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The Great Auk, Labrador Duck, Passenger
Pigeon and Sea Mink once found in New
Brunswick and elsewhere are now EXTINCT.

In 1974 New Brunswick passed legislation
recognizing a species of animal or plant as

"endangered" if it is threatened with extinction

because of the qut.rucuon of its habitat,
disease, over-exploitation, predation and the
use of chemicals. At the present time six
species are declared endangered under-the
Endangered Species Act.

Eastern Cougar
Canada Lynx
Bald Eagle
Osprey
Peregrine Falcon

ACOSEWIC considers information from the most reliable.
sources and assigns status in one of the following categories.
EXTINCT: Any indigenous species of fauna or flora formerly in-
digenous to Canada no longer knpwn to exist elsewhere.
CXTIRPATED: Any indlgenous species of fauna or flora no
longer known to exist in the wild in Canada but existing
elsewhere.

ENDANGERED: Any indigenous species of fauna or flora that .
is threatened with imminent extirpation or extinction throughout
all or a significant portion of its Canadian range owing to human
action.

THREATENED: Any indigenous species of fauna or flora that
is likely to become endangered in Canada if the factors affec-
ting its vulnerability do not become reversed.
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By Paul Griss

Executive Director

Canadian Nature Federation '

(Taken from an Encangered Species Newsletter, Recovery) '

In 1976, The Canadian Nature Federation and World
Wildlife Fund (Canada) co-sponsored a conference on endangered
species. The conference called for a committee to review the status
of Canadian species thought to be in danger. As a result the,
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(COSEWIC) was set up in 1978.

Eleven years later, COSEWIC classifies 183 species as
vulnerable threatemed or endangered. The committece has yet to

extend its ecfforts to invertebrate so the true number of ecligible

species is' much higher. :‘Bver so, the list-continues <10 -grow- .~ a-salg
that would be even--greater if sufficient fupding was available to
produce status reperts om all species of comcern.

- Being on the COSEWIC list does not guarantee protection.
Only a few provinces have endangered species acts, nor is there one
at federal level. COSEWIC's mandate is simply to classify. It has
no autherity to draft recovery plans or co-ordinate recovery cfforts.
That is left to governments, non-governmental organizations and
private citizens, working- collectively or independently. This tends
to be a reactive process that is influenced by the urgency eof the
species' plight, the opportunity available and the interests of
different agencies or individuals. Any species fortunate enough to
attract a vocal advocate is more likely to get attentien.

" Given the public empathy for endangered species, onc mright
rightly question why a more concerted effort is mot being “made to
protect and restore such wildlife in Canada. Perhaps the primary
reasen is the emphasis of wildlife agencies which, particularly at
the provincial level, have traditionally focused on the management
of species of commercial er recreatiomal value to humans. Less
attention or none at all has been given ‘to non-game species.

Only a few eof the thousands of Canadian wildlife species
directly benefit from this approach. Yet most wildlife agencies
spend only a small percentage of their budgets on non-game
programs. More alarmingly, reptiles, plants and invertebrates are
cither implicitly or explicitly outside the mandate of most current
widlife management programs.

Fortunately there are a few signs of progress, albeit slow.
Last year, the Recovery of Nationally Endangered Wildlife (RENEW)
program was approved by wildlife ministers. This program is
designed to co-ordinate the recovery cfforts of government
departments, NGO's and others. While RENEW is wclcome - long

Here is a complete list of endangemed species in Canada as debermmed by The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC)A
. June 1989

MAMMALS BIRDS

FISH PLANTS

Dawson Caribou Sea Mink Great Auk Passenger Pigeon
Labrador Duck

Atlantic Grey Whale  Black-footed Ferret s
Atlantic Walrus Swift Fox
St. Lawrence
Population

ENDANGERED Bowhead Whale Sea Otter Eskimo Curlew Piping Plover

.Ir‘ntrm( ougar Ungava Bay Beluga Greater Praine Spotted Owl
BEastern Wolverine Whale Chicken Whooping Crane
Right Whale Vancouver Island Kirtland's Warbler
St. Lawrence River Marmot Mountain Plover

Beluga Whale Peregrine Falcon
subspecies anatum

Avens Hoary Mountain Mint Skinner’s Agalinis

Purbish's Lousewort

Acadian Whitefish Salish Sucker Cucumber Tree Gattinger’s- Agalinis.  Pink Coreopsis ¢ Small White Lady’s
Aurora Trout Eastern Mountain® Heart-leaved Plantain  Pink Milkwort ;KEQ“
Sn Nhorled

_ Eastern Prickly Pear  Large Whorled Slender Bush Clover Pogonia
Cactus Fogonia Southern Maidenhair &teed Wintérgreen
Fern Water-pennjwort

THREATENED Eastmain Beluga North Pacific *Baird’s Sparrow Loggerhead Shrike
Whale Humpback Whale | Burrowing Owl ll’ ne Falcon -

Caribou Praine 1 ong. Henslow’s Sparmow Rnscate Tern
Newfoundland Pine tailed Weasel

Marten Wood Bison

Maritime Woodland ~ Peary Caribou Ferruginous Hawk species tundrius

Enos Lake Stickleback Shorthead Sculpin Athabasca Thrift Ginseng Nodding Pogonia Sweet Pep)
Great Lakes Deep- Shortjaw Cisco Blue Ash Golden Crest Pitcher’s Thistle Tyrrell's \
water Sculpin Shortnose Cisco . i

Black Redhorse Lake Simcoe American Chestriut  Bluehearts Kentucky Coffee* Plymouth Gentian
Blackfin Cisco Whitefish American Water- Colicroot Tree *Purple Twayblade
Copper Redhorse *Margined Madtom willow Giant Helleborine Mosquito Fern Re¢ ‘»’lulhem

VULNERABLE *Sowerby’s Beaked *Western Wolverine

Whale

Black-tailed Northwest Atlantic Barn Owl Least Bittern

Prairie Dog, Humpback Whale | Caspian Termn Peregrine Falcon
Blue Whale Pallid Bat Cooper’s Hawk Jes pealei
Eastern Mol Plains Pocket Gopher | Eastern Bluebird l‘mmcmrbl(‘r

Fringed Myotis Islands Ermine Great Gray Owl Red-shouldered
Gaspé Shrew Spotted Bat Ipswich Sparrow Hawk
Grey Fox : Southern Flying fvory (.ulf Ross’s Gull
Keen's Long: eared Squirrel King Rail Trumpeter Swan
Bat Western Woodland
Caribou

*Banded Killifish *Blackline Prickleback *Gulf of
Newfoundland *Fourhom Sculpin -~} St. Lawrence Aster
Population *Least Darter -

*Benng Wolffish *Orangespotted Sunfish

*Bigmouth Buffalo *Redbreasted Sunfish

*Black Buffalo *River Darter

Fin Whale Queen Charlotte Fammulated Owl Prothonotary Warbler

DELISTED White Pelican

Bigmouth Shiner Pugnose Minnow Dense Blazing Star Hill's Pondweed

Unarmoured Silver Shiner Orchid Aster

Stickleback Speckled Dace
Giant Stickleback Spotted Gar
Green Sturgeon Spotted Sucker
Kiyi Squanga Whatefish
Lake Lamprey Umatilla Dace

Bigmouth Buffalo Pacific Sardine Broad Beech-fem Green Dragon Hn}“ tree Shumard Oak
Inchan Plantain Soapweed
Blackstripe Pugnose Shiner Dwarf Hackberry Lilaeopsis Swamp Rose Mallow
Topminnow Redside Dace Few-flowered Macoun's Victorin's Gentan
Brindled Madtom River Redhorse Club-rush Meadow-foam Victorin's Water
Central Stoneroller Shortnose Sturgeon Prainie Rose Hemlock
Charlotte Silver Chub Prairie White-finged  Western Silver-leafed

DOWNLISTED Wood Bison

overdue, indeed - it suffers from a majer flaw.

Initially, the program will address only the birds and
terrestrial mammals that COSEWIC considers threatened or
endangered. This includes approximately 21(14%) of Canada listed
species. Many of these are already receiving attention, se the major
short-term effect of RENEW may be to simply rationalize present
efforts. There is a real danger that the majority of species will
continue to be given lower priority and that many could still be
ignored. Who will help?

The limited focus of RENEW is only part of the problem,
however.  Establishing and implementing a recovery plan can be a

lengthy and frustesting process. The piping plover, a small,
endangered shore-bird, is a case in poimt. The Canadian Nature
Federation began lobbying the Canadian Wildlife Service on behalf
of this species in the early 1980's. It was not until January 1987
that a draft recovery plan was released. The final recovery plan
will, we hope, be available in 1990.

Naturalists in Atlantic Canada felt unable to wait for the
final plan. The Natural History Society of PEI has done excellent
work with the PEI National Park to protect piping plover beaches.
They have, with the Atlantic Centre for the Environment, produced

and distributed educational posters; also a slide show on the

other reason, but is not a threatened species.

RARE: Any indigenous species of fauna or flora that, because
ofits biological characteristics, or because it occurs atthe fringe |
of its range, or for some other reasons exists in low numbers or
, in very restricted areas in Canada, and so is vulnerable, but is
not a threatened species.

DE-LISTED: A species previously designated by COSEWIC
whose national status is no longer vuinerable, threatened, en-
dangered or extirpated. Designated as threatened from
1976-1986, the White Pelican was de-listed by COSEWIC in 1987,
DOWNLISTED: A species previously designated by COSEWIC
whose national status moves from one category to a less- |
vulnerable category. Designated as endangered from 1977 jo ..
1987, the Wood Bison was downlisted by COSEWIC in 1988.

species has been prepared on videocassette. Other volunteer
organizations across the country are doing comparable work on
species of particular coacern to them, often in the absence of
recovery plans or formal gevernment support.

Although a tremendeus amount of velunteer efforts and
private money is devoted to saving species, the chances of finding
champions for all 183 of the COSEWIC listings are slim. None the
less, this commitment of resources by velunteers and their
organizations shows the censiderable public support for
endangered species. The imadequacy of the priorities and resources
given _this.- work by goven-cnu = igy: s comparisan; w-an
ellbtrnnmut
Treov Cleéafly, “the” prietities “of “wildlife nranagement in ‘Canada’ must
evolve to reflect present realities. The increasing threats to our
wildlife and the cwrrent focus of public epinion demand this. The
over-riding priority of wildlife management should be to prevent
the endangerment of aM wildlife species. This requires a much
broader approach tham is mew the case, but it wil be far more
effective tham reacting species by species. Meantime, recovery
plans must be implemented for all species on the COSEWIC list.

At present, there is protective legislation in only a few
proevinces, recovery plans are few and cmdangered species work
reccives insufficient government attention or funding. The
situation will only be exacerbated by the growing number of
species in trouble. Without more emphasis on wildlife management,
it is difficult to be optimistic about the fate of those species
currently en the COSEWIC list and those to be added-im the coming
ycars. :
Many countries are fighting a rearguard actien i@ protect what
little remains of their wildlife populations. Canada 48 net yet in
that situation, and it is human nature to wait fer. 3 erisis before
taking preventive measures. In the case of wlljlife, that is
frequently far too late.

Before Canada faces a crisis situation, we have an opportunity to ~
learn from the problems faced by other countrics. By taking a
preventive approach to the issue of endangercd species, we may be
able to avoid walking the same path. Endangercd species are a
symptom of a greater problem and, as your doctor will tell you, an -
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of curc.




