickety. He knew the guilt of Queen 

Caroline, but- yet pronounced her pure 

as the virgin snow; Le obtained the exe 

amination of all the charities of England, 

Lut he left is work incomplete: * Now 

lie is taking up.the question of education: 

But what does he want? whit does lie 

ta obtajn? He knows not: He 

no one obvious, palpable, vast sysieul 03 

|defend. 1 should pot be surprised me 

| him Jord-chancellor ina cabinet 
Wit po 

| Duke of Wellington, or chief D
eo E 

{ his old friend Scarlet as ofifef Js iat 

| Since these words were peic
es 1) 

{singularly have some of tem get 54g 

ified! What Lord Brougham on a foe
 

| period, he is still, - Sul isthe Nan 

I' mountain, fine to look at, presenting 1 

: ; 5 pind with varied 
self to the eye of the 1 fiat 

{lights and shadows: now
 Bri as 

{and radiant, theo dark and 
g Rofl to Oi 

[still the mountain Is tottering, unceriali, 

le oli sis, and trembling 
placed on no solid pet ie 

; p he No 
not before the blasts of t vs ae ~~ 

| bat even before a Zephyf=—
Lraseise 

| gazine. 
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ans 5 . H put | long as the deposit Jasts, The progress | ther, as in the act of salutation. ~ TA QUES ROTEL S “(47a captain whose sense | ling, that would no } 6110 . fi i 

NU : Bix stout fellows on board of : p . prog ) ‘ laws. of nature. are all directed by Divine | We recollect a militia captain whose sense | ARE, ise into things fe [ 

/ 35 Roberts? i 1 board of us, and took | of discovery along this still imperfectly | four hundred human beings, not one was i ¢ 1 ; 41 SEN hat he. | but conquer our preju ice jnto 2 

3 RODE our two able seamen La i g : | v x 8%) : ~ 'Wisdom for the purpose of preserving |of personal dignity was so.great, that he OE ins sehitiL 

in Mr re an on board their own | known coast was at first from the south, | alive. ~The corpses remained in that RUT p Pas arehed five miles without once turning | more serious than our {rien I rm 

life and increasing; happiness. 

seems in all cases to precede the mutila- 
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