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Also 1 think when people 

talk about generation gaps and 

all that crap... (I think)... that 

there is such a gap now bet- 

ween say, first year university 

students and Grade 9 students. 

I would be willing to guar- 

antee that if an average, if we 

can use those terms for a min- 

ute, the average university stu- 

dent were to sit in on an aver 

age Gr, 9 cla.s today that it 

would just rip the top of his 

head right off. I'm sure he 

wouldn’t know what was going 

on. And I truly believe that. 

BRUNSWICKAN: People 

in Fredericton, probably people 

in official services in particular, 

are aware of the fact that
 you 

as a group have no formal 

training in Psychcology, for 

example, How do you react 

to that? 
LAWRENCE: | do, but no- 

body ever asks me those 
ques- 

tions. 

BRUNSWICKAN: The aware- 

ness of a lack of formal traini
ng 

is not just one of my own fix
a- 

tions, others are quite aware 
of 

it also. Perhaps people you t
ake 

to don’t broach’ the subject 

but... 

LAWRENCE: No | wouldn’t 

ask them what their educ
ation 

is, 1 mean they are assuming 

that..thev will judge us on 

how we handle situations and
 

so far we have been able to, 

there haven't been any Wwe 

haven’t been able to handle. I 

have a few degrees and so 
on 

but I just refuse to talk about 

it, because at the present it
 has 

nothing to do with it, except 

what’s in my head, my per
son- 

al experience and 1 think that 

it's probably the same for the
 

rest of our staff. They have all
 

had experience in this line of 

work. Th 
a pretty 
Among us we have a go 

lection of degrees. 

at’s what counts. Its children by society. Actually, 

well educated staff. you see they never see it as an 

od col- internal thing, with internal 

solutions. I'm not saying that 

LARMAN: Half degrees and people would stop taking the 

non-degrees and self made de- drugs but 
that it could be coped 

grees, 
OLIVER: About that pract- 

ical education thing. It may 
be 

“just living” as you said, I 
just 

feel that through my life’s ex- 

periences and | guess that Jim" 

with. 

I've gone and talked with 

various groups of people, par- 

ents, church groups, and they 

think of the drug problem as 

does too, that this gives me a s
omething outside their exist- 

certain amount of ability to ence, as something that creeps 

cope with problems that we in and snaps up their children 

may meet here. And I don’t and drags them out. Whereas 

know how much that is exactly, I don’t see it that way at all, 1 

but I think I can cope, and 

think Patti does too. | 

I just see it as something the 

think individual is going to encounter 

that no matter how much for- «and 
how he deals with it de- 

mal training you may take, you pends completely upon his fam- 

may be totally unprepared. Its 

kind of an obvious thing. 

BRUNSWICKAN: Perhaps 

in relation to drugs anyway. 

OLIVER: And in relation 

to psycology too, as you men
- 

tioned. Youcanstudy psycology
 

but still know nothing about 

how to talk to pecple. I don’t 

exactly how that works out but 

ily situation or the situation 

that he is living in at the time. 

And 1 explain that to them. 

That’s what I call family coun- 

selling. J 

Some families that doesn’t 

work in because the gap bet- 
ween the parents and kids is 

too great. We talk to the kids 

Ive found it often to be thecase (12, 13, 14) and try to make 

BRUNSWICKAN: This edu- 

cation thing could be important 

getting into things like family 

counselling which may or may 

not be related to drugs at all. 

LAWRENCE: Well yeah, 

hopefully we can because | 

think most families tend to see 

if a drug problem is encounter- 

ed in the family, I don’t care 

if its the popularized drugs or, 

an overdose Of aspirin. They 

sort of regard that problem 

them understand that their par- 

ents have a lot of views too, 

alot of their parents went 

through the depression and 

their fathers fought in the sec- 

ond world war with planes and 

bombs and things and its quite 

psychedalic, Certainly more 

psychedalic than grade 9 at 

Fredericton High School. 
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