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Council executives explain grant to Law students 
Editor's Note: The following is a 
statement issued by the Students 
Representative Council Executive 
as an explanation for its recent 
change in heart over the issue of 
granting funds to the Law Society. 

The past philosophy by the 

Student Representative Council at 
UNB has been to deal with the 
student body as a whole, as a body 
that all students should benefit 
from all undertakings. 
Due to recent difficulties that the 

student body has run into such as 
the loss of the use of McConnell 

Brooks raps tactics 

By BURT FOLKINS 

Most students at this time should 
be aware of the likelihood of a 
demonstration against the New 
Brunswick government concerning 
student aid. However if they do not, 
they are not alone -- apparently 
members of the government are in 
the same boat. 
Acting premier Stuart Brooks 

admitted in a telephone interview 
that he was not aware of any 
impending student demonstra- 
tions. He said that he had heard on 
Tuesday very little concerning 
what had taken place at the 
Monday night meeting of the 
student councils from UNB and 
STU. Brooks said he had gotten in 
touch with the education depart- 
ment and could gather very little 
as to what had taken place. 
He indicated however that he did 

at one time catch a small portion of 
a newscast on the radio as he was 
coming ‘‘out of the bathroom”. 
This seems to indicate that the 

New Brunswick government does 
not take seriously the students of 
this province. 

Asked whether he had gotten the 
chance to regd a copy of the last 
edition of the Brunswickan, Brooks 

said “no” and indicated in the 
interview that he had no previous 
knowledge of the demands which 
will be presented in a brief to the 
government by the New Brunswick 
caucus of AFS on behalf of 
university students from this 
province. 
He indicated he had no 

knowledge of whether any briefs or 
proposals had been put forth by the 
students of this province or various 
universities as to student aid. He 
did say that he knew what was 
going on in this province concern- 
ing students. 
There are two sides to every 

story, said Brooks. He did not feel 
that the students had clearly 
presented their case. 
The government contributed 50 

million dollars to education this 
year and there are other obliga- 
tions besides students in this 
province, he said . 
Commenting on the possibilities 

that a demonstration may be held, 
Brooks said that it is ‘‘the wrong 
thing to do but to go ahead”. He 
indicated that students will only 
hurt themselves and that this is not 
the first time the government has 
been through this type of thing and 
survived. 
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Hall as a place for student social 
activities, the Council has found it 
necessary to deal with pressing 
student needs on an ad hoc basis 
for the interim period until we are 
able to fully implement our new 
campus-wide student social activi- 
ties program. 
The new program that is being 

proposed will begin to allow for the 
satisfaction of student needs. 
Three definite areas that are now 
being looked into are: 1) a 
“‘coffee-house-atmosphere” 
lounge; 2) a discotheque; and 3) 
the student use of the Aitken 
University Center. 

At present the only facility 
available can satisfy no more than 
350 students at any one time. With 
this definite lack on campus it is 
hoped that the recent motion and 
agreement will act as a catalyst for 
student groups to take the 
initiative to formulate ideas that 
will be of benefit to UNB Students. 
The terms of the proposal that 

was presented to Council on 
December 8th were not the same 
terms as finally agreed upon by the 
executive. The December 8th 
proposal implied a grant to a 

limited group of students. The final 
agreement that the executive 
consented to involved the devel- 
opment of a facility open to the 
whole university community. That 
essential difference obviously al- 
lowed the executive to reconsider 
the matter. 
The question which has legiti- 

mately been asked is that why did 
the SRC executive decide to 
approve three thousand- dollars 
($3,000.00) when in fact the law 
students society (LSS) initially 
requested a grant of $1,000.00. The 
justification for this lies in the fact 
that the circumstances and 
conditions changed dramatically, 
in the course of discussion that 
went on between the LSS and the 
SRC executive after Monday, 8th, 
December, 1975. 

The original project structure 
took on a new face which 
necessitated a different financial 
structure which in turn resulted in 
a change in the executive outlook 
of the whole matter for the benefit 
of the entire student body. The 
capital structure the SRC execu- 
tive deemed appropriate was the 
one that allowed SRC interest in 

realize the 

the project. Such capital participa- 
tion would enable an addition of a 
unique facility that would benefit 
the students as a body not certain 
students as a class (as originally- 
planned by GSA and LSS). 
We believe most students will 

importance of a 
different type of facility which 
would be like a cross-breed 
between the social club and staff 
club. This will cater for students 
who prefer that kind of atmos- 
phere. 
But to answer the question why 

the executive decided on the $3,000, 
we would like the students to 
appreciate the fact that the lounge 
(project) was originally the 
GSA-LSS idea. In other words they 
did-they are continuing to do, they 
will continue to do, the dirty work. 
That is why we felt it was 
worthwhile to buy the participation 
interest in the project for $1,000 
and make a secured investment in 
the project for $2,000. This was not 
easy. 
Much thought and time was 

given to this matter by the 
executive. And we sincerely 
believe that his arrangement has 
in total interest of the students. 

Federation sparks demonstration 
By BURT FOLKINS and 
PETER KRAUTLE 

Last«Monday’s Atlantic Federa- . 
tion of Students, New Brunswick 
caucus has served as a catalyst for 
a demonstration of solidarity 
amongst students in New Bruns- 
wick. 
The meeting was to inform UNB 

and STU students of the failure of 
the New Brunswick government to 
act on AFS’s proposals. 
Mark Giberson, chairman of the 

AFS and STU student union 
president, stated that the point had 
come where the government just 
isn’t listening and that something - 
must be done to make them listen 
He said the students must seek 
peaceful means to enact changes in 
the student aid programme, and a 
student demonstration is one way 
to achieve those changes. Giberson 
believed that the AF'S had done its 
best to negotiate with the 
government and referred to the 
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student demonstration as an act of 
desperation. “The AFS had very 
little recourse in the matter and so 
student involvement at this point is 
crucial.” 
SRC president Jim Smith said 

students from New Brunswick are 
\ getting a very raw deal and that 

the province has one of the poorest 
) studerit aid programmes in the 
() country. ‘“‘Housing is becoming 
more and more difficult to find in 
Fredericton, tuition keeps rising, 

Y but nothing is being done to 
0 balance the increased student 
(expenses in the student aid 
programme.” 
Smith was in support of a student 

demonstration to back demands 
for changes in the student aid 
programme and presented the 
students that attended the meeting 
with an SRC motion which had just 
been passed and supported the 
demonstration. 

Universite de Moncton student 
leader Gerard Clavette said the 
students at U de M had very little 
success in forcing changes in the 

(student aid programme and 
(realized that all students in the 
\ province must join together to deal 
with the programme. “The last 

chance for students to force 
() changes is to get everybody 
together in a move of solidarity for 
our demands." Over 80 per cent of 
the students at the Moncton 

\ university are on the student loans 
() programme. 

\ Lise Ouellette, student leader at 
St. Louis Maillet College in 

ooo Edmunston, said the student aid 

problem is serious and requires a 
long term solution. 
The student government there 

had submitted two documents to 
the government on the problem, 
and is the only educational 
institution presently negotiating 
with Jean-Pierre Ouellette, the 
minister responsible for student 
aid. Students there are against a 
demonstration, says Ouellette, for 
it would undo the advancements 
their college has presently made 
with the government. St. Louis 
Maillet held a demonstration in 
Fredericton over student aid last 
November, and claimed it was 
very successful. 

St. Louis Maillet College is in the 
provincial riding that minister of 
education Jean-Pierre Ouellette 
represents. 
National Union of Students 

general secretary Dan O'Connor 
said that with the federal 
anti-inflation programme in effect, 
one should expect loans to increase 
and bursary grants to decrease, 
though it is difficult to tell for 
governments in Canada remain 
quiet when it concerns student aid 
issues. Other provinces are also 
experiencing problems with stud- 
ent aid , and O’Connor referred to 
Ontario as an example. In that 
province, students are holding a 
province wide strike on January 21 
to protest student aid and the 
government handling of money 
towards educational institutions. 
After the meeting, STU president 

Mark Giberson stated that every 
effort will be made to inform 
students of the implications of the 
demonstration through actions 
such as meetings, flyers, and 
posters. He felt the terms strike 
and demonstration were ambi- 
guous in nature and that the main 
purpose of the media campaign 
was to make students aware of the 
certain set of objectives on student 
aid and a specific plan of action is 
needed to fulfill those objectives. 
Referendums to support student 

solidarity in forcing changes in the 
student aid programme will be 
held on all AFS campuses on 
Monday January 19. If students 
vote in favor of the referendum, 
student deomonstrations will begin 
Wednesday. : 
About 100 people attended the 

Monday AF's meeting and many of 
those in attendance joined the 
student aid demonstration commit- 
tee, 
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