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EDITORIAL 

Faltering wisdom 
The great thinker Bonar Law once said: ‘‘There is no such thing as inevitable war. If war 

comes it will be from failure of human wisdom.’ On the 40th anniversary of nuclear 

devastation in Hiroshima it would be appropriate to seek the wisdom that has guided us 

from that fateful day to our present state of ignorance and potential armaggedon. 

It is now, in our time, that a generation of men and women, so lavishly endowed with 

genius must compel the leaders of this world to seek wisdom in past mistakes and search 

for a ‘‘deterrence’’ based on a mutual desire for peace — not power. 

Many people believe that the current threat of nuclear war is based on fear, a 

Machiavellian philosophy that we must build huge walls to protect us from the enemy, 

whomever they may be, and defend ourselves so extensively that no power will attack in 

"'fear’’ of huge losses. This attitude, based more on paranoia than wisdom has served the 

super-powers well, it has also brought us to the brink of nuclear war. 

| do not believe that men and women driven by fear can seek a just and lasting peace, nor 

can our super-powers ignore the fact that ‘the walls’’ we have built are becoming more 

offensive’ that the ‘‘deterrence’’ we were led to believe they would be. The “wisdom” 

that nuclear weapons are a security blanket which benefit only those who own them, it 

does not ensure peace and stability. 

As we digest the flow of information confirming the enemies of our democratic tradition 

more often than not we see only the weapons and leaders, we seldom attempt to unders- 

tand the vast differences in experience and tradition that separate us. Itis in this area that 

wisdom is most needed. If we continue to concentrate solely on ‘weapons reductions,’ 

""de-escalation’’, ‘‘Limited arms talks’’ and ‘‘Unilaterial restraints,’ we are only serving to 

postpone further confrontations. Weapons are the instruments of destruction but it is 

ideology, power and fear that must be overcome to ensure a lasting peace. Albert 

Shweitzer, a man of infinite wisdom knew that human nature brought us to distrust those 

whom we do not know and that the ‘‘walls’’ we have built only serve to block a potential 

understanding or common bond. As he once said; ‘We wander through life together in 

semi-darkness in which none of us can distinguish exactly the features of his neighbour. 

Only from time to time, through some experience that we have of our companion, or 

through some remark that he passes, he stands for a moment close to us, as.though il- 

luminated by a flash of lighting. Then we see him as he really is." 

The wisdom of Albert Shweitzer is not enough to bring peace but it can lead us to a better 

understanding of each other. If we choose to see only the enemy, then he/she will thus only 

see us as the enemy. For peace, if that is what we truly desire, we should forever conduct 

ourselves towards our enemy as if he were one day to be our friend. 

Some may say this is ‘‘utopian idealism’’ or ‘Liberal drivel’’ but it must be understood 

that the leaders who have driven us to the brink of destruction are also those who refuse 
to 

seek not a viable solution but only a temporary deterrent. It is difficult to believe that per- 

sons motivated by fear and power can justify peace when they spend their lives p
utting it in 

jeoprady. 

| too fear Soviet expansionism, policies of de-stabilization and the spread of commun
ist 

ideology. We must always fight against these principles but fight by proving ours the bette
r 

system. We cannot travel the globe brandishing the sword of justice, with reckle
ss aban- 

don, more bent on anti-communism than a true and just society. It is in this area that both 

super-powers have alienated the rest of the world. The '*Nuclear’’ threat has 
turned the 

U.S. and the Soviet Union into the most menacing and potentially volatile w
ar machines 

mankind has ever seen. The irony being that their awesome power makes the rest 
of the 

world a potential battle ground. Just as the Americans bombed Hiroshima to bring 

"’lasting’’ peace to the world, so too can either super-power once agai
n drop nuclear 

weapons, but this time with no hope for mankind, let alone peace. 

In the tenth century, Foreign Ambassadors used to be called to Constantinop
le in order 

that they might be impressed with the military splendor of an all-powerful 
empire. There 

were, as Harold Nicholson once described: ‘‘Interminable reviews at which the same 

troops emerging from one of the gates entering by another, came round and 
round again 

carrying different kinds of armour. In order to dazzle ... [by]- glamour and mystery, 

mechanical devices caused the lions on the steps of [the emporers] th
rone to roar terribly." 

By 1985, one has the feeling that both the American and Soviet empires, 
like that of 

Byzantium, are also held together by smoke and mirrors. Not that firep
ower is not available 

— rather, the real question would be whether the nuclear capacity wil
l ever be used to ser- 

vice extended global committments? 

If, as both superpowers outline nuclear weapons are to act as a 
deterrent to war then 

what potential for conflict exists? Let us consider Adolf Hitler. As the wor
ld stood by this 

madman built a virtual war-machine, unopposed and impervious 
to foreign pressures. The 

world was afraid of a possible confrontation and thus allowed Germany's 
huge build-up. By 

the time the allies took action war was once again upon us and destruction 
reigned 

supreme. It is simple to draw a parallel between Hitler and the arms race. 
The proliferation 

of nuclear arms has progressed virtually unharnessed, the world has 
sat by in fear of con- 

flict and confrontation with the superpowers, and thus accept
ed its imminence. Unlike 

Hitler however the potential still exists to reverse the trend toward de
struction. As you will 

find outlined in the pages of this special Brunswickan edition, 
many groups and individuals 

are taking action, seeking to increase our wisdom and draw on our 
support. It is a massive 

undertaking to mobilize public support but it is based on a bel
ief in principles of all humani- 

ty, the right to live in peace, free of fear and destruction. 
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: Rick Hutchins 
Editor-in-Chief 
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by Calum Johnston 
Managing Editor 

It’s past ten-thirty on Friday,August 2. My name is Calum 

Johnston, the Brunswickans Managing Editor, and I have to 

write the Mugwump Journal before the nuclear-powered 

sandman gets me. 
Instead of mugging some wumps,I'd like to tell everyone 

how this special issue of the Bruns came to be. After our 

Grad Issue was published, we found that we could cover the 

costs of printing a 16 page issue with the ad revenue. During 

the academic year, about one-third of our operating budget 

comes from the SRC,but with summer here the Brunswickan 

found itself over-budget. 
This being the case, when the idea of a Grad Issue came 

up,we had to be very careful to cover the costs with ads. 

tape, and delivering around the campus and the city 

ourselves. We received positive feedback and found the 

whole experience worthwhile. 
After one success, you try for another. We feel that this 

issue is most definitely a success. The possibility of a 

nuclear holocaust is one that many of us feel very strongly 

about. 
In putting the paper together, there is no better staff. 

Thanks must go out to Michael MacKinnon, Cynthia Davis, 

Kaye MacPhee, David Mazerolle, Corinne Boone, Kristine 

Hiew, Michael Bennett, “irls” Smith, Covered Bridge Prin- 

ting in Harland who did an excellent job of printing our Grad 

Issue on very short notice and agreed to print this one as 

well(Thanks, Stewart), and ,of course, our Editor-in-Chief, 

Little Ricky Hutchins. | 
I sincerely hope that the paper you hold in your hands will 

make you think about where the world is headed, and if this 

Brunswickan makes one person ask their M.P., MLA, or their 

city council to take a stand on nuclear weapons and their 

proliferation throughout the world, I would think that all the 

time and effort put in to this issue had been worthwhile. 

Let us never forget that forty years ago, on August 6, 

thousands of people were killed in what the American 

Nuclear Energy Commission refers to as “test number 2”. 

It's been suggested by more than a few people around the 

office that the “irls” cartoon is perfect as a poster, a placard 

for a peace demonstration, or just tacked onto a streetpost. 
If anyone out there has a few moments to spare, weurge you 
to do so. When people know of a problem they can work it 

out, as UNB’s world disarmament organization(WORD) 

says, “Peace through Education”. 

Phil Bonin of Beaver Foods is leaving us, probably for a 

sun-drenched island, and before he goes we at the 

Brunswickan would like to thank him for helping to make our 

past Bruns parties successful. Farewell Mr. Bonin, and we 

wish you good luck wherever you go. 

On page 11 of this issue there is notice of the “Celebration of 
Peace” to be held today, August 6th, on the green opposite the 
cathedral on Queen Street, from 5:30PM to 9:00PM. It’s 
BYOP, bring your own picnic, and some of the entertainment 
will be provided by folk-singer, Stephen Peacock. A play by 
David Kilburn, called “In the Wake” will be presented and 
there will also be a literature display. From the Sussex branch 
of Project Ploughshares, Beth Powning will deliver the keynote 
address. For the children there is to be stories and instruction 
in origami, a japanese art that is done by folding paper, in this 
case it will be crane making. Should it rain, the Celebration 
will be held inside the cathedral, and at dusk there will be a 
candle lighting ceremony. I urge everyone to attend and to br- 
ing your family and friends. 


