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RELIGION AND THE COLLEGE 
This article is the result of a questionnaire which 

was presented to several of the religious leaders of Fred- 

ericton, representing various denominations. The question- 

naire was prepared and the contributions edited by Neil 

Mulvaney and Ken Grant. We hope that the results will be 

of interest to U.N.B. students, concerning whom much of 

the opinion is centred. We would like to thank the follow- 

ing who contributed to the article: Rev. T. J. Watson of 

Saint Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Monsgr. Boyd of the
 

Roman Catholic Church, Rabbi Spiro of the Jewish Orth- 

odox Church, Rev. A. H. Moore of the United Church, Rev. 

B. C. Cochrane of the Reformed Baptist Church and Dean 

Gray of the Anglican Church. 
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What Congregational effects different youth”. One of t
he re- ‘community of spirit’ difficult.” life is supposed to enlarge 

a AR x 
: stu- Church P de ef- 

has the presence of University ligious leaders said that college Monsgr. Boyd stated that the dent’s thought.” He ht that f
ie od Be cen 

students in Fredericton upon students, especially in the early problems for the Catholic stu- what purports to be ‘objective year students together for a so- 

your Church? years at college, are too readily dent would be 
much greater than history’ must really be objecti i : re 

- : i 3 ry y jective. cial evening for community of 

Here. an enlarged congrega- carried away by the impact of for example at St. Joseph's. Dr. Rev. Moore said “I believe
 that spirit. We are concerned that 

I en balance of girls and new and strange OPINIONS, un- Watson expressed the views oi colleges make for greater under- somethin
g should be done in this 

) . : d familiar systems of thought that some of the religious leaders standin f oth ligi i : : 

boys. and assistance in the choir 
Pave : Sig g of other religions if respect. Perhaps by a representa- 

Ys, 1 tioned. Most reli seem antagonistic to or vastly when he said that “materialistic t
here is some objective study of tive, or a “Church committee of 

were all mentioned. st relig- Jifferent from the familiar teach- teaching 
offered at the University religion given.” He d ; dv” with i 

ious leaders felt that the attend- 
; : 

’ g given. e seemed to the Student Body” with interests 

bi hin of coll ing of their Church and home. It level tends to undermine the ‘old express the opinions of most in the church life of the city, we 

co at public bei Ip O hin was also sugg
ested that this atti- faith’ in which the students were when he said that “perhaps, of the local churches could learn 

students was stimu ating to him, yde is sometimes facilitated by reared: this seems to be a phase rather, we should 11 i i 

the sense that a certain part of 
: B ) should say college life more of the needs

 and desires of 

ih si 5 i $e teachers who pronounce
 on re- through which most students makes for a less indifferent ac- the students, and, could help to 

op : 0% oS rcaos | of ligion without perhaps having any pass, but time and experience, in ceptance of ot
her faiths, for un- formulate our week-day pro- 

shoot g thinkin P he ae special qualifications for doing so. the over-ruling and understand- less one’s faith is the vigorous grams, and our Sunday servi
ces, 

a gs in A bie sat ing Providence of a Sovereign and practical kind, there will be
 so that we would meet more ef- 

= er os i diith py 
God, usually take care of it.” indifference rather than tolera- ficiently the student's spiritual 

si NX oo! wrote: STadivi da. Do you feel that College stu- Dr. Watson also expressed tion, which latter sees the good needs. I am sure my church 

iy iti h wrote. SHC: dents of your faith are patroniz- 
concern _about the “so-called and fine in other faiths. Tolera- would welcome such a repre- 

i: { 0 Pe ri th ie. & EE ing your Church as they should ‘social drinking’ or the amount of tion presupposes in the individual sentative or group of representa 

tan y ey : d iin be? 
it" which might cause students a strong basis for his own be- tives.” 

with interested students who are 
In: one case the use of the 20 play bugil and apr sxeoed-

, fiche. All pesmed to concur in Rev. Cochrane suggested that 

: : \ ; ingly’ for a while. But here again the opinion that “tolerance must « 

seeking answers to their problems word “patronize” was ob ected to 
: 

perhaps the college could help 

seeking p B : 0) time and the experience of a never be taken for approval.” in this matter through its Student 

in religion. Then too, the shadow her
e. On this question, only few ‘mornings after’, the sorting 

in this matter through its Studen 

of a university, with hundreds of Monsgr
. Boyd observed that at- out of friends, some sohalacils ® Cae: Ee some other Cot rer 

students, places a direct respons-
 tendance at his church was qu

ite ;dvice from University officials, Do you feel that college stu- O
E ror te hs oh i 

ibility upon the local church and a
dequate, but he said that al- and a bit of shame in their own

 dents of today are more re dons 
toi choice, From that point 

pastor, to make the worship as tendance
 at Newman Club should goyjs, bring them back to the than students of fen ligio choice. ou C 

belnful and as sound doctrinally, be much higher. “Eve Catholic : year ago, or more intimate association might 

as possible 4 i Shien: onl be a ries of 
GEE oN of true Prosiyteian- of, twenty, years ago? Do you feel be 

encouraged through personal 

Ne n Club.” Although the ism”. Some of the leaders, in ans 
that the situation Is improving? interest by the minister, invitation 

WHEL. he wer to this question, expressed : 14 to home fellowship by people of 

other religious leaders did say concern over “the intra-mural There was mixed opinion On 4, cliisyoh Enrich sors 

What effect is your Church that not a sufficient number ¢oorts on Sunday that seem to this question, but perhaps a oc. cra dadity 2 F vonthy of 

having on the lives of the College cO
M® to worship, it was gener- pave the tacit approval of the stronger note of optimism than grid m . 

students with who
m it comes in ally felt that the ratio did not University.” 

of pessimism. Rev. Moore said . £3 5 

contact? 
differ greatly from other churc

h 
that “ten to twenty years ago Dean Gray said that “by stu- 

members, “some of whom are Li students more generally came dents realizing that religion is 

ti Perhaps We i representa- quite faithful, in their attendance who problems do you feel from family backgrounds which a religion of a Cross and that the 

ive, answer, fo this question Wes a¢ Chinrch, otuels 112 ‘Christmas g,a¢ Col fs in respect SIS. lead “sirentious and more Cross must enter into their whole 

“I wish we knew”. One religious op ¢ : tians’ whi at College presents In ea TOSS MUS 1 

< or ‘Baster Christiars while some ¢4 interfaith marriages
? professedly Christian However,  11o0k. Sacrificial service is one 

leader suggested that from the go not attend church at all”. Rev. 
; he felt that scientific studies GR : 

number attending, the effect of Mo
ore said “there are approxim- Most of the religious leaders brought students into contact way in which they could im- 

the university numerically Was ately three hundred United felt that University life, by bring- wi
th the deeper implications of Prove their relations with the 

not great. However, they were Church members at 
U.N.B. We ing students into very

 close con- religion. The student comes to Church.” In answer to this que
s- 

UDAIINOUS In expressing the get a mere handful in Young tact with members of other faith
s consider religion as part of the tjon Rabbi Spiro stated that he 

“hope that it provides a steady
ing People’s Union, and a larger in a ‘democratic’ atmosphere, normal and nece

ssary growth of would be e
xtremely intereste Ao 

influence on young people whose numbe
r, though still a small tended to break down old re- personality. Rev. Cochrane felt (oo what the students Fright (hes 

way of life is suddenly and dras- group 
attending Sabbath wor- straints and prejudices and make that st

udents today are more in- okt suggest
 on this subject, of 

geally chapgex by i 8 ship”. inter-faith marriages more com- terested in rel
igion than were stu- moroving relations betwee

n the 

jversity.” It was also state mon. Almost all, felt that this dents of ten or twenty years ago. 
i faith H . 

that: “the friendly contacts made 
- ot a good thing. One said “I Howeve Dr. Watson stated that student and his fai

th. He ix cng 

was not a gi &: fy 7: ed that the question be posed to a 

at Church Services and at other 
i lems does suppose the roblems of inter- “from the religious point of 

view, : fc 

congregational functions may Gilles te joke ny a member fa: is 
are the same in students are much ilies” sitae in STORIE of J gop body. 

help to tide students, especially of vouy faith? 
every area — domestic discord, every generation. 1 have been Dr. eR i that the stu 

first year students, over loneli- 5 misunderstanding and maladj
ust- asked the same questio

ns on doc- dents should feel free to come to 

ness and homesickness, a feelin
g Here, Rabbi Spiro pointed out 

ent in family life.” Another trine Yat 1 thought were smart a clergyman
, or other religious 

most young people have who a
re that “to an observant Orth

odox seemed to express the opi
nion of when I asked them about thirty Jo

h in Co ig hive nd 

away from home for the first member of the Hebrew faith one
 the group when he caid that “a yea

rs ago.” He said that “if there Rd b
e hs wi oh rags i 

time.” of the problems may arise when pom
e is usually the better for a is any change at all for the better, Ss x 

» an examination has been sched- 
.ommon ree 

it (7 i that many students 20 
orgnnlEaton solely eo ca: 

In what way do you feel that ule
d for the Sabbath or a Holy 

5 today do not consider religion a h
ae stu “ol lr 8 He 

college students are spiritually Day. Since writing In any form 
matter for ridicule, and they will e

ry Neer man Club for R primed 

lacking? is strictly forbidden on these days, pq you feel that Colleges make discuss it more freely with min- Catholics) where they can meet 

these students are placed In a0 gpdents more tolerant 
of other isters than students of former atholics) where They es 

Most were agreed that uni- unenviable position. 
Except Sry 

» 
to discuss their problems as 

they 

hy 
religions: 

IRey- 
are related particularly to their 

® own church. There could be o
c- 

versity students did not have a w
here human life is in jeopardy 

casional inter-club meeting, for 

sufficiently wide knowledge o
f the there is no special dispensation. 

Dean Gray gave a “No” an
s- 

Bible. Rev. Cochran wro
te that A Rabbi cannot 

advise a student wer to this question. However, How do you think that 
rela. Casio me : 

in the above case. He must q
uote the general consensus here Was

 ions between your Churc
h and 2 joint social hour, d

iscussion of 

dents is a vital, personal, Chris- 
the law; there is only ‘one 

inter- that “college life incli
nes to make he College students could be Cra gr hich 

GH 

tian experience born out of
 im- pretation.” In answer to this students more tolerant of 

relig- jmproved? 
ot gi u 8 <3 among : er 

plicit faith in Christ as the 
Son guestion Rev. Moore 

said that ions other than .their own. 
The ) things, they elp to save us from 

of God and Saviour of men.” “at U.N.B. lack of a chapel,
 and common, ground of co

llege clas- Monsgr. Boyd again stressed that smug holier-than-thou atti- 

However Rev. Moore expressed 
regular chapel services, and lack 

ses, social functions, athletics, the need for Catholic students tude that has irs a
ie the 

the view that “sometimes there
 is of official religious emphasis, and so on tend to

 develop this being member
s of Newman Club. word religion stin td e nos- 

ad undercurrent of religious a
long with the scattered resid

ence tolerance”. Monsgr. Boyd ans- Rev. Moore said that 
“this is the trils © gost thoug ul and 

faith in otherwise seemingly i
n- life throughout the city, makes wered that “It should. College $64,000 question. Our United enquiring students”. 

“a spiritual lack with many stu- 


