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“Fresh” . . . “Vigorous”. . . 

“Enthusiastic” . . . “Spirited” . . . 

“Imaginative” . . . “Creative” . . . 

“Dynamic” ! ! ! 
These words are a fair samp- 

ling of the adjectival bouquets 

tossed at the Journeymen since 

the trios auspicious bow at New 

York's Folk City a short while 

ago. 
The boys had hardly weighed 

in when Capitol Records’ East 

Coast scouts signed them to an 

exclusive recording contract. 

Their initial release, “River 

Come Down” backed with “500 

Miles”, won immediate acclaim, 

and their first album, “Introduc- 

ing the Journeymen”, climbed 

high on the sales charts. 

In rapid succession came cOn- 

certs and television appearances 

in the U.S. and Canada, a tour 

of the nations colleges and, best 

of all, a solid engagement at San 

Francisco’s hungry i, launching 

pad for a procession of the en- 

tertainment world’s newest and 

brightest names. 
There was good reason for all 
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the excitement. The Journeymen 

perform a unique kind of chem- 

istry upon a song. With the im- 

pact of a tattered photograph, 

they recreate the image of an age 

long gone. Their folk singing is 

almost mystically redolent of the 

smoke, sweat and tears of spent 

wars and unremembered loves. 

As they sing of a Civil War battle- 

field or Wild Western showdown, 

the listener's apt to spot in them 

a galvanic resemblance to all the 

stalwart young men who ever 

lived and hoped and perished into 

dust for some half-forgotten 

cause. 

And though the Journeymen 

have registered sensationally in 

the folk field, they're equally 

adept at pop ballads, blues and 

modern jazz. Unlike contempor- 

aries who have succeeded on ex- 

uberance alone, the Journeymen 

possess sound vocal equipment. 

Their voices together or, more tO 

the point, in solo, are pleasing, 

melodious and virile. 

The three—John Phillips, 

Richard Weissman and Scott Mc- 

Kenzie—met at a New York re- 

cording session, where Phillips 

and McKenzie were singing as 

members of a vocal group. One 

of the musicians on the date was 

Weissman. The trio’s mutual re- 

gard for folk music became an 

bond and, over coffee, immediate 

a collaboration. 

_ Phillips, acknowledged leader 

of the Journeymen, had been an 

all-state basketball and track star 

at the University of Virginia and 

George Washington U. He re- 

ceived a Presidential appoint 

ment to Annapolis, but injuries 

sustained in an intramural game 

forced him to drop out during 

his second year. It was then he 
to music, 

and particularly the native Am- 

erican folk tunes he'd loved as a 

child in Alexandria, Va. Johns 

and arrangements 

compromise much of the cele- 

brated material in the Journey- 

gave himself up wholly 

own songs 

men’s repertoire. 
Dick Weissman represents the 

academic and historical approach 

to folk themes. He's won re- 

spect/as a musicologist with his 

extensive compilations of pre- 

Civil War tunes. In addition to 

being one of the busiest perform- 

ing musicians in New York, Dick 

conducted seminars in banjo and 

guitar at the N.Y. School of Folk 

Music, and he’s a published au- 

thority on blues and guitar styles. 

A native of Philadelphia, he stud- 

ied at that city’s Conservatory 

of Music, Vermont's Goddard 

College and Columbia U. 

Also an accomplished musician 

and, like Phillips, a native of 

Virginia, is Scott McKenzie. The 

wanderer and comic spirit of the 

group, Scott once seemed to 

collect Be Mn Fav vy ey The Journeymen aren't the 
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gagements that included the Dick Journeymen’s performance in 

Clark Bandstand Show. He's re- Devon High School, Dave andl 

garded as one of the best tenors |. will appear in the Gym to 

in the business. sing a number of their popular 

The Journeymen’s discoverer SODES. Featured performers in 

is Frank Werber, manager of the past Red 'n’ Blacks they ate al- 

famous Kingston Trio. a a a as their music is so 

suited to the campus way of life. 

Werber says, “The Journey- Also oan wl be 

men are so good, I thought every- {J N.B.’s own Aitken Trio, Grant 

body should have a chance to MacKenzie, Mac Jones and Trav 

hear them. You know, folk mu- Buskard. Always popular for 

sic was a specialized field before their folk songs, this threesome 

the Kingston Trio came along, has been delighting local au- 

but the Kingstons' brand new diences for several years now, in 

style awakened a growing inter- Red 'n’ Black, and during past 

est overnight in millians of Carnivals. y 

people, Now there's a tremend- Gord McAllister will provide 

ous public demand for really the dance music for the evening 

good singers who can do justice and Stu Jacobson will be fea- 

to this kind of material. tured on the drums. 

“The Journeymen sing in the As if this were not enough, 

same idiom as the Kingston Trio, during the evening, the Journey- 

but they've also developed a men will be making another ap- 

fresh, new sound of their own. pearance — that’s at the gym on 

“Take my tip. They're on their Friday night following the bas- 

way to a marvelous future.” ketball game. 

DAVE WILSON 

AND STILL MORE 


