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NFCUS HERE 
NFCUS is a controversial topic that has been discussed in Students’ 

Representative Council Meetings at UNB since its inception. .The 
SRC meeting of last Wednesday, October 5th, was no exception. The 

topic, as usual, was whether or not to join again, and what is to be 
gained by membership in NFCUS. The council voted, as always, to 
stay in the NFCUS but the question of why is still unanswered. 

One argument for NFCUS membership was its program of inter- 

national representation of the Canadian student. From the published 

reports it would appear that this avenue of effort is receiving ade- 
quate attention. We are members of COSEC through NFCUS and have 

been represented abroad at every important student conference for 
several years, This is all very well but, the actual benefits to the 

(Canadian student from this great expenditure of time, money and 
effort has been notably absent in concrete terms. If we admit it, 
concrete results are the criteria by which the Canadian student 

measures success or worth. Accordingly the NFCUS international 

program is a waste in the eyes of the majority of its members. 

The NFCUS natinal policy is the one in which the most interest 
is placed, at least here at UNB, but the one into which the least 

thought and effort appear to be directed. UNB joined NFCUS and 
gave it life on the campus for 1954-1955 if the local committee would 
concentrate on the local scene. This was done, and sales tax relief 

on text books is light proof of it. .The sentiments cf the previcus 

year were expressed last Wednesday. Canada, in many respects, is 
still international within its borders and it would pay the NFCUS to 
concentrate on the National in its name before the international. 
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NFCUS THERE 
This year will be a critical year in the history of the National 

Federation of Canadian University Students. ..McGill and Montreal, 
two of Canada's largest universities, have already withdrawn from the 
organization and show no great desire to return. ..Other universities 
are also considering pulling out of NFCUS, and on this campus a 
motion to put NFCUS in the deep freeze for five years lost out by 
a narrow 10-7 margin in the SAC. 

Why is the existence of NFCUS being so roundly criticized in so 
many quarters? .The reasons are not hard to find. ' 

®@ NFCUS is expensive. This year it will cost Toronto students 
$5,000 to belong — 50c a person. This sum has to be taken from the 
already hard-pressed budgets of other campus activities. 

© The NFCUS national office is ridiculously inefficient. ..For in- 
stance! this last spring the NFCUS Travel Service, run from the 

Ottawa headquarters, allowed non-students to purchase travel tickets. 
The agencies involved had sold the tickets to the NFCUS Travel Ser- 
vice at a special discount on the strict understanding that the tickets 
would only be resold to students. ..As a result of this improper hand- 
ling, the travel agencies cancelled the NFCUS tours at the last 
moment, and many students who had booked through NFCUS were 
left stranded, with no possibilities of making other arangements at 
such a late date. 

The NFCUS national office has also mishandled the all-Canadian 
tudent Art competition. As well as not putting the paintings on 

tour as they were supposed to be, they do not even know at last re- 
port what city the paintings are now lost in. 

FREDERICTON, N.B. 

And last March the National Office sent The Varsity not one but 
urgent” bulletins, in which we were informed who the Na- 

nal President of NFCUS for 1954-19556 was — a fact we and every 
interested student had known since last October. 

And yet 909, of NFCUS’s total budget is spent on administration. 

® Any worth-while recent achievements that NFCUS has occom- 
ied were working through local NFCUS committees on individual 

npi. Last year the Toronto Scholarships NFCUS Committees did 
excellent job — without much aid from the NFCUS national office. 

e of these student committees need such an expensive and un- 
NFCUS structure in order to carry on their activities. 
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® Most of the significant achievements that NFCUS boasts about 
were done years ago — and an organization cannot live today on 

yesterday's work. 

® National Conventions — like the one coming up at Edmonton 
next week -— are to a large extent a waste of time and money. ..Be- 
cause of insufficient preparation and a surplus of speeches, little is 
accomplished at such gatherings — although they are the only time 
when decisive action can be planned. The lack of planning can be 
illustrated by the fact that the agenda of the conference — to be 
held next week — was not available at last week's SAC meeting when 
Toronto's NFCUS stand was discussed. 

The above is a damning indictment of NFCUS. Yet the fact re- 
mains that NFCUS does still possess vast potentialities for service to 
Canadian university students — possibilities which have never been 
explored. The fault of NFCUS up to now has lain in the surfeit of 
pompous speeches and irresponsible plans- which have afflicted past 
NFCUS conferences, There has been too little attention paid to 
the efficiency of the Natinal Headquarters. And many possibilities of 
initiating activities which can be of real service to Canadian students 
have been overlooked. 

What is the use of a national federation? What can it accomplish? 
On the international sceue NFCUS could—and should—take upon 

itself the task of representing the Canadian student abroad. And it 
should do more than send an endless series of delegates to an endless 
series of international conferences. Much more could be done by 
way of direct contact with national students’ unions in France, Great 
Britain, and the United States. 

On the national field, NFCUS should make itself heard as the 
voice of Canadian university students. ..Efforts to achieve a National 
Scholarship plan should be continued, with more versatility being 
shown. ..Many provincial governments have never even been seriously 
approached, and the possibilities of aid from private individuals have 
never been explored. 

Other projects might be: 

—a national student newspaper. 

—national student discount service. 

—mnational cultural contests — such as art, music and short-story. 

—a program to gain relief for students from UIC and income tax. 

On some of these, NFCUS has already begun to work. Yet much 
of the value of what has been attempted has been lost in poor 
organization. 

As well as realizing its own potentialities, NFCUS—and the Canad- 
ian students who are its members — must also realize its limitations 
and weaknesses. Many of its projects — such as a music competition 
— interest only a small proportion of its students. ..And many more 
of its projects — such as the National Scholarship plan — depend 
for their success on the action of outside bodies over which NFCUS 
can have little influence. 

NFCUS is now in an unfortunate position. Having in the past 
promised so much, and having accomplished so ittle, NFCUS must 
this year succeed in implementing an effective and realistic program 
or it is doomed, as the defection of any more universities will make 
The “National” Federation a farce. 

NFCUS must succeed in implementing a scholarship plan or a na- 
tional student discount plan, which will provide real benefits this year 
to Canadian students. .Or it must succeed in obtaining relief for 
students from income tax or UIC. .And NFCUS must re-organize its 
head office if whatever achievements that it does succeed in making 
are not to be lost in faulty organization. 

The Toronto delegation to this year's conference should make every 
effort to see that a realistic program to serve the interests of 
Canadian students is adopted at the convention. ..And unless they see 
that such a program is adopted, they have no excuse for allowing 
Toronto to continue in NFCUS. 

From — Toronto Varsity 

UNIVERSITY 
of 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

Courses Leading to B.A., B.Sc, B.Ed., B.C.L. 
B. Admin,; Graduate courses for 
Master's Degrees and Ph.D. in 

Organic ‘Chemistry 

@ arts ‘9 law 

® science ® forestry 

® education 

@® business administration 

Pre-Medical and Pre-Dentistry Courses 

® engineering 

for information write the Registrar, 
Fredericton, N.B. 

MILD 

BURLEY 

TOBACCO 

at its 

best... 

For Your Complete 
Photographic Needs 

PORTRAITS — PICTURE FRAMING 

SNAPSHOT FINISHING — COPYING and ENLARGING 

CAMERAS and ACCESSORIES 

See 

THE HARVEY STUDIOS 
FREDERICTON, N.B. 

Phone 6461 = Queen Street 

Send a 

Subscription 

Home?’ 

{mm cn (cm mn {cm (mm {cn cm mn { cm cm {se {mn cm. ve {mn {mC cm {sme {mn {mn me. ms. { sm (mn {mn {me me {ms { mG” 

Every Occasion Warrants j 

The Best . . . . 

Jradise Restmnsanty 
SAINT JOHN FREDERICTON 

Sn) wn wc) wan sn nw) ne wn 0) ) me) | wc) en) wy vc vn) wn | ¥ 

«mn
 

§ m
n 

{ m
e 

{ m
n 

{ 
me
 {
m
n
 
mn
 { 
mn
 {me

 
( « 

MARITIME — 

— ENGINEERING 

— LIMITED 

Established 1889 

FLEMING’S 
OF COURSE 

DIAL 8661 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS HATTERS 

PAINTERS - BUILDERS and 

608 Queen St. :-: Fredericton HABERDASHERS 

RADIOS — TELEVISION SALES AND SERVICE 
LAMPS — Electrical Appliances of all kinds — ELECTRIC WIRING 

GREENE’S "icc 
Cor. Carleton and King Dial 4449 

ROSS-DRUG-UNITED | 
402 Queen St. Phone 4451 

LJ 

IMPERIAL 

RESTAURANT 
602 Queen St. Phone 3142 

Fine Food 361 Regent St. Phone 4311 

(lourteous Service 

@ 

PRESCRIPTIQNS Phone 7381 ot 73 Carleton St. 

FOR A QUICK LUNCH 

VISIT OUR LUNCHEONETTE FOUNTAIN 

KENNETH STAPLES DRUG COMPANY 

i
=


