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Money Matters . . . .

Budgets are a nasty invention., People will argue that they are in-
estimably useful, which may be so, but it seems that the first person
who betook himself to live within one was particularly unresourceful.
And now, we have come to the sorry state wherein, due to the strin-
gencies of our competitive society and the demands of dollar and sense
thinking, a budget has become not only a corrective for spendthrifts,
but a social necessity.

Had you been to the meeting of the Students' Representative Coun-
cil last Wednesday evening all these things would have become only
oo clear to you. There were gathered a group of persons, ordinarily
of the most unassuming dispositions, who haggled and bickered much
in the manner of the Wall Street Bull in the corner grocery, bent on
balancing two long, itemized lists of confusing figures. The assertion,
of course, is not that the Council members are unresourceful, wanton
spenders, nor given to social affectation.

However, it appears that that the tenour of the discussion at many
times during the meeting, and the appearance of trends in thoughts ex-
pressed could be examined from a stand-off point with considerable en-
lightenment for both Council and student body resulting.

It appears that the most consistent criticism leveiled at the meet-
ing, was aimed at those organizations or commitments with an “extra-
campus"” aroma So that the concensus of opinion tended toward
sacrificing our Canadian university position to such more immediate
problems as free cigarettes for all athletes, provided that all would
take advantage of the offer. Perhaps the benefits of Dominion-wide
status, as expressed in our membership in NFCUS, as an example, are

less direct, and therefore less obvious than those of three packages of |

cigarettes per day per athlete. But even the heat of a budget meeting
shouldn’'t make an isolationist or provincial attitude seem the wisest.

The Council has not yet made the decision to revamp the program
of activities which it finances so as to bring those in line with smaller

enrolment. It would appear imprudent to sacrifice our representation |

on a national scale to the financing of three major fall sports, and yet
that step seemed imminent. The hike in the levy was, of course, par-
tially corrective. However, predictions on money dispensing in the
spring term are solicited.
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