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No. 22 

CAN KNOWLEDGE EXPAND WITHOUT TRUTH? 

A recent editorial suggested that our universities are 
not encouraging the process of original thought. The au- 
thor pointed out that free thought is being sacrificed at the 
expense of specialization, and that this in itself is detri- 

mental to the expansion of knowledge. 
Thiz argument, I consider, is commendable inl the fact 

that in itself it makes a student think, but I, personally feel 

the solution offered falls short of a few fundamental princi- 
ples which should also be considered. 

It is not the over consideration of rules and formulae 
that impedes the process of original thought, but rather a 
restless drive for consummation of wisdom before the es- 
sentials for clear understanding have been mastered. The 
function of universities is, primarliy, to prepare a man or 
woman to fill a useful place among his fellow men. A. four 

or five year course at muiversity can do no more than pre- 
pare the studenic for greater work. This fact alone must 
be accepted if one considers the great fields of knowledge 
now at our disposal. Never in history of human knowledge 
hag such an accumulation of facts and theories confronted 
the vnlearned. Ta my mind it ‘would be a serious error if 

we were to'consider ourselves prepared for original thought: 
before our apprenticeship at university was completed. 
Every clear thinking individual must agree that modern 

discoveries in science are only & new combnation of existing 
facts and ideas, a new arrangement of the <ultural ele- 

ments that have heel learned at university or otherwise 

handed down to us. Tf these fundamental ideas are not 
learned before we set ont to syuthesize original thought, 

then many painstaking mistakes and disappointments will 
inevitably confront us. How would it be'possible for an ar- 

tist to mold a beautiful form if he did not supplement Lis 

natural appreciation of beauty with a sound knowledge of 
all that has been accomplished in creative art for the past 
five hundred years. Tt is not superior brain power that 
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gives modern man such an abundant versatility, but rather 

the fact that he has more lkools inl the form of ideas to work 

with than his ancestors. 
Biological evolution is a process whereby certain prop 

erties advantageous to a species have developed and are 

perpetuated to every member of the species by a process 

‘that we call heredity. Similarily so, our evclution of 
knowladge, or accumulated experience, is passed on frem 

generation to generation. This is dome ir two ways. Onur 

first imypoessions of behavior and knowledge are derived 

from a common association, with our families. The other, 

the more complex aspect, is derived from our ackools and 

iniversities. Tt is with the latter that we are now so deep- 

ly concerned. How gmail and insignificant is the portion of 

learning that we receive, and how short too is the time that 

we avail ourselves 'to receive it. This is perhaps the very 

root of the problem of specialization. Our univarsities are 

faced with a problem that grows more difficult ag the years 

g0 by—as the accumulation of knowledge grows more in 

diversity and meaning it becomes necessary to break down 

this huge mass of knowledge into portions that can be ab- 

sorbed by the individual. Centuries ago this was not a 

problem. Students then could coast serenely throngh their 

college years nibbling at this and that coithd tree of know- 

Jedge and were assured of a pretty good sharyg of the whole 

tree. Today it takes us five years at university to nibble 

the fruit on one branch of this tree, so greatly does know- 

ledge expand and differentiate as mankind progresses. 

We have finally arrived at a peiat where students 

must share one partieniar line of study Today we must 

master the essenliial collected facts that a multitude of in- 
(Continued on Page Seven). 
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