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STUDENT GOVERNMENT.

Last Friday night the & R. C. held its term budget
meeting. 1n that mgeting it was decided how to spend al-
most $14,000 0f the student’s money. \That means that
‘everyw;ﬁﬁient on the campus had $7 of his money spent for
him thai night. Cutside of the executive there were only
12 student counicil members left at tie end of the meeting
16 vote on the controversial Flying Club budget. The Sopho-
‘more clags had no representative wha'tsoever beyond Ralph
Hay, who is secretary of the 8. R. C., nor did the A. A. A.
thave its representative there.

The council is made up of four rvepresentatives from
each class plus one representative for every 50 students
over 200 in each class. Approximately 20 student repre-
sentatives should have been there for such an important
meeting. There is no excuse for this poor representation.
The Sophomore clags is to be condemned directly for lack
of interest in the student’g council. Last year it was only
the Arts students in this class that showed much interest
in studeut government or class activities, It was a member
of this ¢lass, not an Artsman, that seemed to express the
typical feeling of bis class when he told me this summer
ihat he was not interested in student government because
“hig clags was run by the Arts students.

What faulty reasoning! That student is to blame as
wall as the other members of his class if the sophomores’
money is not spent the way they want it spent. We give
crvedit to the Arcts students for at least trying last year.

Too many people from all classes and groups have said
that a minority is running the campus and that student gov-
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man. Every person on the campus has an opinien that he
can express by veting for or against his repreesntative in
his class executive or on the student council. If he does
not vote, or if he does not attend student couneil meetings
and express his opinions he has no right whatever te eriti-
cize the efforts that other students, move sincere and more
determined, put forth in student government or in any siu-
dent activity.

As citizens of Canada, we all ought to have sense
enough te wamt good governinent at Ottawa. As students
at U. N. B., we ought to realize the value of our own 8ys-
tem of government, Belittle the S. R. C. if you will; how
can we expect notential leaders in our provincial and fed-
eral governmerts to Go a geed job there if they carnot
make a good job of student goverament here? Most of the
students on the 8. B. C. are really trying te do just that.
If they are not, why do they spend so many precious hours
every week dealing with the often ieundene problems of
the student body? It might-be an honor to represent a class
on the $. R. C. but it requires a lot of back-boue to work at
it in spite of lack of interest on the part of the stmdents,
and in gpite of unreccessary fault finding by people who

would not ottempt the job thenuselves.

However, a few &. R. C. members cannot do everything
themselves. All the class representatives must be present
at meetings and take a part. Beyond this, every student

guestion.
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DEBATING
by
Ed Fanjoy.

It is impossible to overestimatc
the value ~of debating. Leading
thinkers in the field of education
have always encouraged debate as
one of the most valuable means of
training to meet the problems of life.
The stndent who puts his best ef-
forts into debate- gets much in re-
tumm, He learns to use the library.
He leamns to be thorough and ac-
curate. He learns to analyze; to dis-
tinguish between the vital and the
unimportant. e learns the need to
prove his statements with valid evi-
dence and sound reasoning. Debating
gives training in every major require-
ment of leadership.

Of course the degree in which
these benefits are realized depends
on the individuval but in good debat
ing they are inherent beyond ques-
tion. The proportion of college de-
baters who win outstanding success
in life is much greater than of col-
lege graduates in general. A recent
estimate shows that the percentage
in Who’s Who in America is five
times as great as the percentage of
college graduates without debating
training who are listed in the publi-
cation.

Besides the training given by de-
bate, the activity has a more imme-
diate appeal. It is a battle of wits
with worthy opponerts; a fight for
intellectual supremacy in which vic-
tory rests with the debater who has
used his head and expressed his
thoughts the better.

Debating and - public speaking are
ciosely linked to the proper function-
ing of our democratic state. Our rep-
resentatives in parliament, on dis-
cussing the merits of some proposed
law, are engaging in debate. When-
ever action is proposed it is debated
and how can. one better learn to
transfer his theughts to others than
by debate?

The science of debating has in the
past been held in the highest esteem
in the United States and Great Brit-
nin. The results of this can be seen
in the high standards of discussior in
the legisiative bodies of both coun-
tries, Most of the outstanding men
in the U, S. Congress and the British
House of Conimons were debaters in
their younger days. The same trend
is seen in Canada though to a lesser
degree,

What does this activity offer to
the student in engincering, for
example? It is well known that out-
standing success in technical fields i¢
difficult to achieve by technical
means only. It is in-the additional
factors of administration and public
relatichs that we have the difference
between a job and a good job. It is
always desirable and ir many cases
absolutely necessary. for a man to be
able to get on hLis feet aud express
himself clearly and accurately to his
fellow humans.

At U. N. B. one of the oldest sa-
cieties on the campus, the Debating
Society, is seeing a resurgence of
life. The value of its aims is beyond
Debates are held every
week and every member has the op-
portunity to debate and compete for

ghould even be worried about his local system of govern-
ment and do semething about it besides griping. Robinson
has started the year well by cutting down the long and bor-
ing budget meeting to a more interesting anid briefer per-
sod. All that he and the 8. R, C. need for a good year i3
more student participation and a great dJdeal more co-
operation.

the teams. Just drop into the rext
imeeting of the society and see just
|what you too can get from this
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