by Clarissa Hurley

"Feminism s
ideology and not a
biological condition”

In recent months, events
such as the T-shirt affair at
Ludlow Hall and the
continuing controversy
surrounding employment
equity at this campus have
brought the millenia-old
feminist struggle to the
forefront of peoples’ minds.
During the past year, I have
spoken with many people
about the alarming antifeminist
backlash that appears to be
sweeping Canadian
universities. While I have
been encouraged by the few
who have expressed their
outrage and identified these
events as part of a large
continuum of societal violence
and oppression, I have been
equally distressed by the many
whose response has been to
deny the gravity of misogynist
actions and to treat them as
aberrant rather than
symptomatic.

One argument ever de rigueur
among the anti-feminist set
which I find particularly
disturbing is that "feminists
don't speak for all women."
Apropos of the T-shirt affair,
for example, I frequently hear
things like: "Well, Jeez, ya
know, women bought the
shirts too." This is usually
delivered in a tone of smug
triumph, as though the speaker
genuinely believes that such a
platitude can eradicate the
validity and obliterate the
achievements of the entire
feminist movement in one fell
swoop. most distressing is
that this attitude manifests
itself in women as often as it
does in men.

The twisted logic behind this
statement seems to be that a
misogynist action is somehow
excusable when it is perpetrated
by a woman. This peculiar
view ignores or fails to
understand that feminism is an
ideology and not a biological
condition. Just as some
women purchased the infamous
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t-shirts, many men - offended
and upset by the slogans - did
not. Any sexist, racist, or
homophobic action is just that
- whether it is perpetrated by
men, women, children, dogs,
cats, or teddy-bears.

Beyond the warped
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emancipation from the equally
unnatural role of oppressor.
(her, of course, I speak mainly
of white, middle-class,
heterosexual men.) The
phenomenon of women
antifeminists is much more
complex.
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No one is born a feminist in
a patriarchal world and anyone
who has experienced a feminist
awakening knows the horrible
feeling of responsibility that
accompanies the recognition
that she or he cannot
selectively condemn a few
overt examples of sexism and
ignore the often more insidious
subtle ones. It soon becomes
painfully evident that the
struggle against misogyny is a
daily one that urges us to
confront not only countless
manifestations of women-
hating but also all of the
things we as women do to

perpetuate this system. This is

The Enigma of Female Misogyny

a painful and frightening
process which I am sure many
women either unconsciously
avoid or deliberately refuse to
endure. In no way do I censure
women who find this
responsibility too great to
accept and who choose to
remain fetishized by men and
isolated from other women.
What ever individual women do
to survive in a male-dominated
world is not for me to judge.
What saddens me enormously
is that these women do not see
the rewards and comforts as
well as the drawbacks to
feminism. A close (feminist)
friend of mine said to me
recently "It's so exhausting to
be this angry all the time."
This is true and it is this
draining emotional investment
that many women fear.
Perhaps what they do not
realize is that our sense of
unity and faith in our ideology
does mitigate the frequent
frustrations.  While the
feminist can take comfort in
the hope that perhaps her
children will not have to be as
angry as she is, and in the
knowledge that she is actively
resisting her oppression, the
antifeminist woman will
someday awaken to the
terrifying realization that "...
all the ideals that motivated her
to deny herself [are] indelibly
stained with blood that she
[will] have to acknowledge, at
last, as her own." (Dworkin,
17.)

WOULD YOU LIKE TO WRITE YOUR OWN PAYCHEQUE??

Are you ready to be your own boss? Ready to

put your entrepreneurial spirit to the test

and move into a career where you make the
difference? You can find out more about this
opportunity by attending one of our seminars

on "Women in the Market Place" on Monday,

April 9th, from 12:30 - 1:30 and 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
#203 in the Student Union Building.

in Ste.

Refreshments to follow.

Please call the number below for a resarvation:

458-8074

k‘ The Mutual Group

mm

De
hel

by Derek D

The rhetoric
fast last we
Debating Unio
step towards
itself as an inf
on the Atle

circuit.

Hostec

On Saturd
hosted the fir:
tournament :
turnout was
level of debat:
according to .
tournament dir

If yor
a car
Surp
indu
the |
offer
imag
unds
loss |

spec
you!



