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RELIGION AND THE COLLEGE

This article is the result of a questionnaire which
was presented to several of the religious leaders of Fred-
ericton, representing various denominations. The question-
naire was prepared and the contributions edited by Neil
Mulvaney and Ken Grant. We hope that the results will be
of interest to U.N.B. students, concerning whom much of
the opinion is centred. We would like to thank the follow-
ing who contributed to the article: Rev. T. J. Watson of
Saint Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Monsgr. Boyd of the
Roman Catholic Church, Rabbi Spiro of the Jewish Orth-
odox Church, Rev. A. H. Moore of the United Church, Rev.
B. C. Cochrane of the Reformed Baptist Church and Dean
Gray of the Anglican Church.
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What Congregational effects different youth”. One of the re- ‘community of spirit’ difficult.” life is su sed to enlarge stu- -
bas the presence of University ligious leaders said that college Monsgr. Boyd stated that the dent’s thol:g;lt.” He stress%d ?ltx‘:at g)}:-?srig :gszbg,}::rgm}:aznr;iggoﬁfd
students in Fredericton upon students, especially in the early problems for the Catholic stu- what purports to be ‘objective year students together for a so-
your Church? years at college, are too readily dent would be much greater than history’ must really be objective. cial evening for community of
Here. an enlarged congrega- carried away by the impact of for example at St. Joseph’s. Dr. Rev. Moore said “I believe that spirit. We are concerned that
| X ,1 balane of gitls and new _and strange opinions, un- Watson expressed the views of colleges make for greater under- something should be done in this
tion, a ClOSET { : t%: hoi familiar systems of thought that some of the religious leaders standing of other religions if respect. Perhaps by a representa-
boys, and assistance 111\14 e choir geem antagonistic to or vastly when he said that “materialistic there is some objective study of tive or a “Church committée of
were all mentioned. Most relig- different from the familiar teach- teaching offered at the University religion given.” He seemed to the 'Student Body” with interests
ious leaders felt that the attend- ing of their Church and home. It level tends to undermine the ‘old express the opinions of most in the church life of the city, we
ance at public worship of college yas also suggested that this atti- faith’ in which the students were when he said that “perhaps, of the local churches could learn
§tudents was stimulating to him, {ude is sometimes facilitated by reared: this seems to be a phase rather, we should say college life more of the needs and desires of
n the sense that a certain part of teachers who pronounce on re- through which most students makes for a less indifferent ac- the students and. could help to
his preachx{lg is an answer to the jigion without perhaps having any pass, but time and experience, in ceptance of other faiths, for un- formulate our week-day pro-
Shallenge t?lfinl:ihe presence og special qualifications for doing so. the over-ruling and understand- less one’s faith is the vigorous grams, and our Sunday services,
young, b nz‘%_ hmen an ing Providence of a Sovereign and practical kind, there will be so that we would meet more ef-
women see thg ef:i}gmtet‘;m:’l‘l‘t on God, usually take care of it.” indifference rather than tolera- ficiently the student’s spiritual
?{UCSUZ“SM at dis f“I dt'm'ld. Do you feel that College stu-  Dr. Watson also expressed tion, which latter sees the good needs. I am sure my church
ev. A. ] oorehwrote. H ‘f}" - dents of your faith are patroniz- concern about the “so-called and fine in other faiths. Tolera- would welcome such a repre-
ually it is perhaps more © €C- jng your Church as they should ‘social drinking’ or the amount of tion presupposes in the individual sentative or group of representa-
:;Z)ilg r‘r;e}';xsiucr;d ::)l}::rtgt;:n gﬁnsll&téz be? it” which might cause students a strong basis for his own be- tives.”
ons “to ‘play the fool and err exceed- liefs”. All seemed to concur in
with interested students who are In one case the use of the nely’ fgr 1 ‘hile. But here again the opinion that “tolerance must « Rr‘;’,‘; C‘fﬁ?rigﬁes‘ég%iﬁff }?;i“t
_seekn_xg' answers to their problems word “‘patronize” was o_bjected to time and the experience of a never be taken for approval.” irEx:his Ir)lsl atter thrm% b its Studen!:
in religion. Then too, the shadow here. On this question, only few ‘mornings after’, the sorting Council, or some o%her medium
of a university, with hundreds of Monsgr. Boyd observed that at- oyt of friends, some wholesale " by strongly encouraging all ot
§tpglents, places a direct respons- tendance at his church was quite ;dvice from University officials, Do you feel that college stu- dZnts tog Zttend' theg 8 ity of
ibility upon the local church and adequate, but he said that al- and a bit of shame in their own dents of today are more religious their choice From that point
pastor, to make the worsl:up as’ padance at Newrﬂan Cles shoul_d souls, bring them back to the than students of ten year ago, Or more intimat.e association might
helpful.and”as sound doctrinally, be much higher. Every Catholic . oderation of true Presbyterian- of twenty years ago? Do you feel be encouraged throu‘gh personal
as possible. student should be a member of jsm” Some of the leaders, in ans- that the situation Is ilmproving? interest by the minister invitation
° Newman Club. Although the (er to this question, expressed f 14 to home fellowship b " seople of
other religious leaders did say “the intra-mural  There was mixed opinion on s fellowship By PEOP
b e concern over ‘“the intra ; A the church, friendship contacts
What effect is your Church that not a Sl.lfflC‘lent number sports on Sunday that seem to this question, but .pe'rhaps R etwesn students and youth of
having on the lives of the College come to worship, it was gener- have the taeit approval of the stronger mnote of optimism than e churc;;;’ ;

students with whom it comes in ally felt that the ratio did not yjpiversity.” of pessimism. Rev. Moore said _ 5
contact? differ greatly from other church that “ten to twenty years ago Dean Gray said that “by stu-
members, “some of whom are L students more generally came dents realizing that religion is
_ Perhaps the TII)‘.OSt representa- quite faithful, in their attendance gt problems do you feel from family backgrounds which a religion of a Cross and that the
E};'e grlllswcrlz;o ts 8“°snolri’ bobrdd | (‘Zhurch, others are ‘Christmas  g,a¢ College presents in respect VET° less strenuous and mOre Cross must enter into their whole
wish we knew”. One religious .. ‘Baster Christians’ while some ¢, snterfaith marriages? professedly Christian”. HOWeVer, o0k Sacrificial service is one
leader suggested that from the do not attend church at all”. Rev. ; — he felt that scientific studies outlook. Sacrificial service 18 ¢
rumber attending, the effect of Moore said “there are approxim-  Most of the religious leaders brought students into contact way in which they could im-
the university numerically Was ately three hundred United felt that University life, by bring- with the deeper implications of Prove their relations with the
not great. However, they were Church members at UN.B. We ing students into very close con- religion. The student comes to Church.” In answer to this ques-
ynanimous 1n CXpressing the get a mere handful in Young tact with members of other faiths consider religion as part of the tjon Rabbi Spiro stated that he
“hope that it provides a steadying people’s Union, and a larger in a ‘democratic’ atmosphere, normal and necessary growth of o014 be extremely interested to
influence on young people whose number, though still a small tended to break down old re- personality. Rev. Cochrane felt (.o what the gmdgm themselves
way of life is suddenly and dras- group attending Sabbath wor- straints and prejudices and make that students today are more in- ﬁﬂght suggest& poigge 2 subjclct, of

tically ?ha’l’lg‘;d by attendance as ship”. inter-faith marriages more com- terested in religion than were stu- jo,5roving relations between the
university.” It was also state mon. Almost all, felt that this dents of ten or twenty years ago. . . i faith H .
that: “the friendly contacts made i ¢ d thing. One said “I H Dr. Wat tated that student and his faith. He SUggest
x was not a good thing. ©ne SZ1 owever, Dr. Watson stated that o4 ¢hat the question be posed to a

at Church Services and at other . se th blems of inter- “from the religious int of View ; 1 t
’ e oblems does Supposc the pro rom g po 5 i 4
congregational functions may Comtlisfge;ge n[:r“l’)a R fai‘:}? e arriages are the same o students are much the same in Cross se\(;;lon «jf th.(, st;dcmh bOfly.
help to tide students, especially ¢ vour faith? every area — domestic discord, every generation. I have been , Dr. h atlsim;‘ clmtd that I8 5‘:"
first year students, over loneli- misunderstanding and maladjust- asked the same questions on doc- cn‘ts should feel free }o come to
ness and homesickness, a feeling Here, Rabbi Spiro pointed out ent in family life.” Another trine Yat 1 thought were smart a clergyman, or other "ychgmu‘s
most young people have who are that “to an observant OrthodoX seemed to express the opinion of when I asked them about thirty leader in the cht;:fh, wu(}w I‘:\.cu
away from home for the first member of the Hebrew faith one the group when he said that “a years ago.” He said that “if there pmblcms,f ARQL “l: g‘c;]o th ing
time.” of the problems may arise When home is usually the better for a is any change at all for the better, would be for our Ci“l“ t - P‘“’f’
» an examination has been sched- common reverence.” it is perhaps that many students an organization solely or CTew
uled for the Sabbath or a Holy today do mot consider religion.a byterian students (such as the
In what way do you feel that Day. Since writing in any form ® for ridicul d th il Canterbury Club for Anglicans,
college 'students are spiritually | Y forbi nggrer o8 R icule, and they Will o4 tne Newman Club for Roman
is strictly forbidden on these days, g feel that Coll make discuss it more freely with min- ‘
lacking? i i you ted AN : Catholics) where they can meet
these students are placeG 10 a0 gpdents more tolerant of other isters than students of former . .. thei bl th
Most were agreed that uni- unenviable position. Except religions? years.” Fo 1sclussd eir pml elmstns the'y
versity students did not have a where human life is in jeopardy ’ * are rchatc hp%l;lCU ar yldob eir
sufficiently wide knowledge of the there is mo special dispensation. Dean Gray gave a “No” ans- own church. ‘erg could be ?c-
wer to this question. However, How do you think that rela- casional inter-club meeting, IoOr

Bible. Rev. Cochran wrote that A Rabbi cannot advise a student 810 1 -
“a gpiri i b “He must quote the general consensus here was , a joint social hour, discussion of
a spiritual lack with many stu- in the above case q £ tions between your Church and common problems; such contacts

dents is a vital, personal, Chris- the law; there is only ‘one inter- that “college life inclines to make ¢he College students could be v
i i im- jon.” o this students more tolerant of relig- j ? are helpful, for among other
tian experience born out of im- pretation. In answer t 8 S £- jmproved? things, they help to save us from

licit faith in Christ as the Son cuestion Rev. Moore said that ions other than .their own. The : o b
gf (t}od and Saviour o;h\mcn;’ “{‘at UN.B. lack of a chapel, and common ground of college cias- Monsgr. Boyd again stressed that smug holier-than-thou’ atti-

i d lack social functions, athletics, the need for Catholic students tude that has almost made the
However Rev, Moore expressed regu Jax chapel services, & i this being members of Newman Club. word ‘religion’ stink in the nos-

i " i f official religious em hasis, and so on tend to develop : maige ¢
?zwewut:&c&mﬂfw rgl‘;zui: (a)long with the scga‘gtered res‘i)dence tolerance”. Monsgr. Boyd ans- Rev. Moore sal_d that “this is _tbc trils 'qf decent, thoughtfu] and
foith i otherwise seemingly in- life throughout the city, makes wered that “Tt should. College $64.000 question. Our United enquiring students™




