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Better Learning Through Better Exams 

ERNE 

PR RIOR IC 

by ron thompson 
the carillon 

I want to call for an organized 

conscious campaign of cheating for 
the 

upcoming examinations. 

You see, I used to think that the 

examination system shouid be 

abolished. And a suitable protest 

would be that no one would write 

exams, And I did that, but they still 

tried to give me a degree. 

So I gave up on that type of 

protest. 

Now, I've sold out. All] want to do 

is to make the examination system 

better. 1 mean, you know the old 

schtick: If you can’t beat them et 

cetera. 
I sat down for two weeks all by 

myself in a closet with an armload
 of 

books and candles. 

And 1 thought and read and 

thought and read and I didn’t sleep 

another person to talk to, or at least 

listen to and learn from. 
Now as a psychology professor said 

to his class while they were writing his 

Xmas exam, “Don’t guess, because the 

exams is rigged and I'll find out and 

it'll cost you.” 
And that’s reasonable, because the 

exam is only supposed to measure 

what you've learned and guessing 

would be cheating. 
But if you're not going to cheat, 

there are only a few ways to get good 

marks. 
Sleep with the professor (cheating 

in more ways than one). 

Know ahead of time what's going 

to be on the exams (called cheating 

unless the professor hands it out in 

some form of protest) and even then it 

becomes a matter of how well you can 

write or something like that. 

Guessing what the professor wants 

examination is supposed to be 

measuring. 

It would be even better if you 

convinced the professor (or maybe a 

couple of others who know good 

things) to come into the discussion, 

and if you brought your books and if 

you sent people out to the library for 

more books, and if someone went for 

coffee and cigarettes or whatever 

makes you learn. 
And if it took too long, like maybe 

a week or two and you went home at 

night and thought and dreamt about it 

and maybe discussed it with your 

parents, that would be okay because 

the whole purpose is for what you 

write down in the end (or even in the 

meanwhile) to indicate what you've 

learned about the material under 

question. 

And in the end, all the answers 

would be right if they were the 

answers of everyone in the class 

including the teachers,
 sO that marks 

would be high. 

And high marks are the po
int of the 

thing are they not. I've se
en that. I've 

come back. 
Maybe they'd have to move the 

exams ahead a week or t
wo or maybe 

thirteen, but this seems to
 be perfectly 

good way to write exams. 

If we worked hard enough at 
it, it 

would be a good way to learn and 

everyone could teach everyon
e and be 

a teacher. 
And that would certainly imp

rove 

the faculty/student ratio, wou
ld make 

even the government love us and 

would make the budget rational.
 

And if everyone were a teacher, 

then the students could begin to set 

their own exams. And to give 

themselves enough time they sh
ould 

change » to hear (Cheating — see above). 
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