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“the twist”’... |
an ex-narc recalls

The “narcs” are the villains of the drug
cult and are generally despised with
such intensity that few people stop to
consider that they too, me a story.
They do-ox at least some do, and
sometimes the path which leads them
into their unlikely trade can be 2s
thorny as that of the drug-users

they convict.

In the subculture (or superculture)of drugs and

hippies no_character is more despised, feared and less

understood than the omnipresent “narc”’ or narcotics

agent.

The narc is by definition a shifty person. His job is to .

listen and deceive, to befriend and betray; to move N ag{eed to their demand of 50 arrests with the  On February 22 | flew to San Diego to be sentenced for

incognito among _users of illegal drugs, compiling stipulation that I would not testify myself but rather — my offence. 1 was given five vears probation and it was

information ‘on_ their activities to hand over to the would introduce agents to sellers so they could gather  recorded that 1 would have to spend the first year in the

police. At best it is a thankless job and it attracts a their own evidence. They accepted it. They told me that  San Diego County Jail. I never served it. 1t was designed
1 had complete immunity from prosecution for  to explain my whereabouts for the benefit of the press

unique breed. & : _ ] )
But not all nares are attracted to the job or take it by possession of any illegal drug while under their  and people who suspected that 1 worked for the police.

choice. More than a few —— usually part-time informers jurisdiction. They told me 1 could not carry a gun but ] I 'was released by the court and moved to Newport
__ end up~in the role as a result of subtle coercion did anyway. They knew it and overlooked it. Beach where along with a friend | engaged in managing a

applied by the very people whose job is to fight I moved mainly among Mexicans and Negroes and  bar and restaurant. Before leaving San Diego | asked my
coercion, the law enforcement agents themselves. dealt mainly with narcotics and marijauna. Most of the  probation officer if 1 could join my wife and child in

The coercion can take. forms ranging from.couched white people 1 mixed with were white collar people with  Washington under an interstate probation agreement. |
steady jobs. was informed that the procedure would take a few

blackmail threats on_family and friends to actual
physical beating. The most common, however;: and by T retumed to Palm Spri ’ months and while awaiting the decision I continued to
: - . Al i prings after the agreement and
{:}I'r“’;zle; u;g;::s;',lf;srctz ':;;’;e ( ﬂlfs S?fng ‘enﬂ"sd twist”) was released from prison on $400 bail (it had been manO:geat:::g‘r]ets;aur:l(;l;i:\adtell)arbne month later | returned
rvduceé) sentences i hzg o fo teh' e iou T reduced since the deal from the original figure of 44 my room ixr)xpNew ort yBe:ach to find a man who
th ini T or their co-operation in  §3800). In California the cops F'f everything and the idcnti)fl“led himself as agt te narcotics officer. He wanted
3 Zm(ling' ),nore bt ke-i ; judges just go along with them. | returned to my job as a to know how | was doina an:iawhct(her I :f/oxiid help him
P : nd e r.lecessanly. R of lgave-lt offer.‘ waiter and dining room captain. My wife and child ;5,4 asked me to hel h'gl shed come light on the eF)’(lent
Y Pressures are oftimes "p%,;ed to the convicted person.  continued to live with me ... she knew what was going ¢ 4ry cuse e ﬁnml\l:\'t]c :
5)ressurqs that can make alternatives to co-operation  on_ 1 sometimes held conferences with the two agents in | digdn't comm(i‘tom scllll’ 'yl.ld Cext day 1 went to see
,ﬁefaef'ggfnlfnfggnhgfﬁw se?,:igcfheuzl:: ‘,t,?;u{‘well):;: my home and sometimes at motels where they Were - my probation officer );boutd the incidenyt He told me“l
g heard hearings lz“s"?’ P e v kendaihey booked. . was not in his department and that I had no obligation
heard private testimony on how the twist works, the After-1 finished each shift at work and on every day  to work for the agent. B-fore leaving San Diego this time
types of pressures applied and how it feels to be at the off 1 met or was picked up by the “front agent” (the guy | visited my mothet and found one of the agents 1 had
pointed end of the prodder. who actually went into places with me). The other guy,  been working for in Palm Springs there. He was cordial
the “back agent” usually stayed in a car in the area and  and friendly and asked me to come for a ride and a talk.

al financial Ted Shaw, a young St Joﬁn’s resident whose former
rather unsophisticatedi 'ome is San )éwgé éaliﬁ, was bneksted for fselling could cont.af:t.us_by radio. Fin i 2 He said he was pleased with the work done in Palm
: marijauna in November, 1964, in Paim Springs. In the My activities included hanging around bars, gambling Springs and that he heard 1 was planning to leave the
tries it. Maybe four months between conviction and_sentencing he establishments and houses. The Palm Springs police were  state. He then said he needed my help to get a couple of
it happen before. worked as an informer for the Califo;nia Bureau .of informed of my activities by the BNE and were guys. | flatly refused, reiterating the statement of my
Narcotics Enforcement and during that period heIpéd instructed to co-operate and help. probation officer. He then replied, “Yg'u’ll never get out
: gather evidence for about SO convictions on various I had many conversations with the agents and ok the state if you take that attitude.” | went (0 Work
“should work  violations of the U.S. Narcotics Act. asked them why they were especially interested in f‘orlnt.hextn dd%f/l'l?l ut;\der the‘s?}nﬁ f)'frct"“?fta"°c§ whxa)h
uy. We intend to Shaw  briefly outlined his experience at the  getting the marijauna users. 1 was told by one of the ;‘:)ss‘c':&; o (; s;lcs\Zfr:;(;j‘i:j;\:JI:: itee; persons: fof
. (r‘;)mmtsswnf hearing Ias(; ’fatun;ay as Zain ;Ilusrmt;loz of  ‘agents that they are “more trusting and easizr to get{' | soon received written pcrm;.ssmn to leave.the state
e type of tactics used by police in dea ing with drug  and “I'm not interested in what people use drugs an X i ' :
s nS e St o iy e SN g S D,
inchr:dgne {'c;iloomg f(;cac':souar::dh;aislﬁf‘;;‘he;ss ";, eﬂz,;rzent;l;:; By the end of the third month we had acquired most leaving. | did and in the hallway I was approached by the
events ffom his arrest in the fall of 196 4 10 his departure of the cases —— about 35 for possession Of sale of  “‘back agent.’ who lifted me off the floor and repeatedly
from the state of California the following spri P marijauna, one for narcotics and one for a restricted  banged me against the wall, abusing me verbally at the
he Attorney General nE SPTng: drug (codeine ). same time. He accused me of “‘blowing their cases . . . "'/
at free enterprise is By TED SHAW At apout that dme one of the suspects came to me got away and left for Maryland and have had no contact
rs thi gy : and said in a friendly manner. “| believe you're working  with the BNE since.

la and we d(?n!: think binlhd“;;s) i‘ggzte;:‘ du::hiralgt‘i \?v‘l):hmgllz gv;r:rti)jzrunl g)nz for the heat (police). I think I know why and I don’t A lot of people really put me down for doing what 1
' to try to kil it. BNE agent lwasé 3 tgd  the felo blame you. But where do 1 stand?” 1 knew that this guy did but my only answer is that 1 would like to see how

j B aucted o8 Sus JE LY had been trapped into selling marijauna by the other  they would react in similar circumstances.

in igi it : ; who couldn’t get at the real pusher and I felt — Among tactics used or condoned by the agents during
;gfetgfx,:?o{,ﬁ_m”gﬂﬁdwh‘as fg::: (;ltlé thaé ";)1’1 wt;f: guilty about the frame. It was the first time 1 violated  the period were sex (female agentswould use sex 1o gel
street and my car confiscated. My wife agl()lechild had the confidence between the two agents and myself and | evidence on marijauna users), coercion in the form of
been left on z’he street. They (t.he Zarcotics agents) came did it because of my conscience. | told the guy 10 beatit  empounding property and chﬂd{en, physical violence.
to the jail, handcuffe& me and took me for a 90-mile for Mexico. £ threats, and bribes, and planting of drugs on the
ride into San Diego. During the ride they informed me In the remaining month before the arrests (all the property of persons suspected of using them.
they were thinkign. of brg' ing a conspiracy charge evidence gathered during the period of investigation was M.arked money Wwas not used but th‘ere was
ot Mt an% ddedmtﬁ tg'f i waPs arr:;ste d n% being saved for one big bustat the end) | was approached coqsnderable mn'sappropnatlop of taxpayers’ money
| child Wou){d be tu da to st tl thorities and if sh)é on a number of occasions by a young girl who asked me which was provided for buying the stuff. Much more
L were convicted s h‘?‘g" o da:eau d b d of the asked her to sell me ~ money Wwas actually given than was used by our
J onvicted my chil woul made 8 Ware:o narcotics. Later at a mee

to sell her narcotics. 1, in turn,
ting with the agendts llc;lliscovet;]ed ;)peration. tl)l saw tlhe l{noney used by the agents for
for i “ P L that she was also a twist. The agents had to her that iquor, gambling and othet entertainment.
andgloz?ied 5}1‘;{ 3&:;;1’ ﬁ:zn:” a’?}:eed ;?;1 tﬁgfﬁf&?&e she could not keep her kids on the grounds that she was My advice to anyone being offered a ‘deal by police if
® next four months they wanu':d 50y convictions of drug an unfit mother ... unless she co-operated. And for  they have been caught with drugs is don’t be threatened,
a Ia B users in exchange for a sentence of five years probation co-operating she would get to keep the kids as well as  don’t listen to threats, listen to your lawyers and, if
§ which meant I would not have to ’pe,); d“ tirr‘:c in jail. enough money to get out of the state. necessary, take the rap before co-operating.
They also offered me “complete f dom" if 1 would During the remaining time until 1 was sentenced on Aside Jrom the guilt feelings, the result of
maplete TR February 23, 1965, 1 all but ceased making new contacts co-operating is that the police have more confidence in

“l » . - . .
n any Smy (oL EAR et 2AER Savio, then leader of telline the agents that my co-operation Wwith them was  their use of such tactics and will encourage continuation
° of the twist. It has been estimated that 80 per cent of

sl the Free Speech Move i :
| Rl ¢ Free ment at Berkeley. 1 explained the ‘ and it was getting useless and
‘corpora‘ Lol (ifficulties which in my opinion they would face in kown in the afed AT 1 i marijauna convictions are obtained throrgh these

| had intended to fight the case but after I had spent
agents

trying to “get” Savio and expressed reluctance to try dangerous to continue. : : : : :
But I i 4o At that point they left Palm Springs to return to San  methods. To resist their threats is to deprive them of
ut T contentod 10 ielp dhiem co et evidence outside Diego. | re::ined btfl put my wife and child on a plane  their best means of making other arrests.

own home area. They were generally hostile and when _remal put | .

we stopped along theywa; tos:“ onz of them dared me to go live with relatives in Washington, D.C. I feared - %
to attempt an escape: “‘Just run Shaw . . . we don't have reprisals. | was threatened by phone and in person _RP::D. rom - use
to explain where our bullets go.” S during the last two weeks of my stay in Palm Springs. a thousie Gazette
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