
4 brunswickan february 24, 1966 

The 

Mother Complex 

There is a book written by Philip Wylie called A GENER- 
ATION OF VIPERS that we have just finished reading. In it, 

he has a chapter devoted to “Moms” and their control over the 
world. The excerpt is quite thought provoking and led us to 
think of our own little Fredericton complex. : 

The housing shortage here and the resulting power that the 

Fredericton landlord has over his boarders has given rise to a 

situation quite peculiar to this city — the ‘MOTHER AWAY 

FROM HOME". 

The landlord in Fredericton has an unreasonable amount of 
power in his hands. If he says jump, the student boarder has 
to comply or be forced into the street. The landlord has no 
competition — either the student does what he says or else! 

It is here that the MOTHERS take over. Presumably frus- 

rated by their mundane existences, the landlords relish in their 

power over the student. The unhealthy atmosphere that the 

student is subjected to at the University must be combated by 

the landlord MOTHER, To defend this power complex, the 

landlord will be heard to say that this is the Student's home 

away from home and she is bound to protect the impressionable 

child’s moral character and soul. 

The backbone of the MOTHER'S hold on the student is the 

fact that the landlord knows the student has almost no other 

choice of living accommodations. 

We then run into the incongruous situation where a twenty- 

five (substitute any age) year-old student is browbeated into 

living by a landlord's warped standards under threat of expul- 

sion. 

The SRC has set up a housing committee under Mr. John 
Trevors to look imto, among other things, co-op housing and 

married students’ quarters. We feel this is a step in the right 

direction. 

One of the immediate results of such programs would be 
a freeing of the student from his MOTHER downtown. : 

With a good University housing system, the landiord would 
be forced to compete for student boarders and the rent-paying 
student will have another choice than a snowbank if he can- 
not live under a MOTHER'S guidance. 

IBruanswvwic kan 

Well, it's my turn to turn out a masthead this week, and i 
am supposed to think of something witty. Unfortunately 1 just 
spent a couple of hours watching an SRC meeti: 
my wits end. Meanwhile, I would like to fill 
stories of murder, rape, and shooting watermelons out of the air 
with a rifle purchased by mail from somewhere in V. . So 
1 guess I'll stop. 
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Loosebolt, Features 

Ross, Also Limb ss. Also rans: 
Bob, John Olivoil, Helmut Bistro, Madelaine ) 

evitable others such as the crazy (Toni Leuristen, Donna 

Holland, Jeanny T. C. Pugh, and their es, whose names we 

do not yet know, because ey sneak away when we 
show up. 

And for an encore, may I search my mind for 

who have helped us . . . did 

oy rl J ih eg’ t everyone Ron J © ly 

Mbr os, I wi type UP the whole Student Directory. 

Jean; , Jennifer J.; Adams, Nelson; (no, I got 

him No, I guess 1 didn't.) Adekoya Olugbenga (whew); 

and if I have space next week, I'll continue. 

-- 

LJ 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

viewed the “Flounder’s Day 
dinner” appeared delighted 
with the results of their ef- 
forts. President Mackay also 
viewed the procedings with 
amusement, 
The way has now been 

intellectual vacuum in which 
they now exist. Some day 
people might actually compete 
for the chance to live in resi- 
dence. Gaudeaumus igitur. 
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