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B = C:E

The title of this editorial may appear rather odd at
first but in this simple equation lies one of the most poig-
nant truths that mankind has never learned

The equation is formulated in a new book by William
Vogt called “Roac To Survival”. Mr Vogt appears to be
a very perceptive man. He is familiar with most of the ideas
of the age, including those ideas concerning causes for the
rise and fall of civilizations. His book is not another work
on the same theme but it is quite likely that it is a large
part of tfhat theme. Mr. Vogt is concerned with the future
of man from an ecological viewpoint.

The “B” in the equation, using Vogt’s _terminology,
means biotic potential. The “C” refers to carrying cap-
acity while the “E” refers to environment and more par-
ticularly to environmental dislocations or disturbances.
All these terms, of course, pertain to man and his relation
to the earth, or, in other words, ecology. On the whole,
the book could be branded as preacling ecological deter-
minism and it is this tendency which could he subjected
to the most effective criticism. The most important aspects
of the boek, hewever, deal with more immediate problems
8¢ that ‘the criticism can be dismissed for the time being
in thd face of tragic facts.

The earth in general and agricultural land in particu-
lar have certain l'tmitations with regard to productivity
that man has failed tc recognize. As a result, man has tak-
en two steps backward for every one he thought he was tak-
ing Yorward. This has beeu especially true in the last cen-
tury; a century in which “progress” 'has heen taken for
granted. The building of the railroads through the west
is a case in point. With the railroads came “progress” but
also the plow. -Millions of acres of grassland were plowed
under. The wind and rain were now able to do their skiMi-
ed task of erosion. The end effect was the creation of the
Dust bowl. This tvpe of agricultural practice has been car-
ried on all over the United States so that in a comparative-
ly few decades the amonnt of top-soil in that conntry has
been reduced by one third. This means that ‘the standard
of living must be lowerad just at a time of increasing pop-
ulation.

Vogt’s equation lends itself to a practical situation in
this example. Man, not understanding the relationship
between' the soil and himself, has upset the fundamantal
equation of natura law, He changed his environiment [the
plowing) so mueh that its earrying ecapacity over a com-

(Continved on Page Seven).
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In view of the fact that UNB is
famous for its ¥orestry school and
since the Canadian Society of Forest
Engineers has just completed its agn-
ual convention (held in Fredericion
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views on any subject. Opinions expressed
and do not necessarily represent Brunswickan policy. Any opposing
views will be printed in this space and not as letters to the Editor,

y student wishing te express his
are thos= of the writer

Politics On The |
Campus

There is some feeling on the cam-

pus that oclitical clubs and party|
politics shonld have no place in|
campus activities. This sentiment |
has been voiced not caly by reaction-

this year), it migat be timely to puta
few thoughts concerning forestry into
words,

conservation measures are tl\k(’n.
Canada’s forests will disappear in 50
yvears. [t was also pointed out that
last year one half of our supply of
American dollars came from the sale
of forest products. The Canadian
shortage of American dollars is well
known to all. One wonders if the
shortage may not become more acute
with the passage of the years.

The Hon. Mr. Gill, our Resourses
Minister, told the members of the
Society that theirs’ was a “grave re-
sponsibility”. He said nothing of his
responsibility, or ot his department’s.
to the people of this province for
conservation of its forests. One is
therefore entitled to ask: what real
steps are being taken to conserve our
forest wealth?

According to my information, our
chief forest ememies are man, fires
and insects. To date, governments’
chief efforts have been to control
the activities to the latter two. I be-
lieve that our forestry students do
receive some traifing in fire control
and 5 very few specialize in insect
control. But what abotit the rav-
ages of man? I understand that by
far the ‘majority of Foreahy grad-
uates become employed by pnvate
firms engaged in exploiting our for-
est wealth; that they are not employ-
ed by these firms in conservationist,
advisory caacity but to bring their
technical training to bear to bring
about greater e...ciency in the ex-
traction of wealth and therefore a
greater profit to the employer. Need-
less to say, they are bettgr paid for
this work than are those employed
by governments interested in con-
servation.

We have then the strange anomaly
jof a gevernment institution training
men to help ravage resources belong-
ing to the people; resourcAs placed in
the hands of the government to be
looked after in the best interests of
all.

Qur president Dr. Trueman, speak-
ing to the aforementioned conven-
tion, remarked very aptly that the
University had ne problems in turning
out technicians but did have a prob-
lem in training for citizenship. He
fuither said that the great danger

I think

are not

not see the woods for trees.
:tlmt one of these days we
going to be able to see the woods -
for the lack of trees.

! A. LAYMAN

The president of the CFSE had |intense interest in federal and pro-
said quite bluntly tha! unless definite |

. . - 1
was in turning out peopie’ who could

aries who maintain that progressiveI
politics have no place in any scheme:
but by some students who have anm
vncial partids. The latter group
waintains, that. since the older stu-
dents will be leaving the university
within the next two years, to estab-
lish political clubs on the campus
now would be to trouble the S. R. C.
with an additional club, that in two |

than a paper constitution.

All well l

and good; they might be right.

However, in taking such a stand,
they are neglecting the, sigmificant
function of aspelitical club, A poli-
tical club should not be a meeting of
political converts to perfect the tech-
nique of out-witting theic opponents,
but rather, a centre of activity where
party philosophies and platforms are
examined, and research on Canadian
problems carried on. Surely the cam-
pus is the logical place for such stu-
dent activity. 1

The probability that such clubs
wili die out on a campus populated
by younger students in no way dis-
tracts from their immediate value.
Indeed, the significant function of a
political club is to increase political
consciousness, and by an uninhibited
' radiation of ideas to stimulate further
investigation. If clubs were estab-

| lished on the campus, younger stu-

dents would be exposed to party
poltics while they are at university,
and party value would develop simul-
taecously with social and aesthetic
vajues. Then, perhaps, educators
and professional peonle would select
their candidates for govermment in
the same spirit as they select their
books and instruments: Party alle-

years wouid consist of nothing more | giance would become a decision of a

(Continued on Page 8)
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this Saturday Night.

Don’t forget! CFNB takes you to Maple Leaf Gardens for Hockey
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